Main characters
Tally's Blood centres around two families, the Pedreschis (and the related Ianelli family) and the Devlins. Personal and social themes of love, nationalism and war are explored through the characters' relationships.
The characters are:
· Rosinella Pedreschi 
· Massimo Pedreschi 
· Franco Pedreschi 
· Lucia Ianelli 
· Luigi Ianelli 
· Hughie Devlin 
· Bridget Devlin 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The graphic below shows the relationships between these characters.
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Character relationships in Tally's Blood
Key relationships
The plot of the play is based around the romantic relationships of three couples.
Rosinella and Massimo
They share a loving marriage although it is not without its conflict, brought on by Rosinella's character flaws. They are the guardians of their niece Lucia.
Hughie and Lucia
Their relationship develops from dislike, to friendship and finally to love.
Bridget and Franco
They are passionately in love. Following Franco's death, Bridget cannot overcome her loss.
The relationship between Rosinella and Lucia is also key to the play.
Rosinella and Lucia
Rosinella loves Lucia like a daughter. However, this love can be selfish and possessive.
Rosinella
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Rosinella is the central protagonist. The play shows her journey from being a prejudiced and selfish character to one who understands and accepts other.
Rosinella can be described as:
· Family-orientated 
· Loving 
· Controlling 
· Traditional 
· Patriotic 
· Prejudiced 
In Act 1 we witness both positive and negative traits to Rosinella's character.
Family-orientated
Rosinella shows herself to be a loving wife to Massimo and a caring guardian to their niece, Lucia. She appears to put her family's needs before her own. At the start of the play, this is a trait which Massimo admires in her:
Loving
Rosinella is a dedicated, loving wife to Massimo and a committed caregiver to Lucia. The stage directions tell us that Rosinella is looking on, adoring at Massimo and Lucia.
Rosinella sees love as important. She married Massimo out of love and she wants the same for Lucia.
My Lucia's to marry a man that really loves HER
But it becomes clear that Rosinella wants love on her own terms. What the people around her want doesn't matter compared to her own needs.
Controlling
Rosinella tries to control her family. She does all she can to keep Franco and Bridget apart and then prevents Lucia from seeing Hughie. This reveals her prejudice, but it could be that this is brought out by Rosinella's need to keep her family with her.
When Massimo finally confronts Rosinella, it is about her selfish behaviour. She refused to go to Italy when he wanted to. But now she wants to be there, to be with Lucia, she has changed her mind. He says to her To hell with everything except what YOU want.
Traditional
Rosinella displays very traditional behaviour and opinions, particularly about men and women.
As a traditional Italian wife and mother, her place is the home. For almost all of Act One she does not move from the back shop. But it is implied that she feels inadequate - she cannot live up to her expectations of an Italian woman, as she has no child of her own.
Twelve years I've been married - and nothing. Me an Italian as well
The fact that Rosinella cannot read reflects her upbringing as a working class Italian woman.
She has different standards about the behaviour of men and women. She seems happy wih the idea that Franco will play around as long as he settles down with an Italian woman. But she views Bridget as a tart and she does not let Lucia attend the wedding with Hughie.
Although Rosinella wants Lucia to marry a man who loves her, her traditional ideas lead her to attempt to arrange a relationship with an Italian hairdresser.
But when it suits Rosinella she rebels against tradition. She married Massimo for love and in the end acts so that Lucia and Hughie can do the same.
Patriotic
Rosinella is proud of her Italian heritage. In Act 1 Scene 10 she says: 
Italians are good for this country...we stick together, pay our own way, stick to the laws. What more do they want?
In Act 2 Scene 2 she says Nobody loves their families like the Italians Her idealisd view of Italians contrasts with her view of Scottish people.
Prejudiced
As the play progresses, we witness her prejudiced attitudes towards Scottish people. She believes the women to be tarts and implies the men are lazy and neglect their families.
