





2017 – Q11 (Powerful emotion)

LOVE
“She put my arm about her waist…
Murmuring how she loved me”

“She shut the cold out and the storm
And kneeled and made the cheerless grate
Blaze up”

ANGER – 2
1
“Three times her little throat around,
And strangled her. No pain felt she;”

2
“It tore the elm-tops down for spite,
And did its worst to vex the lake:”

OBSESSION
“Porphyria worshipped me; surprise
Made my heart swell, and still it grew”

“That moment she was mine, mine, fair
Perfectly pure and good:”

2017 – Q11 – Porphyria’s Lover

Robert Browning’s seminal poem ‘Porphyria’s Lover’ charts the death of Porphyria at the hands of her obsessive lover. The speaker experiences a range of turbulent emotions throughout the poem, heightened by Browning’s skilled use of word choice, sentence structure and repetition. Love, anger and obsession form an integral part of the dramatic monologue and contribute to the speaker’s devolution into insanity. 
The poem opens with the speaker sitting alone, waiting on the return of his lover Porphyria. Upon her entrance, his mood immediately lifts and the room brightens. After sitting with Porphyria, the speaker contemplates the strength of her love for him and decides she is too caught up in earthly ties. He makes the decision to kill her and strangles her with her own hair. The poem concludes in a haunting manner, with the speaker sitting with the body of Porphyria all night as a challenge to God.


The poem opens with the speaker alone. We can see the powerful emotion of love from the moment Porphyria enters. Browning uses word choice to emphasise how strongly the speaker feels:
“She shut the cold out and the storm
And kneeled and made the cheerless grate
Blaze up”
At this point, Browning suggests that Porphyria’s absence was the reason for the speaker feeling uneasy. There is a distinct shift in tone from the opening lines which are full of negative connotations. The tone here is more positive and uplifting. The ‘cheerless grate’ represents the speaker and the fact it is made to ‘blaze up’ symbolises the passion in the relationship between Porphyria and the speaker. It is made clear that she is a hugely positive influence on his life. Further in the poem, this idea of love is continued when Porphyria finally places herself next to the speaker:
	“She put my arm about her waist
	And made her smooth white shoulder bare…
	Murmuring how she loved me”
There is a power dynamic in the relationship between Porphyria and the speaker. Porphyria at this moment appears to be in control. The fact that she exposes her shoulder creates a sense of vulnerability around her – she is enticing to the speaker. Porphyria goes to declare her love towards the speaker yet the speaker feels this is a weak testimony and he believes his commitment to her is stronger than hers to him. It is at this moment we see the depth of love that the speaker has towards Porphyria, the love he has at this stage is beginning to shift towards a dangerous obsession that will prove to be the downfall of Porphyria. 

Secondly, the poem addresses anger, seen through the eyes of the speaker. The accomplished use of pathetic fallacy sets the tone of ire from the outset of the poem:
	“It tore the elm-tops down for spite,
And did its worst to vex the lake:”
The choice of ‘tore’ at this point indicates an extreme violence, perhaps in the tendencies of the speaker. This idea is further highlighted through “spite” and “vex”. The negative word choice contributes to the picture of the speaker being unsettled and builds a sense of the speaker’s fury at having to wait on the arrival at his lover. Perhaps his anger stems from his understanding of the differences between himself and Porphyria in their social class – she is above him and he is forced to cater to her. Anger, therefore, is a powerful emotion peppered throughout the poem, underscoring the decline in the mental state of the speaker.

Furthermore, at the climax of the poem, the speaker’s anger erupts as he commits his heinous act – the murder of Porphyria. The use of inversion heightens our horror at her death.
	“Three times her little throat around,
And strangled her. No pain felt she;”
The simplistic nature of these statements reinforces the horror we feel towards these actions and underscore the disturbed thoughts of the speaker. The enjambment and use of inversion delay our understanding of what is going on and build tension as we come to understand what the speaker’s outburst of anger has resulted in. The diminutive form of ‘little throat’ heightens the vulnerability of Porphyria and adds to sense of anger being felt by the speaker. The use of caesura gives the reader a moment to process what has happened – Porphyria’s life has been brutally ended by her lover in a moment of anger. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Robert Browning’s dramatic monologue ‘Porphyria’s Lover’ charts a range of powerful emotions felt by the speaker, moving from anger, through love and finally ending in obsession. Browning’s skilled use of word choice, pathetic fallacy and personification created a deeply disturbing poem that haunts a reader with its portrayal of a speaker driven to obsession by his own mental instability. 
