Act One

[Read Scene 1 & 2]

· Why does Shakespeare begin his drama in this way?

· What does it add to the atmosphere?

· Who do the witches name?

· Write in your own words what has happened in battle?

· Write a list of qualities we hear of Macbeth from others.

· Choose a quotation that you think shows the best quality in Macbeth and analyse it.  (Be ready to share ideas with the rest of the class.)

· Discuss the irony of the following quotation:

“what he hath lost noble Macbeth hath won.”

[Read Scene 3 & 4]

· Shakespeare uses foreshadowing throughout his drama.  This alerts us to future events and adds dramatic tension to the play.

· Find evidence of foreshadowing in this scene and explain in your own words what is said.

· Does Macbeth take the witches’ prophecy seriously?

· Does his attitude differ from Banquo’s?

· Give evidence for your answer.

· What is your impression of Macbeth in Scene 4?

· What does the king think of Macbeth?

· What dramatic technique does Shakespeare use to tell us what Macbeth is thinking?

· Macbeth lies at the end of this scene showing that he has now entered the world of deceit and treachery.

[Read Scenes 4 & 5]

· Having just been told Macbeth’s thoughts in Scene 5, what do you think of him stating:

“….our duties

Are to your throne and state, children and servants.

Which do but what they should, by doing every thing

Safe towards your love and honour.”

· Analyse the imagery bestowed on the worthy Macbeth and Banquo:

 
“But signs of nobleness, likes stars,

shall shone on all deservers

from hence to Inverness

And bind us further to you”

· Now compare to Macbeth’s words:

“Stars, hide your fires!

Let not light see my black and deep desires.”

· Tension is added to the end of Scene 4 with the King declaring Malcolm as his successor and that he will visit Macbeth’s castle in Inverness.  Explain this in your own words.

· What are your impressions of Lady Macbeth in Scene 5?  Give a detailed answer and evidence from the text.

· What is she worried about?

· Lady Macbeth invokes powers to help her reverse the natural order of things: list as many as you can from her “raven” soliloquy.

· This is a central theme to the play: the natural against the supernatural.  Watch out for more quotations that would fit this theme.

· Look at lines 60-69 in Act 5.  Write in your own words what Lady Macbeth says to her husband.

· What is the “serpent” symbolic of?  

· “Leave all the rest to me” Lady Macbeth seems all too ready and capable of committing murder on a rightful King!

[Read Scene 6 & 7]

· Although Scene 6 is short it allows Shakespeare to set the scene as Duncan sees it – reminding us he is a good King – he sees natural order around the castle on his approach.  This is in sharp contrast to the talk of “serpents”, “direst cruelty” and “murdering ministers” in the previous scene between Macbeth and his wife.

Why does Shakespeare do this?  Remember what you have been taught about the context of this play.

· Scene 7 begins with Macbeth’s soliloquy thinking of murder.  He changes his mind a few times.  Write in your own words what Macbeth says here.
· Is Macbeth doubting himself in this soliloquy?  Give your opinion with evidence from the text.

· “I have no spur
To prick the sides of my intent, but only vaulting ambition,

Which o’er-leaps itself

And falls on the other”

What techniques are used here?

· Lady Macbeth convinces her husband with violent imagery.  Quote and analyse this imagery for depth.

· Add more information to your analysis on Lady Macbeth from what you have learned in this scene.

