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Relationships
Marie and Cassie
· Best friends and neighbours
· Contrasting characters
· Marie feels she had a happy marriage
· Cassie is repulsed by her husband
· Cassie does not allow Marie to be happy – always contradicts her optimism
· Cassie seems angered by Marie’s happiness, most likely because she is jealous
· Marie makes the most of what she has; Cassie is desperate to escape
· Cassie had an affair with Marie’s husband
· Cassie often encourages Marie to move on from Michael – is this for Marie’s own good or Cassie’s conscience?
· Marie only becomes angry and aggressive when Cassie reveals the affair
· Cassie never apologies for betraying Marie – Cassie justifies this by claiming Marie did not want to hear the truth
· Cassie assumes they will continue to be friends after the revelation
· Marie could accept Michael cheating on her but cannot accept Cassie and Michael betraying her






Cassie and Nora
· Mother and daughter  - they have a very strained relationship
· They often argue and they are openly critical of one another
· They have different opinions about Sean (father and husband)
· Nora was beaten by him regularly – especially when he was drunk
· Cassie has a distorted/romantic view of her father – she believes it is Nora provoked him
· Cassie feels Nora favoured Martin (her brother)
· Cannot accept each other’s version of the truth
· Nora disapproves of Cassie’s promiscuous behaviour – reputation is important to Nora
· They laugh when reminiscing about their men being taken away – Cassie is proud of Nora

Marie and Deirdre
· Deirdre forces Marie to confront the truth
· Deirdre connects Marie to the past, present and future
· Deirdre wears Marie’s clothes – perhaps trying to establish a link
· Marie accepts Deirdre even though she is proof that Michael was lying to her
· Michael and Marie always wanted a girl – she may see Deirdre as another link to Michael 
· Michael never told Marie about Deirdre
· If he had known, he may have wanted a girl with Marie because he could not claim Deirdre as his own
· Or, it was his way of building up to telling Marie about her
· Marie is motherly and Deirdre needs a mother
· The play ends with them preparing breakfast together – this represents a turning point for Marie as she is now moving on with her life
