Bold Girls Scottish Set Text – The 8 Mark Question

For example [Extract is the opening of the play]: 
In this extract Deirdre is still not a part of Marie’s life. With close reference to the rest of the play, explain her impact on the other characters and the ideas this helps to convey.

Step 1 – 2 Marks

 Describe the area of commonality between the extract and the other areas of the play to which you will be referring (2 marks) 

– 1 mark for a simple remark about commonality 
– 2 marks for a more well-developed answer. 

For example:
Across the play, Deirdre takes on many different roles that affect the other characters. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this extract Deirdre acts as an observer. She is outside looking in at what is going on. 
At the end of Scene 1, Deirdre is a parasite who takes from other characters. At the end of the play, Deirdre is a catalyst who forces Marie to think about her life and the relationship she had with her now dead husband – Michael. 

Step 2 – 2 Marks

Make a specific reference (quote or reference) to the extract in front of you in answer to the question (2 marks)

– 1 mark for quote 
– 1 mark for comment/analysis

For example:
In this extract, the stage directions show us the position of Deirdre on the set: “Deirdre is not in this room, she’s crouching on all fours”. Here, Deirdre is outside Marie’s house, looking at what is going on. She has no effect on the other characters at this point other than to watch what they do with their lives.

Step 3 – 4 Marks

Make 2 references to other areas of the play and link each one to the question by showing how the same theme/character is explored (2 marks for each)

For example:
Deirdre acts as a parasite in the play. At the end of Scene 1, she steals from Cassie. “She studies it, then almost leisurely reaches behind it and removes the money Cassie has hidden there.” By stealing the money, Deirdre removes Cassie’s hope of leaving her home and past behind as the money was put away so that she could move abroad.
(2 marks)

In Scene 4, Deirdre reveals that Marie’s husband Michael was having an affair with Cassie. By revealing this, Deirdre acts as a catalyst, forcing Marie to think deeply about how her “happy” marriage with Michael was only maintained by her unwillingness to accept the truth – that her husband was not as faithful and loving as she believed.
(2 marks)


Laying out your answer

You should use headings to make it clear to your marker that you know how to answer an 8 mark question. Use the following:

Area of commonality (step 1)
Commonality in this extract (step 2)
Commonality elsewhere in the play (step 3)

If you are running out of time, you should still use the headings, but you could write your answer as bullet points rather than the paragraph structure used here.
