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Types of Questions

Questions about sentence structure

Sentence structure simply means the way that sentences are put together. You will probably notice if a sentence is constructed in an unusual way. Often a writer will construct an unusual or even ‘wrong’ sentence to grab your attention, or to gain some particular effect.

So, if you get a question in the exam about sentence structure, take a good look at the sentence and ask yourself the following questions:

· Is the sentence noticeably long OR noticeably short?
· Is there a pattern of punctuation? (commas, dashes, brackets)

· Is there a difference in punctuation? (exclamation mark, question mark)
· Is the regular order of the words changed? (inversion)

· Are words repeated? (repetition)

· Do words appear in groupings? (list)

· Do words build in importance to the end of the sentence? (climax)
You may have to examine the use of punctuation marks. Look at the list below and make sure you are aware of them for your reading exam:
· … ellipsis dots used to tail off a sentence or to show gaps in speech or writing

· : colon
 often used to introduce a list, a quotation, an idea, information, an      exclamation or a statement.

· -  dash can be used in a pair like brackets to set aside information which is not vital, or may be used singly to introduce a piece of information.
· “” inverted commas  go round the exact words said when someone speaks OR go round words quoted when a quotation is used OR can imply that something is only ‘so called’ and not genuine.

· (  ) brackets, -  - two dashes  & , , two commas - all otherwise known as parenthesis.  These are used to separate off information which is interesting but not vital.  The writing would still make sense if the parenthesis was missed out completely.  

Remember the structure for your answers:
a) “__(Quote)___” – identify feature of sentence structure or punctuation
b) The effect of this is _(Explain the feature)___. This highlights __(Relate to question)____.
Questions about word choice
Certain words belong to certain subject groups. (Think about words connected to war and violence for example) Some words bring up certain ideas in the mind of the reader, or create certain sorts of atmosphere. Remember the structure:
a) “ ____(Quote 1 or 2 words max)___” connotes ____(Connotations)______
b) This highlights _______(Relate to essay question)_____________
Questions about imagery

These questions ask you to comment on the use of similes, metaphors or personification in the given lines. Remember the structure:

a) “_(Quote)__” – simile/metaphor/personification
b) Just as ___(Focus on figurative)___, so too __(what does that tell us about the literal (thing being described))____
Questions about Language
Often a question will ask you about a “writer’s use of language”. This is a general analysis question. You must pick out an interesting feature in the lines you are told to look at and identify the technique used. Then you should fully analyse the example you chose. Remember the structure:
a) “__(Quote)____” – word choice/imagery/sentence structure/tone
b) Analyse the technique using the structure you have learned for that technique (e.g. imagery = just as… so too, word choice = This connotes …This tells us…)

Questions about meanings in context
In these questions you are asked to use the context to help you give the meaning of a word or phrase.  There is a set pattern for how to answer these.  You will get one mark for giving the meaning, and the second mark for showing how you were able to work out that meaning from the context. 

Questions about linking

These questions have begun to come up in N5!  The question will ask you how a certain sentence acts as a link between ideas at a particular point in the passage.  There is a simple, four-step method to tackling these:

· Quote briefly from the linking sentence or paragraph

· Show how that quotation makes a link back to earlier in the passage

· Quote briefly again from the linking sentence or paragraph

· Show how this second quotation makes a link forward to what is to come in the passage.

Questions in your own words/summarising

The question will ask you to find information and then translate what you have found into simple language. Remember: locate, underline, translate. And pay attention to the number of marks a question is worth – this is the number of points you must make. You should always answer in bullet points!
Questions about writer’s attitude

These questions are asking you to decide whether a writer is being positive or negative about a topic. You should make a decision on which one and then treat this as a word choice question to back up your choice.

Questions about writer’s tone
For these questions, imagine the paragraph or section is being read aloud. How would you say it? To get the marks, decide on the tone and then treat is as a word choice question. Think about the following tones:

Humorous, light-hearted, flippant, conversational, tongue-in-cheek, mocking, sarcastic, angry, venomous

Questions about effective introductions
Think about how you are engaged as a reader. Are you asked a question? Is the topic summed up particularly succinctly? Is there a series of short sentences to draw you in? Is there particularly emotive word choice? Quote and comment to get your marks
Questions about effective conclusions

Conclusions tend to be effective because they reference ideas already seen in the passage. Quote and explain what idea your quotation links back to. Also, pay attention to the structure – is it short? Are you left with a question? Does it make reference to the introduction?
