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Revision

Summary of the play
On the surface ‘Bold Girls’ is a play about four domesticated women coping with life in Northern Ireland during the Troubles.
However, the audience soon realise that, more importantly, the play is about four women longing for some form of escape from the lives they find themselves trapped in; Marie places her dead husband on a pedestal, ignoring all clues that he was not, as she believed, a ‘good man’, Cassie saves money to leave Belfast to rid her of the guilt she feels for having affairs, Nora seeks domestic perfection to hide from the fact that her own family life is not blissful and Deirdre forces the others to confront what they hide from so that she can find about her own father.    


Characters;
Marie
· Supportive
· In the club Cassie confides in Marie that she is extremely anxious about her husband, Joe, returning from prison.
· “I’ll go crazy” [Cassie]
“I won’t let you… I’ll just be across the road” [Marie]
· This reveals that Marie is a caring character; one that is willing to go out of her way to help others, despite having grievances of her own.
· It also reveals that Cassie, though she is sharp tongued and seems capable of standing up for herself, is reliant upon Marie for support. It is clear that she sees Marie as someone who is level headed and trustworthy because she chooses to share her worries with her, not Nora, her own mother.
· This also gives the audience an indication that Cassie and Nora do not share a very amiable relationship (conflict) as Cassie cannot discuss troubling thoughts with her own mother. 
*****
· Loyal to her husband
· Throughout Marie’s monologue it becomes clear that Michael did not always     make his love for Marie apparent and needed to be drunk in order to show his wife any affection.
· “Sometimes he said he loved me when he’d no drink in him at all. Sometimes he even did that” [Marie]
· This shows that, even though Michael does not give himself emotionally to Marie, she still loves him unconditionally. The audience can infer that Marie counts herself to be lucky with Michael and will stay with him no matter what.
· This is important for revealing the theme of truth and self-delusion. Throughout the play Marie continues to convince herself that Michael loved her, even though she admits “…those hands that were so warm and gentle you hardly worried where he was putting them”, suggesting she is aware of his infidelity. She does this so as to escape the harsh life of Belfast during the Troubles.
· It is also important for revealing how men impact the women in the play, namely how Michael impacts on Marie. The repetition of the word ‘sometimes’ suggests that Marie cherishes these memories of Michael because they did not happen often. It demonstrates her deep love for him which is why, three years later, she still mourns for him. It is clear that Marie holds on to this vision of Michael because she doesn’t want to face life without him. 
*****
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Towards the end of the play, Marie’s nature changes and she becomes more volatile.
· When Cassie tells Marie that she and Michael had an affair, Marie is no    longer the hospitable, warm character the audience saw at the beginning of the play. Her calm demeanour is completely shattered.
· “GET OUT OF MY HOUSE! Hell isn’t deep enough for you” [Marie] “Marie screams a great howl of pain and loss” [stage directions]
· The exclamatory language and description of her reaction shows that Marie is finding it extremely difficult to digest the news that her seemingly loving husband and best friend had an affair. It shows that when the most important part of her life (her vision and memory of her husband husband) is destroyed, she can no longer be the cheerful, level headed person everyone relies on.
· This relates to the theme of truth and self-delusion. Marie had held on to this idea of Michael being a perfect man, someone who could make everything perfect for her. She used this idea to function in everyday life. However, she cannot maintain the smile that she ‘superglue[d]’ on because she has finally had to accept that Michael was not perfect. 
· This aspect of Marie’s character also brings conflict within the play. A combination of years of mourning and pent up anger causes Marie to lose all composure. Her anger is aimed at Cassie because she is partly responsible for inflicting this pain.