Rosinella's prejudice impacts on Bridget. During an argument between Rosinella and Bridget, Bridget reveals that she aborted Franco's baby. She tells Rosinella that: 
You made me believe I was nothing to him - just a wee Scottish tart for him to practise on
Her prejudice feeds her attempts to obstruct the growing love between Hughie and Lucia.
Rosinella's character is capable of change. She realises the impact of her actions on others.
This leads her to develop a more accepting and understanding outlook.
Rosinella's journey
At the end of the play we witness the transformation of Rosinella's character. After Bridget's revelation, she realises the harm she has caused others. When confronted by Massimo she is shown that her actions are pushing her loved ones away. To restore her family and make up for the damage she has caused, Rosinella helps Hughie and Lucia elope. As a result, her relationship with Massimo is rekindled.
Massimo
Massimo was born in Italy but grew up in Scotland. Unlike Rosinella he does not show prejudice. He feels a dual identity - connected to both countries. However, the onset of war disrupts this connection.
I always thought I was lucky. I had two countries. Now I feel I've got nowhere.
Massimo's treatment during the war, and the death of his father and Franco could contribute to his desire to return to Italy.
Massimo can be described as:
· Loving 
· Family man 
· Hardworking 
· Generous 
Loving
From the beginning of the play, Massimo's loving nature is shown through his affectionate interaction with Rosinella and Lucia. He is playful with Lucia and tries to make her laugh. He is affectionate with Rosinella.
It is perhaps Massimo's loving nature that means he puts up with some of Rosinella's more extreme behaviour. But when pushed, Massimo shows strength of character in confronting Rosinella's prejudiced views and selfish behaviour.
Family man
As well as his close relationship with Rosinella and Lucia, Massimo feels strong bonds to his wider family.
His monologue shows deep affection and mourning for his father.
Despite fiercely arguing with Franco, it is clear the two are close. Massimo is willing to cover up for his brother when he is dating Bridget.
While Rosinella works in the back shop, Massimo is clearly the public face of the shop and the family. He is a traditional male head of the house. When he slaps Lucia for swearing, this very traditional physical punishment is shocking in contrast to his gentle nature. While Rosinella is aware of what is going on between Lucia and Hughie, Massimo is not - as the male bread-winner, his attention is on earning for his family.
Hard-working
It is clear that Massimo works hard. He has set up his own shop and it is a success. When Rosinella says of Italians Who else is prepared to work to eleven o'clock every night? it is likely she is referring to Massimo.
Massimo has the courage to leave his father's business to set up his own shop. Throughout the play, Massimo's strong work ethic is evident as he works long hours to maintain his business and support his family.
Work is important to Massimo. It is thinking about his business that sees him through his internment.
That's what got me through. If I thought about what was going to happen to us - I just got scared. If I thought about Rosinella...(Stops. His voice catches) So I tried to keep thinking about my shop. How I was going to fix it up again, back the way it was.
The thought of hard work is positive for Massimo. It is likely that he is so fond of Hughie as he appreciates that he too is willing to work hard.
But work is also possibly a way for Massimo to avoid conflict. When Lucia throws her tantrum in Act 1 Scene 2, Massimo keeps glancing in direction of shop.
Generous
Massimo acts as a kind father figure to Bridget and Hughie who have lost their own father.
His generosity is clear when he gives Bridget money without question. He gives her three pounds even though she only asks for two.
He is also keen to nurture Hughie's development. This is shown through Massimo's offer of employment.
Luigi also benefits from Massimo's generosity. Despite Massimo knowing he is being manipulated, he literally gives Luigi the clothes off his back.
Lucia
Lucia shows many of the same character traits as Rosinella. She is:
· Spoiled 
· Manipulative 
Spoiled
As a child, Lucia shows herself to be spoiled. Massimo and Rosinella fuss over her. He even kisses her shoes while she preens in her new dress.
Lucia is used to being the centre of attention and having her own way. This makes her stubborn.
She refuses to remove her dress and cries until she gets what she wants.
