Act 3

[Read Scene 1]
· Describe what Macbeth plots in this scene using your own words.

· How does this make you feel towards Macbeth?  
· What does this scene tell us about lies?

· Now that Macbeth is king he has much more power to make things happen as he wants them to happen.  Duncan also had this power – compare the two kings.

· Is Macbeth a good king?

· Look at what the murderers say about themselves.  What does this suggest about them and about Macbeth for choosing them?

“I am one, my liege,

whom the vile blows and buffets of the world

Have so incens’d that I am reckless what

I do to spite the world.”

· What reason does Macbeth give to the murderers for not killing Banquo himself?

“It is concluded: Banquo, thy soul’s flight,

If it find heaven, must find it out to-night.”

[Scene 4]

· The feasting and welcoming is all for show.  We soon discover how Macbeth really feels with the arrival of the murderers and Banquo’s ghost.

· Summarise Macbeth’s state of mind.  Give evidence from this scene to help.

· Do we learn more about Macbeth’s tyranny in this scene?

· Who is missing at the feast?

[Scene 5]

· This is a scene of some controversy among scholars.  They think perhaps Shakespeare did not write this scene but that it was added in later.

· What evidence can you find to prove this theory?

· Why do you think it was added to the play?

· What does it add in your opinion, if anything?

                                        
[Scene 6]
· This scene tells us about the politics in Scotland.  What are Lennox and the Lord discussing?  Are they for Macbeth or against him?  Give evidence.

· Analyse the following quotation:

“Give to our tables meat, sleep to our nights;

Free from our feasts and banquets bloody knives,

Do faithful homage and receive free honours,

All which we pine for now.”

· What do we learn about MacDuff’s whereabouts:
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