Characterisation - Lady Macbeth
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· Lady Macbeth is ambitious from the beginning of the play.  She hears of the witches’ prophecy through a letter sent to her by her husband.  This means she has time to plot the killing of Duncan.
· She is willing to call upon evil in order to gain the crown for her husband and willing even to change the natural order of things so that this ambition will be fulfilled: “Unsex me here, And fill me from the crown …. direst cruelty.” This shows how determined she is to kill the King: she would even become a man in order to have the strength to go ahead with the evil deed.
· These actions and words from Lady Macbeth tell us that from the beginning of the play she is evil and willing to be in league with the supernatural to gain her dream.  It is fairly unusual for a female character to have such a strong and evil role to play in Shakespeare’s dramas.
· She controls her husband’s natural doubts about killing Duncan and urges him to be manly.  She even helps with the act itself and ensures that all is covered up adequately so that they will not be suspected: “To alter favour ever is to fear.  Leave all the rest to me.”
· She is a devious character in that she shows a kind and loyal face to the king and his party whilst plotting secretly with her husband to kill him in order that Macbeth can become king.
· She automatically believes the prophecy of the witches, perhaps showing an incentive towards evil already before taking any action.
· However, she soon loses control of her husband’s thirst for blood and he doesn’t need  her to support or control him.  This becomes too much for her and she eventually loses her sanity and is found wandering and talking in her sleep, wringing her hands with guilt and trying to erase the supposed blood from her hands: “What, will these hands ne’er be clean?”
· Lady Macbeth towards the end of the play seemingly kills herself.  She dies offstage, “The queen, my lord, is dead.”
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