Deirdre  
- Deirdre seeks the truth about who her father is (Michael) because she doesn’t      know anything about him.
- Deirdre’s monologue when in Marie’s house reveals that Deirdre wants the        truth, that she hopes to find it from Marie, but that she will have to disrupt the lives of all present (Marie, Cassie and Nora) in order to get it.
- “I need a knife… the truth…a wee bit of hard truth you could just hold in your hand and point where you liked.” [Deirdre] 
- For Deirdre, a knife symbolises the truth; just like a knife, the truth can be cold, hard and damaging.
- While searching for the truth about her father (Michael) Deirdre is prepared to destroy the illusions of; Marie (that Michael was a perfect husband), Cassie (that she can escape her miserable life with Joe through her promiscuity and through leaving Belfast) and Nora (that she can escape the violence in Belfast by making her domestic life idyllic and perfect). In this way, Deirdre forces the all three women to face what they had been escaping from, thereby freeing them of their self-delusion. 
*****
- Deirdre brings conflict to the play.
- In order to convince Marie that Michael is her dad, Deirdre must reveal that he had many affairs with other women. In the club, Deirdre comes very close to telling both Marie and Nora that she had seen Cassie and Michael in a car together. Cassie violently threatens Deirdre as she does not want to face up to her guilt.
- “You bastarding wee hoor! Come here till I get the skin off you” [Cassie to Deirdre]
- Cassie hides from the truth of what she has done to her friend, Marie (had an affair with her husband) by silencing Deirdre with a vicious outburst. The audience is also aware that Cassie plans to leave Belfast in order to escape what she has done to both Marie and her husband (again, had multiple relations with other men.) Her belief that this plan will work indicates her self-delusion. 

*****
- Deirdre forces all of the characters to face the harsh reality of life, particularly Marie, by making her see what Cassie and Michael are truly like.
- This is something that Deirdre must do in order to find out about her father so she prompts Cassie to tell Marie that she had an affair with Michael. Marie’s reaction is explosive and her character changes. No longer is she the hospitable, caring woman whose kettle is “…always hot for tea” Instead she is full of hate and pain.
- “GET OUT OF MY HOUSE… Hell isn’t deep enough for you… Marie lets out great howls of pain and grief”
- Marie’s smile is no longer held in place by “superglue”. She has had to face the truth that Michael was not “a good man”, something that she had spent years believing. Deirdre makes Marie realise that she had built up this idea of Michael being faithful and loyal, when he was neither. Marie is no longer mistaken about who Michael really was, therefore Deirdre is vital for the theme of truth and self- delusion; Marie now knows the truth about Cassie and Michael. 
- This is also perhaps the most dramatic part of the play. Marie is no longer composed and is on the brink of losing all control when she throws anything she can find at Cassie. This is important because it allows the audience to see that the truth, in its immediate wake, causes conflict.  


Cassie
- Cassie is a sharp tongued character, who often chastises Marie for not standing up for herself, especially when it becomes clear that Deirdre has taken some of Marie’s clothes and jewellery, without asking.
- “You’re a mug! That girl’s making a fool of you” [Cassie to Marie]
- The words ‘mug’ and ‘fool’ suggest Cassie believes Deirdre is taking advantage of Marie’s kind nature. Although the words are cutting, Cassie is really trying to stick up for her friend, showing that they share a close relationship.
*****
- Cassie tries to escape her miserable life by finding comfort in other men, one man being Michael, Marie’s husband. She justifies her actions by saying “…grabbing onto some man because he smells like excitement, he smells like escape. They can’t take you anywhere except into the back seat of their car.” [Cassie to Marie] It is clear that she feels guilty when she says;
- “Oh I’m just bad I am” [Cassie to Marie]
- This reveals another side to Cassie’s character. Though she pretends she doesn’t “care what the world thinks” , she is really concealing her low self-esteem and misery. In this way, Cassie uses her wild behaviour as a means of escape which is important of the theme of truth and self-delusion.   
*****
- Cassie, realising that she cannot hide her secret affair with Michael forever, admits her guilt to Marie. It is clear that she does not place as much importance on honesty within a relationship as Marie, as she says;
- “And he did always tell you truth, but there’s only so much the truth anyone wants hear.” 
- This suggests that Michael was selective in what he told Marie and hid secrets from her, even though Marie made it clear to him that she’d “…want to know, I [she] couldn’t bear not to know [the truth]” [Marie to Cassie]
- Cassie’s confession to Marie forces them to both face the truth they had each been hiding from; Marie from who Michael really was; and Cassie, the guilt that had plagued her. They have finally accepted the reality of their lives but it has cost them their friendship.  


