
Hotel Room, 12th Floor

This morning I watched from here

a helicopter skirting like a damaged insect

the Empire State Building, that

jumbo size dentist’s drill, and landing

on the roof of the PanAm skyscraper.

But now midnight has come in

from foreign places. Its uncivilised darkness

is shot at by a million lit windows, all

ups and acrosses


But midnight is not

so easily defeated. I lie in bed, between

a radio and a television set, and hear

the wildest of warhoops continually ululating through

the glittering canyons and gulches –

police cars and ambulances racing

to the broken bones, the harsh screaming

from coldwater flats, the blood

glazed on sidewalks.


The frontier is never

somewhere else. And no stockades

can keep the midnight out.








Norman MacCaig

Establishes place through title and landmarks





Immediately establishes time of day











In this case the speaker is presumably the poet





Real landmarks makes the poem seem more credible.





Emphasis on height – this verse is very much about the skyline of the city; neglecting the harsh realities of life on the streets (ground level)











Unpleasant connotations





Highlights size of the building – Poet critical of America and its biggest is best attitude 





Poet’s Attitude


Critical of ostentatious symbols of wealth that don’t reflect the realities of what the city is like.





Negative connotations – pain, suffering and unpleasant experiences. 





Reflects that this is an unpleasant experience for the poet.





Signposts turning point


Change to night and introduces the battle between light and dark- symbolic of the key THEME good v evil.





Multi-racial society/the unknown





Associate with crime/battle/war





Light fighting darkness. Religious imagery





Good is losing the ‘fight’


ie. Society is beyond redemption





Possibly afraid? Trying to drown out sound?





Technology /wealth  (TV etc.) juxtaposed with an impoverished ‘wild west’ society.





Alliteration – wild west imagery. 





Again symbols of wealth on the landscape amongst the poverty. The city just as dangerous as the areas favoured for ambushes.








Onomatopoeia





Violence.


Synecdoche shows casualties of this ‘war’ aren’t recognised as people – simply ‘broken bones’.





Poverty – poor living conditions





Strong Conclusion 


2 x strong statement


Use of ‘never’ ‘no’ .





Sense of hopelessness and despair





Substitute for evil





PURPOSE – To highlight that evil is within us and, regardless of the presence of great symbols of American society, we are no more civilised now than in the days of the Wild West.





STRUCTURE





Speaker is anxious and attacks the materialistic attitude of society. 


Sense of fear – seems to be hiding in his room


Strong conclusion





THEME


Good v Evil
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