Bold Girls

Useful Quotes

Marie Scene 1

1. “There is a small picture of the Virgin on one wall, a large grainy blow-up photo of a smiling young man on the other” (Stage Directions)

2. “…and the kettle always hot for tea.” (Stage Directions)

3. “He was the only boy I’d wanted at all and it was still a miracle to me he wanted me back” (pg. 13)

4. “It’s only crusts; I just like to feed them.” (pg. 29)

5.  “Sometimes he said he loved me when he’d no drink in him at all.” (pg. 33)

Marie Scene 2

1. “Oh I hate standing in front of everyone” (pg.39)

2. “He had all these schemes. Never got to try them though.” (Pg. 37)

3. “I won’t let you. You won’t get a chance, Cassie. I’ll be just across the road, I won’t let you go crazy. You just see what you’ll get if you try.” (pg. 48)

Marie Scene 3

1. “Have you been seeing someone Cassie? Well I’m just saying I wouldn’t blame you if you had.”

2. “I used to say to Michael, ‘If you go with someone else it’ll tear the heart out of me but tell me, just tell me the truth cause I’d want to know, I couldn’t bear not to know.’ He never did though. So I never worried.”

3. “Cassie where could you go with two kids for two hundred pounds?”

Marie Scene 4

1. “I’ve got a lot to be thankful for. I’ve my kids, a job, a nice wee house and I can still pay for it.” (pg. 68)

2. “Marie grabs crisps, drinks, everything she can lay hands on. She pelts Cassie with them, moving closer and closer.” (Stage Direction pg. 72)

3. “Marie stands for another frozen moment then she screams, a great howl of pain and loss.” (Stage Direction pg. 72)

4. “Oh but they think I don’t know how to be bitter. They think I never learned.” (pg. 76)

5. “…smashes and slashes Michael’s picture with swift, efficient destructiveness.” (pg. 77)

6. “I knew who you were the first time I saw you.” (pg.79)

Nora Scene 1

1. “All my lino’s curled after the last time. I’ll never find a colour like that again.” (pg. 3)

2. “Thanks Marie. Our Martin never grudged me a cigarette.” (pg. 8)

3. God forgive me for bringing a child into this world with a heart of flint and a tongue to match.” (pg. 8)

4. “Ahh! Will you look at what those great boots are doing to my nasturtiums!” (pg. 11)

Nora Scene 2

1. “There’s only one bold girl here, Cassie Ryan and she’s broadcasting it to the world.” (pg.38)

2. “Your brother was a good wee boy, the best boy a mother ever….” (pg. 41)

3. “If this is hell, it could do with a lick of paint” (pg. 44)

4. “Oh but I’ll never have my bamboo suite again.” (pg. 45)

Nora Scene 4

1. “And he never lifted a finger to her Marie. Not once.” 

2. “Though it seems to me there’s not a place in the world that is different.”

3. “I shouldn’t have thrown myself in the way of his fists like that.”

4. “ I couldn’t get near him for his own wee girl combing his hair and singing him songs when she should’ve been at school”

Cassie Scene 1

1. “It gets your intestines and eats them away till they just shrivel up like worms”

2. “Heart like a brillo pad, that’s me”

3. “I fell out with my mummy on the delivery room floor”

4. “All I can have today is half a grapefruit”

5. “Sure they did me a favour when they lifted him”

6. “And here’s me never stopped dancing since they took mine away.”

7. “My daddy never had a word to say for himself.”

Cassie Scene 2

1. “Oh so I should just get back in my box and wear bin liners till he’s out should I?”

2. They might’ve thought of him before they let him take the rap for a job he wouldn’t have the brains to understand if they tattooed it on his wrist.”

3. “The only time you gave me food before him was when I was to serve him.”

4. “I can’t stand the smell of him. The greasy, grinning, beer bellied smell of him.”

5. “You bastarding wee hoor! Come here till I get the skin off you!”

Cassie Scene 3

1. “Belfast gets an extra dark night and they get a suntan. Do you ever think there’s no justice in the world at all?”

2. “You can’t keep a secret in this place.”

3. “Do you know she gives me a tenner before every visit to go up town and buy fruit for them…and I’ll have three or four pounds safe in my pocket, saved.”

Cassie Scene 4

1. “Then I thought, stab him!”

2. “He was the gentlest man! The gentlest man if you’d only given him peace.”

3. “You see you’re good and I’m just wicked.”

4. “We both did! That’s what I’m telling you Marie! We were both lying to you for years.”

Deirdre Scenes 1 and 2

1. “the sky is grey….I can’t hardly see them because the stones between here and there are grey, the street is grey.”

2. “It’ll come in round the windows, it’ll beat in the doors, can’t keep it out.”

3. “I need a knife. A wee blade of my own….A wee bit of hard truth you could hold in your hand and point where you liked.”

4. “The whole town’s a prison. Smash chunks off the walls ‘cause we’re all in a prison.”

Deirdre Scene 4

1. “I brought your money back. So you’ve to tell me.”

2. “I used to follow him around.”

