Mavisbank School 
Moving and Handling Policy
Rationale:

North Lanarkshire Council recognises its responsibility to ensure the HEALTH, SAFETY and WELFARE of its employees and pupils as far as is reasonably practicable. It is the policy of North Lanarkshire Council to conform to the requirements of the Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 and implement a minimum handling policy. 
To this end, Mavisbank School aims:-

· To avoid manual handling operations as far as is reasonably practical. This is in line with both North Lanarkshire Council and Centaur Guidelines.
· To assess all operations involving manual handling procedures judged to be potentially hazardous, and reduce the risk to the lowest level which is reasonably practical. 

· To ensure that all potentially hazardous operations involving the moving and handling of pupils are subject to an annual risk assessment or more frequently if required. These risk assessments are completed by the moving and handling trainers in the school in conjunction with the physiotherapy team. Once they are agreed and signed they are shared with the Management Team then distributed to the relevant staff within the school.

Training

· All new employees involved in the Moving and Handling of pupils will participate in a thorough training programme covering all the key elements required for safe manual handling. This will be delivered by trainers within the school and will involve both a theory and practical element. Once the member of staff is trained and both the trainer and the individual feel confident then they are able to carry out manoeuvres unsupervised.

· Experienced staff will receive an annual training update covering all key elements for safe moving and handling processes as well as any relevant information regarding new equipment.
· Moving and handling trainers in school, the physiotherapy team and the Development Officer in North Lanarkshire Council with responsibility for moving and handling will provide ongoing advice and support to all staff in relation to any moving and handling concerns
Sling Management

· All pupils will have an assessment to identify the appropriate sling for them. This is carried out by a representative from the company as well as the physiotherapist and where possible a moving and handling trainer. Once a sling has been purchased the pupil’s name is written on the sling and the type of sling identified in the risk assessment as well as any other details such as loops to be used etc. 

· Children should not use slings that have not been identified for their use

· All pupils will have at least one spare sling identified for their use and this will also be labelled and kept in their classroom. 

Mavisbank School adheres to a minimum handling approach to moving and handling, avoiding any moving and handling where possible. All trainers are registered with Centaur, an accredited training body, and undergo regular assessments as well as a full day refresher course every few years. 
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