Nora
- Nora is fierce and brave when she feels her family is threatened.
- When Sean and Joe were arrested, Nora was proactive in protective them;
“Out the way or it’ll be worse for you… Would you strike a woman that could be your mother?” [Nora to a policeman]
“She was a lioness, she was.” [Cassie about Nora]
- Nora is characterised as a ‘bold’ girl in the sense that she is brave. It is important in revealing how men impact the women within the play. She is willing to stand up for them because she doesn’t want to lose them because then she will be alone with responsibilities such as looking after her children and up keeping the household, single-handedly.
*****
- Nora escapes the reality of her abusive relationship with her husband Sean, and the difficulty of life during the Troubles through her pursuit of domestic perfection.
- Rather than focusing on the horrifying fact that British soldiers have had to force their way into her home, Nora focuses on how her living room and garden have been destroyed;
“Oh but, I’ll never have my bamboo suite again… [it was] just a wee dream” [Nora]
- Nora’s refusal to focus on real life and instead reminisce about old furniture she lost during violent raids highlights how she escapes reality through domesticity. This is important in highlighting how Nora’s character reveals the theme of truth and self-delusion; she does not want to face the reality of her life, so instead dreams of a perfect home.  
*****
- Nora has a fragile relationship with her daughter, Cassie. There are two main reasons for this; 
· Nora cares a lot about outward appearances and does not like that Cassie’s actions would lead to gossip about her and their family;
“There’s only one bold girl here, Cassie Ryan, and she’s broadcasting it to the world”
Nora uses the word ‘bold’ in the sense that Cassie is badly behaved. She is reprimanding her for her risqué behaviour. It is clear that Nora does not approve of Cassie’s antics which leads them to have many cutting arguments.
· The men within the family, Nora’s husband (Cassie’s dad) and Nora’s son (Cassie’s brother), cause Cassie and Nora to argue.
“Oh right, I shouldn’t have thrown myself in the way of his fists like that…crying on the floor with bruises going black on my face”
It is clear that Nora was a victim of domestic abuse. Although Cassie has a very negative view of men in general, she adores her father and believes that if he acted out against Nora, it was because it was because Nora had been “upsetting daddy again”. Just as Cassie resents her mother for never putting her dinner out before her brother’s, Nora resents Cassie for sticking up for Sean. In this way, men impact negatively on both women as they are one of the reasons the two women cannot agree. 



Themes;
Truth and self-delusion
- Marie is reluctant to accept that Michael could have been anything but a “good man”. Throughout the play she maintains this idea because that’s “what keeps us together, keeps me going”. When Cassie tells her that she had an affair with Michael, Marie loses all composure;
- “Marie stands frozen for a moment then she screams a great howl of pain and loss” [stage directions]
- Marie has finally had to accept the truth about Michael cheating on her and is devastated. She can no longer keep up the pretence that he was a “good man” because she realises she would only be lying to herself. She is forced to let go of the perfect vision of Michael and accepts that Michael was “…a man like any other”
*****
- Cassie is unhappy with her life. As a means of escape and comfort, she formed relationships with other men, other than her husband, Joe. Marie’s husband, Michael, is one man that she had an affair with. Unable to live with the guilt, Cassie then planned to leave Belfast but confesses to Marie when she realises the secret will be exposed eventually. 
- She reveals to Marie; “I felt like I was trapped… Michael was a window. Just a bit of excitement… It was exciting” [Cassie]
- This reveals that Cassie always hoped for more from life and, for a brief time, Michael offered her what she wanted. However, he could never take her away entirely and Cassie would still have to deal with the hardships brought on by the Troubles (her husband being in prison) and the guilt she consequently felt, having lied to Marie.
*****
- Deirdre is the only character within the play that does not want to hide from reality and actively seeks the truth about who her father was.
- “I need a knife… the truth… a wee bit of hard truth you could hold in your hand and point where you liked” [Deirdre]
- The knife is a metaphorical symbol for the truth. Deirdre uses it to indicate to the audience that she intends to find out about her father. It is an effective symbol because, like a knife, the truth can be cold, hard and damaging. This is something that Marie, Cassie and Nora all learn by the close of the play. 


