Overview of themes
Tally's Blood centres on a Scots-Italian family in the years between 1936 and 1955. By choosing these characters and this period, Anne Marie Di Mambro is able to address a range of themes in the play. These include:
· War 
· Love 
· Nationalism and national identity 
· Roles of men and women 
· Working life 
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Main themes of Tally's Blood
War
Attitudes to war
There is a divide in the opinion about war between the older and younger generations. 
· The older generation are more aware of the dangers of war and fear the destructive effects it brings. 
· In contrast, the younger generation do not understand the true horrors of war because they have not experienced it. 
This is evident when Massimo says Nobody really wants a war. To which Franco replies: 
A lot of the young guys that come into the shop. To hear them talk you’d think they cannie wait.
Franco seems naïve in his enthusiasm to sign up to the British army. He believes the army will give him freedom and independence. This is apparent when he says I don’t have to answer to anyone. No any more.
He believes himself to be invincible, while Rosinella worries that He could get blown to bits. 
However, Rosinella also has her own denials about war. 
She believes Scotland’s involvement in war does not concern her family. She says: 
it’s got nothing to do with us, Massimo. We’re Italian, we just live here. It’s not our country.
Even when Italy enters the war against Scotland she does not believe there is a threat to her family.
Effects of war
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Graves at Monte Cassino, Italy
The violent effects of war become real for the Pedreschis when their shop is attacked by an angry mob. Even though Massimo is well-liked in the community, they turn on him because ultimately he is Italian. 
Because of their Italian heritage, Massimo and his father are arrested. Rosinella and Lucia are then left to fend for themselves.
We learn about the horrors of war through Massimo’s monologue. He describes the pain and suffering of Italians at the hands of the British army. Massimo is afraid to think about what might happen to his family should he not return. He says: 
If I thought about what was going to happen to us – I just got scared. If I thought about Rosinella…
Massimo is also afraid for his father. He tells us I kept asking for news of ma faither but nobody would tell us anything. Massimo’s father eventually turns up. Although he jokes with Massimo, it is clear he is fearful of the situation. Massimo tells us how the officers try: 
to push ma faither into the line but ma faither is holding on to my arm. I can still feel his nails digging into me, he was holding on that tight.
Massimo pleads to the officers You cannie split us up. He’s ma faither. Let me go with him. However, the officers split them up anyway.
War is responsible for the death of Massimo’s father, who dies as a war prisoner when the Arandora Star ship is attacked and sinks. Franco is also killed at war. This has devastating effects on Bridget who is left on the shelf as she cannot get over the love she has lost.
Poverty is also a devastating effect of war. Italy has been obliterated. Luigi tells Massimo about the destruction of Monte Cassino and says What’s left of Cassino? You tell me that. Every single street – (Makes exploding noise) His livelihood has also been destroyed and he tells Massimo I lost my olives, my pigs, my hens, my grapes… The Pedreschi’s shop is affected by rationing as Hughie lists the items they can no longer obtain, he says: 
No snowballs, no sponges, no flakes, no tick.
Love
Tally's Blood is based on rounded characters. Their relationships drive the action and love - both romantic and family love - plays a key part in defining these relationships.
Romantic love
We see romantic love between:
· Massimo and Rosinella 
· Bridget and Franco 
· Hughie and Lucia 
Massimo openly shows his love for Rosinella at the start of the play. When Massimo realises Rosinella has spent money on her family rather than herself, the stage directions tell us that he 
smiles with great affection, squeezes her cheek between his thumb and forefinger.
This demonstrates his love for her. Although Rosinella’s actions cause a rift in their relationship, Massimo’s love for her continues. 
At the end of the play, Massimo says: 
That’s ma heart, Rosie. And he’s beating just for you. 
We know that Rosinella loves Massimo because she defied her father in order to marry him. However, she does not express her love openly like Massimo. 
Bridget and Franco
Bridget and Franco are passionately in love. Due to family constraints, they carry out their relationship in secret. Although Franco is clearly popular with women, he is loyal and respectful of Bridget. When they do engage in a physical relationship he is keen to make sure she is comfortable with it and says I wouldn’t want you to regret it. Despite Rosinella discouraging Bridget, she tells her But I love Franco, Mrs Pedreschi. I need him. Bridget’s love for Franco is unwavering even after his death. 
Hughie and Lucia
At the start of the play, Lucia and Hughie have a childish dislike for one another. When Hughie offers her a drink she turns away in disgust.
Their childish dislike blossoms into friendship as the play progresses. To symbolise their everlasting friendship, Lucia and Hughie drink from the same ginger bottle and become ginger-sister and ginger-brother. 
This friendship progresses to love by the end of the play. Hughie's romantic nature and love for Lucia is evident when he says: 
we want to be together forever, our hearts united – like two lovebirds, up a tree in spring.
Hughie gets his wish at the end of the play when he and Lucia escape up a tree to spend the night together. 
Family love
We are immediately aware of the importance of family in the play as in scene 2 we see a happy family situation. Lucia excitedly shows off her new dress as Rosinella and Massimo fuss over her with delight. Their love for her is evident - they are willing to raise Lucia as their own daughter. 
Marriage and family are important to Rosinella and this is something she wants for Lucia. She says to Lucia: 
some day I’ll give you a wedding, I’ll give you a wedding like nobody here has seen before.
Rosinella’s love for Lucia turns destructive and Massimo declares: 
You love that much you don’t want her to love anyone else. You love her that much, nobody else has to get loving her.
