Characterisation - Macbeth

· Thane of Glamis.  Soon to become Thane of Cawdor – an honour from the King due to his bravery in battle and his loyalty to the King.Named as “brave Macbeth” due to his courage on the battle field.  Scottish nobleman and a Commander of the Scottish army.

· Listens to the witches’ prophecy and is given the title Thane of Cawdor. Soon has ambition to become King and see the second part of the prophecy become true.

· Plots to kill Duncan with the support of his wife.Doubts himself and begins to see things (a dagger hanging in the air before him.”

· Kills Duncan and then his two servants.Become increasingly deceitful in order to cover up the murders he has committed (see his soliloquies).

· Is crowned King after Duncan’s murder and becomes a tyrant rather than a good and honourable King such as Duncan.

· He, therefore, changes throughout the play and shows some regret for his actions, separation from God and guilt: “Amen, stuck in my throat.” This is shown mostly by his inability to sleep properly.He becomes increasingly irrational, “brainsickly”, and wants to kill anyone who stands in his way. 
· He plots the killing of his friend and fellow Commander, Banquo, and then the brutal killing of Macduff’s wife and son.  This shows us he has become completely evil.  He sees visions of Banquo’s ghost at the banquet and is tormented by this.
· However, he is some ways redeems himself at the end of the play as he fights with courage against Macduff (rather than kill himself).”At least we’ll die with harness on our back.”
· Macbeth is the main tragic character in this drama.  He is a hero at the beginning but his tragic flaw is soon apparent when the witches pronounce their prophecy to Macbeth and Banquo.  The flaw is soon to become a burning ambition to becoming king.  This spurs Macbeth on to hill Duncan, a worthy and true King, his attendants, Banquo (Fleance escapes), the Macduff family and servants and young Siward at the final battle.  Finally he dies a tragic death at the hands of the vengeful Macduff who cuts off his head and brandishes before the army and the newly appointed king, Malcolm.

· When Macbeth is king, fear and chaos reigns.  The people soon become frightened and disloyal towards Macbeth.  He is full of guilt over the blood he has spilled and cannot sleep after the murder of Duncan.  He is a tyrannical king rather than a good and worthy one.

· Lady Macbeth helps to support the killing of Duncan but loses her mind when Macbeth continues with the blood shed.  Macbeth soon plots to kill others without the help and support of his wife showing that his own tyranny and ambition is now beyond that of his wife’s.

· The supernatural is evident when Macbeth is in power.  Evidence of this is the visions that Macbeth sees, such as the floating dagger and the ghost of Banquo.  The weather turns foul also when Duncan is killed and there are reports of supernatural events happening outside of Macbeth’s castle.

· Macbeth is finally killed and behead by Macduff.  This is a just ending as Macbeth ensured that Macduff’s family and servants were all slaughtered.  Order is finally restored to Scotland and a new king (a rightful King) is now in place again, Malcolm, son of Duncan.