Conflict
- The setting of the play reveals the troubled times in which it is set, particularly noticeable during the raid of the club. The raid is described through the eyes of Deirdre and Marie so that the audience can experience what they experience;
- “Brick in your hand…hit skin and it’ll burst open and bleed… The whole town’s a prison…’cause we’re all in a prison” [Deirdre]
- The mention of weapons such as a ‘brick’ and the effects they have (making people ‘bleed’) demonstrates conflict in Belfast. The mention of the people being ‘in a prison’ hints at how all the characters within the play feel trapped. For Cassie and Nora, in particular, it suggests that even though their husbands are in a literal prison, they feel as though they are too because they cannot live freely. This is important for highlighting to the audience how men impact on their lives; without them around to help deal with such horror, the women feel at a loss, as though they cannot escape, with no option but to struggle on. 
- This, in turn, enables the audience to understand why they find distractions in other things, such as domestic perfection and promiscuous behaviour.
*****
- The conflict in Belfast has impacted on the men mentioned throughout the play. It is clear that Marie has a difficult time accepting that Michael has been dead when Cassie has to persuade her to go on a night out, rather than grieving;
- “Michael’s been dead three and a half years” [Cassie]
-  This allows the audience to see that Marie has been mourning his loss for a considerable time and refuses to let him go. It becomes clear that Marie does this because this is her way of coping with life in a war zone, thereby linking to theme of truth and self-delusion; Marie clings on to the idea that Michael made everything perfect, like they’d “won through everything and there were never going to be bad times again” [Marie] because without this belief, she would not be the calm, kind woman that her friends and children rely on.  
*****
- Throughout the play there is also conflict between several characters;
· Cassie and Deirdre
· Cassie and Nora                             see individual ‘Character’ notes for examples.
· Cassie and Marie


Impact of men
- Cassie and Nora have an unstable relationship due to the impact of Sean, Cassie’s father and Nora’s husband. They each hold opposing views on the type of man he was; where Nora criticises him, Cassie defends him.
- “You should’ve left him alone” [Cassie]
“Oh right, I shouldn’t have thrown myself in the way of his fists like that” [Nora]
- Cassie defends her father because he has been the only man she has ever been able to trust. Nora, views him as an abusive drunk. Their difference of opinion causes a rift between them and creates conflict within the family. (See notes on ‘Nora’ for more)
*****
- By the close of the play, Marie and Cassie’s friendship is effectively ruined because of Cassie’s affair with Michael. This revelation causes Marie to change from a level headed person who is willing to “…hear what she has to say” [Marie about Deirdre, regarding her stolen clothes] to a violent, unpredictable character;
- “Marie grasps…everything she can lay hands on. She pelts Cassie.”
- This allows the audience to see how the affair has affected Marie; her calm demeanour has disappeared, along with her perfect vision of Michael. She can no longer pretend to herself that he was a “good man” and has to face the truth. Michael impacts on her life because, although initially he helps her cope, ultimately he causes her more pain. (See notes on ‘Marie’ for more)

Symbols;
The knife
(See notes on ‘Deirdre’)

The birds and polyester fabric
These symbols both indicate how both Marie and Nora long to escape. Marie mentions she “…saw a pigeon…when it crossed the clouds it was black but when it flew past the roofs it was white”. This suggests that Marie looks beauty in something ordinary, just as she sees perfection in Michael. Nora keeps her polyester fabric in her handbag, however, Deirdre destroys it. This is significant as it symbolises that Nora’s life cannot be perfect simply because she has a decorative house. 


Michael’s picture
Though Michael has been dead for three and a half years, his picture takes prime position in Marie’s front room. Cassie uses it as a means for hiding the money she has saved, money that will be used for her escape from Belfast. This acts as an early indication that Michael and Cassie are connected. When Deirdre is in the room she ‘studies’ the picture, as if trying to work out something about the man she knows is her father. When Marie finds out the truth about Cassie and Michael’s affair she takes a knife and “smashes and slashes Michael’s picture with swift, efficient destructiveness”. This is symbolic of her finally accepting the truth about Michael; she has destroyed his picture, just as Cassie as destroyed her perfect illusion of him.  
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