When picked on by her teacher she refuses to speak English.
She is initially argumentative with Hughie. Is she threatened that he has strayed into her family and is drinking her uncle's (and therefore her) ginger?
Lucia is also bossy. She puts Hughie in his place, especially when they act out being in class. Lucia is the teacher even though she got going the teacher last time.
Manipulative
Though Lucia cries when told to take the dress off, her tears quickly dry. Lucia controls her sobs (she's won).
She later tells Hughie I can cry whenever I like. Throughout the play she uses this skill to manipulate others.
However, when Hughie's father dies, she uses this very skill in a positive way - weeping alongside Hughie, helping him to express his grief.
Hughie
Hughie Devlin is introduced as a nine-year-old boy. Through the play his relationship with Lucia grows from argumentative to friendly to loving.
Hughie's character is:
· Hard working 
· Caring 
· Self-conscious 
· Determined 
Hard-working
Even as a child, Hughie's work ethic is apparent. He continues working like a Trojan'' throughout the play. This defies Rosinella's stereotype of Scottish men being lazy. Although Rosinella says I don't know anybody works so hard as the Italian men, the audience knows she does - Hughie immediately enters with a pail and mop.
Caring
Hughie cares deeply for his family. He declines Rosinella's offer to stay for dinner, stating that I don't like my mammy being left on her own. Again, this undermines Rosinella's opinion that: 
Nobody loves their families like the Italians
Self-conscious
Hughie's feelings for Lucia develop from friendship to romantic love. With Bridget's encouragement, he attempts to tell Lucia how he feels. However his attempts are unsuccessful.
Hughie's inability to tell Lucia he loves her could be attributed to his self-consciousness and feelings of inferiority.
Determined
Through the play, Hughie struggles to express his fellings. However, by the end, Hughie's love for Lucia provides him with the courage he needs to fight for her. He declares I have come for Lucia and I'm not leaving without her.. When all other options are gone, Hughie has the determination to follow his heart to win the woman he loves.
Franco
Franco is Massimo's brother. He was born in Scotland to Italian parents. He uses his Italian charm to charm women. In this way he represents some aspects of a stereotypical Italian man. He tells Rosinella: 
All I have to do is say 'Ciao Bella' and they're all over me
But Franco is far from a stereotype. He can be described as:
· Loving 
· Family-orientated 
· Ambitious 
Loving
Franco really loves Bridget Devlin. It is clear she is important to him. Early in the play his usual confidence wavers and he asks Hughie Have you ever heard her say anything about me?
As Franco and Bridget's relationship develops, he is respectful and considerate. He tells her I won't go all the way. I promise. When they do have a physical relationship he is keen to make sure she is comfortable and says I wouldn't want you to regret it. This shows his loving nature.
Family-orientated
Franco has a strong sense of family. He is close to Massimo and Rosinella and trusts them to keep his relationship with Bridget a secret. Franco clearly loves Lucia and is keen to make her laugh through coin tricks.
He is torn between a sense of loyalty to his father and his desire to get out of the shop and do something different with his life.
The letter he writes just before his death clearly shows how important his family is to him - Tell them they were in my thoughts up till the last. He even shows humourous affection for the father he has rebelled against:
I will be with my father in heaven. No doubt he is still moaning and groaning and annoying.
Ambitious
Franco works in his father’s shop through loyalty but he wants more from life. He tells Rosinella:
I cannie be expected to spend my whole life working from morning to night in a wee pokey shop.
It is Franco’s ambition to escape his Italian life. He was born in Scotland and feels less connection to Italy than his brother.
He seems to reject his heritage in favour of modern, Scottish/British culture. He dances to modern music, dates a Scottish girl and joins the British army – even though this could lead him to fight against Italy.
A Evidence could include him joining the British army. After he joins up, he and Massimo argue:
Massimo: …explain you’re Italian and – 
Franco: But I’m not. I was born here. That makes me British.