In contrast, Lucia’s father shows little interest in her welfare. Luigi’s lack of love for Lucia makes his character unappealing. He is keen to exploit her for work and money. This undermines Rosinella’s opinion that: 
Nobody loves their families like the Italians.
This is further undermined as the audience see the caring and loving relationship in the Devlin family. Franco informs Rosinella that They’re a great family…Really close. After Hughie’s father dies he declines Rosinella’s dinner invitation as he says I don’t like my Mammy left on her own. Similarly, Bridget takes on the main role of responsibility in the family. She prioritises her family over her own problems and does not share the trauma of her abortion, as she explains my mammy was leaning on me. Bridget and Hughie’s strong relationship is also evident when she gives him advice about his love life. The stage directions tell us that Bridget is sympathetic and she later goes to stand up to Rosinella on Hughie’s behalf.
Nationalism
Nationalism and national identity is an important theme. The title Tally’s Blood suggests the importance of Italian family ties, but the nickname Tally also suggests the negative side of nationalism.
The characters define themselves in relation to their national heritage and the country they live in. 
Rosinella
Rosinella identifies strongly as an Italian. She believes Italians to be superior to Scottish people. 
· She says to Lucia Listen, hen, you’re Italian, that makes you special. 
· She haggles in shops even although this is not usual behaviour in Scotland - But it’s alright for me. I’m an Italian. 
· She believes Italians to be hardworking and devoted to their families, unlike Scottish people. She states that I don’t know anybody works so hard as the Italian men and claims Nobody loves their families like the Italians. 
Rosinella’s fierce nationalism leads her to be prejudiced against Scottish people.
· She implies that Scottish girls are promiscuous and tells Franco that he can play around with them, so long as you marry your own kind. 
· She suggests that Scottish people do not take their family responsibilities seriously. - OK, so Scotch people let their lassies go anywhere, do anything they like because they don’t care as much. 
By defining people by their nationality, Rosinella is blind to their true characters – Hughie’s hard work, Bridget’s love for Franco.
Massimo
In contrast to Rosinella, Massimo does not hold the same prejudices against the Scots.
Massimo has a dual identity - born in Italy, raised in Scotland. This creates conflict when war breaks out, as he says: 
I always thought I was lucky. I had two countries. Now I feel I’ve got nowhere.
Massimo and his family are victims of fierce anti-Italian prejudice - his shop is attacked and they are subjected to racial slurs, such as Fascist pigs. Greasy tallies.
When Italy joins the war, it is assumed that Italian men are enemy aliens. They are rounded up and held prisoner. Massimo’s monologue suggests they were roughly treated.
Lucia
As a child, Lucia is reluctant to give up her Italian identity.
In school she refuses to speak English and her teacher tells Rosinella and Massimo to stop speaking Italian at home. The classroom scene shows that Lucia suffers prejudice from her teacher. 
By speaking Italian, Lucia attempts to stay true to her Italian heritage. When she grows up, however, she is embarrassed by Rosinella’s Italian customs after she bargains in a shop. This shows Lucia to have a conflicting attitude towards her dual identity. 
Franco

Throughout the play, Franco is clearly proud of his Italian heritage. He frequently talks in Italian and enjoys singing Italian songs. Despite his Italian heritage, Franco sees himself as British. He tells Massimo: 
I was born here. That makes me British
And his loving relationship with Bridget shows that nationality is of less importance to him.
Bridget
Although she loves Franco, Bridget shows some anti-Italian feeling, directed towards Rosinella, and refers to Typical ‘eye-ties’.
Other themes
Roles of men and women
Tally’s Blood looks at the changing roles of women and men.
Traditional roles
Rosinella has had a traditional rural Italian upbringing. This has left her with a limited experience of life and contributes to her narrow views.
· she has had little education and cannot read 
· she works in the back shop and looks after the family 
· she was expected to enter an arranged marriage 
Luigi still holds traditional views as to the role of women. He wants Lucia to fulfil a similar role – looking after the house and family in Italy. 
Massimo too fits in with tradition:
· he was expected to follow his father in running the business 
· he is the public face of the family 
· he runs the shop and brings in money to support the family. 
· he is in charge of money – giving some to Rosinella when she needs it. 
More generally, the play presents a world with double standards about sex.
It is viewed as fine for a man like Franco to go out with a number of women. Women who go out on dates are viewed as tarts.
Changing attitudes
But the play also shows some of these attitudes changing:
· both Rosinella and Lucia rebel against arranged marriages - they choose love instead 
· Rosinella wants Lucia to get more out of life than she has she’s not been brought up to work in a shop, running after some man. 
· Lucia goes to school and is educated 
· Bridget gets a job and provided income for her family 
Working life
Work plays a large part in the lives of characters in Tally’s Blood. Their attitudes to work help define the characters and our views of them.
Many of the characters work hard and this is shown as positive.
· Massimo works long hours in the shop. He is shown sweeping up, battering fish, and thinks about fixing the shop up while he is held prisoner during the war 
· Rosinella works hard for her family – she is shown making a pizza, ironing, making Lucia’s dress 
· Hughie works hard in the shop too – Hughie in and out in background with trays from front shop: then with brush and shovel, then mop and pail: working hard. 
· Adam Devlin dies in a pit explosion – his work literally kills him 
When Lucia and Hughie act out a classroom scene, there is a clear suggestion that children like Lucia might miss out on school work as they are helping in family businesses – 
Sure you weren’t too busy serving the shop?
In contrast, Luigi is presented as lazy – he takes advantage of Massimo and wants to use Lucia to support his family.
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