Setting
Tally's Blood is set in Scotland and Italy between the years of 1936 and 1955.
Seven scenes are set in Italy and 23 scenes are set in Scotland.
Most of the play is specifically set in Glasgow - Massimo makes a direct reference to this in Act 1 Scene 2. Glaswegian dialect is also used and we can identify this through expressions such as wean.
Di Mambro uses minimal stage directions which allows the director creative freedom. It is for this reason there are few descriptions of setting.
Timescale
The timescale of the play allows Di Mambro to cover a number of issues:
· Early scenes take place in the 1930s – this was the period of the depression and explains the poverty faced both in Glasgow and Italy 
· The years of World War Two were a time when Scotland and Italy were enemies. This provides a stark backdrop to exploring the theme of nationalism 
· The final scenes in the 1950s include reference to rock and roll music. This links to a sense of rebellion in the characters against traditional roles and expectations
Scotland
The main settings in Scotland are:
· Pedreschi's shop 
· Back shop 
· Ginger store 
Pedreschi’s shop
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Italian café in Glasgow in the 1930s
The majority of scenes set in Scotland take place in the Pedreschi’s shop. This represents the Pedreschi’s hardworking nature and the importance of the business to the characters. We frequently see characters maintaining the shop which shows they take pride in their business. Despite being in a poor area of Glasgow, the shop is successful. We know this because Franco exclaims There’s some queue out there.
The theme of family is shown through this setting as it is very much a family run business. We can also see the theme of nationalism through this setting when the shop is attacked by the Scottish mob. 
Back shop
Many scenes are set in the back shop – this is the Pedreschis’ home and where Rosinelli is largely confined. It is a domestic, family space. To begin with only the Pedreschis are seen in the back shop. Once Hughie is given a job at the shop, he too begins to show up in the back shop. Does this suggest he is becoming part of the family?
When Bridget approaches Rosinella to ask about contacting Franco, she is rejected. Rosinella does not welcome her into the family or this family space.
Ginger store
The ginger store is a private place for Franco and Bridget. It is here that they can relax, dance, flirt and where their love develops into a physical relationship.
Italy
The main settings in Italy are:
· Luigi's farm 
· Massimo's house 
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Monte Cassino was bombed heavily in World War II
The Italian locations are near to Monte Cassino. This was the scene of a significant battle of World War Two. By setting the play here, Di Mambro is able to convey the destruction that the war brought to Italy.
Luigi's farm
In spite of losing his livelihood to war, there is a sense his home is not basic. There is mention of a tablecloth, wine bottles and wine glasses. Although it seems relatively comfortable, this setting is a prison for Lucia who is treated like a slave.
When Lucia moves to live with Luigi, the setting clearly shows how out of place she is. The incident with the spider shows that she is uncomfortable in these unfamiliar surroundings. This reflects the theme of nationalism - it makes clear that despite her Italian heritage, there is much about Lucia that is more Scottish.
This is a significant setting because this is where Hughie rescues Lucia as they realise their love for each other.
Massimo's house
Massimo’s house in Italy is extremely basic. He tells us “It’s just got the two rooms, bare walls, bare floors, and the hens march in and out all day long.” This is a significant setting because it contrasts with the wealth of the Pedreschi’s shop and highlights the poverty he originally came from.

The store plays a similar role for Lucia and Hughie. This is where their relationship develops from argumentative, to friendship, to love. The fact that they spy on Franco and Bridget here suggests a definite parallel between the two couples. 
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