 Hotel Room, 12th Floor – Critical Essay

Task

Choose a poem which contains a powerful message. Show how the poet effectively conveys this message through his or her use of poetic techniques.
Answers to questions on poetry should address relevantly the central concern(s)/theme(s) of the text(s) and be supported by reference to appropriate poetic techniques such as: imagery, verse form, structure, mood, tone, sound, rhythm, rhyme, characterisation, contrast, setting, symbolism, word choice . . . 
Introduction:

· Name of poem and poet.

· Brief explanation of the poem’s central meaning – human suffering in modern society.
· Say how you are going to answer this question.

· Remember to use positive adjectives and descriptors to convey your enjoyment of the poem.

Hotel Room, 12th Floor by Norman MacCaig is a thought-provoking poem which addresses numerous themes throughout its three stanzas including human suffering. The events of the poem are described from the poet’s vantage point in his hotel room where he observes the violence and crime taking place, below him, in the streets of New York. This essay will discuss how the poet’s use of a variety of poetic techniques successfully conveys his fear of urban life and modern society in general.  

Paragraph 2: First Stanza (lines 1-5)

· Discuss setting –Where and when -  New York / Daytime

· Discuss how the poet creates the unsettling atmosphere in the opening 5 lines.

· Topic Sentence: “The opening stanza of the poem is used to set the overall scene of the poem, but is constructed in such a way that very little is known about what will actually happen later on in the poem.”
· POINT / QUOTE / ANALYSIS

Paragraph 3: First Stanza (lines 6-9)

· Discuss the importance of the arrival of midnight. “But…”

· Discuss the writer’s feelings at this point of the poem.

· Discuss the image of man’s attempt to ‘defeat’ midnight with city lights.

· Topic Sentence: “The appearance of “But” midway through the first stanza signifies a change in time and atmosphere.”
· POINT / QUOTE / ANALYSIS
Paragraph 4: Second Stanza
· Discuss the opening line, “But midnight is not so easily defeated” What is the poet suggesting at this point?

· Discuss the Wild West imagery used to describe the street violence in lines 12-13.

· Discuss the change from wealthy to poverty- stricken setting.

· Discuss the writer’s use of synecdoche in lines 16-18 to describe the victims of crime.

· POINT / QUOTE / ANALYSIS

Paragraph 5: Third Stanza

· Discuss the writer’s use of the extended Wild West metaphor.

· Explain his message in the final three lines of the poem. What is he suggesting about mankind in general?

· POINT / QUOTE / ANALYSIS

Conclusion:

· Summarise the poem’s overall message – human suffering in modern society.

· Explain, briefly, how you have demonstrated how the writer’s use poetic techniques conveyed this message – write about one sentence for each critical paragraph.

