National 5
“The Lighthouse” by Agnes Owens

TWO TECHNIQUES USED IN THIS STORY:

Foreshadowing: This is when an event early into the story might give hints and clues about events at the end. For example an accidental cut with a knife early in a story might foreshadow a violent stabbing at the end.

The Pathetic Fallacy: This is a device used by writers to add feelings, emotions, atmosphere, suspense etc… into a story not through the characters but through nature, especially the weather. For example storm clouds and thunder might add an atmosphere of danger into the story. Heavy rain might add great sadness by suggesting crying etc..

Irony
It is ironic that in a place associated with safety and family holidays that something so evil should happen.
CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

Answer these questions as fully as you can. You do not always have to use sentences:

1. Consider the purpose of a lighthouse. Suggest at least two ways that the title “The Lighthouse” is relevant to the story.




2. How does the writer create a happy atmosphere in lines 1 – 3?

3. Explain in your own words the contrast between Bobby’s outward appearance and his internal nature in lines 4 – 6.




4. How does the writer foreshadow the tragic events at the end of the story in lines 9 – 15?








5. Explain fully how the writer uses The Pathetic Fallacy in lines 21 and 22 and what this adds to the atmosphere of the story.




6. What do you think was the writer’s purpose of introducing the incident with “the woman” in lines 34 – 42?






7. How effective do you think the incident of “the woman” in lines 34 – 42 is in drawing the reader into the story?





8. Read carefully lines 46 – 51:

a) Explain fully what these lines suggest about the parents’ 

     relationship with their children





b) Explain fully what these lines suggest about Megan’s

Relationship with Bobby






c) What is the relationship between these lines and the

events which follow. Explain fully.





9. Which word in lines 59 – 61 best summaries how Megan feels about looking after Bobby.








10. How does the writer develop the idea that Megan and Bobby were not well looked after by their parents in lines 61 – 64.




11.  Looking back on lines 1 – 74 suggest three incidents where the reader does not feel sympathy for Bobby.






12.  How effectively do lines 72 and 73 foreshadow events at the end of the story? Explain fully.






       
13. Why would the writer not want us to feel much sympathy for Bobby at this stage in the story?








14. Looking back on lines 1 – 79 suggest three incidents where the reader does not feel sympathy for Megan.






15. How effectively do lines 78 and 79 foreshadow events at the end of the story? Explain fully.






       
16. Why would the writer not want us to feel much sympathy for Megan at this stage in the story?







17. Suggest two ways that the writer creates a sense of danger and menace in lines 89 – 91.








18. What is ironic about the man’s advice to the children in lines 92 and 93?











19. Which expression in lines 95 and 96 further develops the sense of danger and menace?








20. Explain how the writer uses sentence structure in line 103 to develop the idea of danger.









21. Which word in lines 106 and 107 best explains the mother’s ‘tone’?

22. What is ironic about the expression “she felt like strangling him” in line 110?










23. How effectively do lines 113 and 114 contribute to one of the themes of the story?







        
24. How do lines 116 – 121 form a turning point in the story?


25. Which expression in lines 116 – 121 supports the developing idea of menace and danger?








26. How successfully does the writer use the Pathetic Fallacy in lines 127 – 128 to add atmosphere to the story?




        
27. Which event in lines 130 – 140 forces Megan to consider the stupidity of her previous actions?








28. Explain fully how the writer uses verbs in lines 137 – 140 to show the change in Megan’s attitude.







29. Which expression in lines 140 – 146 draws out the man as a menacing character?










30. Explain in your own words the meaning of the word ‘galvanised’ in line 151.











31. Explain how the writer creates sympathy for Megan

a) In lines 151 – 154

b) In lines 158 – 160







32. Explain how the writer creates sympathy for Bobby

a) In lines 156 – 157

b) In lines 164 – 165







33. Explain fully how the writer uses verbs in lines 166 – 168 to create a shocking ending for Bobby.





        
34. Would the story have been better if it had ended at line 168 rather than line 178? Justify your answer with close reference to the text.  