It is debatable whether Franco joins the army out of a sense of Britishness. Is it just a way for him to escape his father’s shop?
Franco wants to be his own man. After joining up he says I don’t have to answer to anyone. No any more. But the lack of other job opportunities limits his options to escape. The army is his only route to building a life for himself. Ultimately, it is Franco’s ambition to get out that shop that gets him killed. 
Bridget
Bridget Devlin is Hughie’s sister. She has a loving relationship with Franco and mourns him after his death.
Bridget’s character is:
· Loving 
· Resilient 
· Supportive 
Loving
Bridget is in love with Franco. She says to Rosinella But I love Franco, Mrs Predreschi. I need him.
But she is reluctant to have a physical relationship with him as it is deemed inappropriate in society. This shows her to be a moral and principled character. 
The threat of war leads her to pursue a physical relationship with Franco.
Her love for him remains strong throughout the play. Even after Franco’s death, Bridget refuses to get involved with other men. Her loyalty to Franco results in her being left on the shelf. When she talks to Hughie at the wedding it is clear that she could be referring to herself.
Would you really want to go through life, loving the one person you can’t have, rather than looking for someone that might make you happy?
Resilient
Despite the loss Bridget experiences, she carries on with her life.
Bridget is uncomplaining about being left on the shelf. Although she mourns for Franco, she is resigned to a single life.
And although Rosinella has caused her great pain, she does not openly complain. It is only when she tries to help Hughie, and when pushed by Rosinella, that she reveals that she underwent a traumatic abortion. She has never told another living soul. Instead she has kept her pain hidden and put on a brave face.
Supportive
When Bridget's father dies, she takes on responsibility for her family. She is the oldest child and her mother is unable to cope through her grief. I’d just lost my da and my mammy was leaning on me. Bridget has become the parent figure of the family, replacing her father. Is her job as a bus conductress supporting her family?
When Franco dies, Bridget's focus shifts to helping Hughie. At first she suggests that he goes out more - 
You should be going to the dancing. Get yourself a girlfriend.
She doesn't want him to be alone like she is.
Other characters
Luigi
Luigi, is Lucia’s father. He gives her up to Massimo and Rosinella when he is widowed. We feel sympathy for Luigi but this quickly diminishes as the play progresses.
Soon he remarries and starts a new family in Italy. There is no indication that Luigi accepts responsibility for Lucia when she is a child.
Luigi has some key character traits:
· Selfish - He exploits his war torn village in order to gain sympathy and possessions from Massimo. 
· Lazy. While Lucia clears things from the table Luigi does not lift a finger to help 
· Traditional. He attempts to impose traditional Italian ways on Lucia (an arranged marriage that will bring his family more land, a life of carrying out household tasks) and this threatens the romance between Lucia and Hughie. 
Ironically, Luigi’s scheming and lazy character personifies the traits Rosinella complains about in Scottish people.
Stasio Pedreschi, Massimo’s father
Although never seen, it is clear that ‘Daddy’ Pedreschi holds the position of head of the family. He is obviously not pleased that Massimo has set up his own shop. Franco feels the need to hide what he is doing from him – asking Massimo and Rosinella to cover for him when he is out with Bridget.
Everyone is expected to look after and serve him – so when Franco goes off to war, he tells Rosinella to keep cutting his toenails.
Massimo’s monologue presents his father in a very different light. He comes across as a small - He was that wee looking and scared old man - 
I can still feel his nails digging into me, he was holding on that tight
Stasio represents traditional Italian values – the old ways that Franco in particular, but also Lucia, Massimo and Rosinella react against and develop away from.

She discourages Hughie from attempting a relationship with Lucia - she fears it will not work and that he will be hurt. But when she realises how much he loves Lucia, she does all she can to help him. Bridget is even willing to comfront Rosinella, and reveal that she has had an abortion, to help Hughie.
The fact that she is willing to expose what she has done (something considered legally, socially and morally unacceptable at the time) in this way, shows how supportive she is to her brother.
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