
Knowetop Primary Parent Council 

Thursday 6th September 2018 

 

 

1.  Welcome 

In Attendance: 

K. Anderson, S. Bartynek, H. Bullen, L. Downey, S. Elliott, T. Faulkner, Lynsey Hutchison, K. Macvicar, 

Gail McFadyen, Carol-Anne McGinty, A. McLeod, M. Milton, C. Mosley, J. Muir, G. Murray, J. Nicholls, 

C. Rankin, P. Smith  

Apologies: 

L. Campbell, G. McBride, K. McCabe, M. Mollon, A. Prentice 

 

 

2.  Dates for the year 

 Parent Council Meetings – 

Thurs 6th Sept, Thurs 1st Nov, Thurs 24th Jan, Tues 12th Mar, Thurs 20th Jun 

(AGM) 

 

 Discos – Thurs 25th Oct, Thurs 14th Feb, Thurs 6th Jun 

 

 Mother’s & Father’s Day stalls 

Tues 26th Mar & Tues 11th Jun respectively 

 

 Fayre – vote was taken to have a Christmas or Summer Fayre this year – 8 in 

favour of a Christmas fayre and 5 in favour of a Summer Fayre.   

Christmas Fayre – Friday 7th December 

 

 Possible Parents Social Event 

A quiz night suggested for parents on Friday 5th October, allowing an 

opportunity for parents to socialise. 

 

 

3.  Calendar of Events and Helper List 

Alison Prentice and Pamela Smith have created a letter requesting helpers for events 

throughout the year and a calendar of events.  Both of which will be sent home with 

the pupils next week. 



4.  P1 Coffee Morning – 27th September 

 To be held on Thursday 27th September at 11.00am in school hall. 

 Amanda McLeod to put a post on the Knowetop Parent Council Facebook 

page requesting anyone available to help on the day contact the school and 

for any home baking donations to be sent in. 

 P.S. to follow up messages on the school app. 

 A.Mc. to make a trip to but tea and coffee for use on the day. 

 A. Mc. and Julie Muir to liaise regarding the purchase of additional cakes. 

 

5.  Parent’s Social Event – 5th October 

 Shirley Bartynek to speak to local venues regarding cost and availability for 

the 5th October. 

 Carol-Anne McGinty spoke of Emma Mitchell having someone who has offered 

to run a quiz on the evening. 

 L. Hutchison spoke of the importance of having a focus for the funds raised.  

Jill Nicholls suggested regeneration of the playground as the focus as a 

number of the children have talked of this in various groups within the school.  

A vote was taken and it was agreed funds raised this year will be for 

playground regeneration.  P.S. will forward an email from Alison Prentice who 

has made enquiries around this area to the members of the Parent Council.  

Michelle Milton spoke of the “Awards for All” fund and offered to assist with 

the school making an application.  L.H. has a contact who is a graffiti spray 

artist who could also be contacted regarding the playground regeneration. 

 

6.  Pupil Hallowe’en Disco – 25th October 

 P1-3 Disco 6.30pm – 7.30pm and P4-7 Disco 7.45pm – 9.00pm 

 A.Mc. to put a post on Knowetop Parent Council facebook page nearer the 

time requesting helpers if required. 

 P.S. will print tickets and slips.  Slips will go home on Friday 19th October and 

a message will be posted on the app too. 

 Booker trip to be made by Carolyn Rankin with advice from A.Mc. given. 

 L.H. to make Amazon purchases. 

 Helpers requested to arrive at 5.30pm to prepare the hall. 

 L.H. to do music on the night.   

 

7.  Message from Council Member Magowan 

 As part of the Friends of George Street Park group, council member Magowan 

asked if there was any interest from the Parent Council in manning a Cake 



and Candy stall at their upcoming Fun Day on Sunday 16th September from 

12pm – 4pm?  A.Mc. will put a post on the Facebook page requesting 

volunteers.  Lynn Downey volunteered to help. 

 The Parent Council were also asked on behalf of Council Member Magowan if 

they would be interested in appealing the Tim Horton’s application.  A vote 

was taken – Yes – 2.  No – 8. 

 

8.  Headteacher update 

Budget – 

The budget has been confirmed including a healthy carry forward, mainly drawn 

from the supply cover budget and CPD/Training budget underspends from last 

financial year due to lack of availability of supply staff at the time.  This has been 

used initially to buy new laptops for Class Teachers, freeing-up the existing and 

slightly slower machines for pupil use to support learning in class.  This will be 

particularly useful when used to underpin our focus on literacy support strategies.  

Class materials have also been purchased for the start of the school year with other 

funds set aside to support SIP priorities (Literacy – focus on Writing & Listening and 

Talking, Tracking, Monitoring and Assessment, Digital Technologies and Developing 

the Young Workforce. Our 37,800 pounds PEF budget has been allocated to pay for 

an Acting DHT, Acting PT, 0.2 FTE Teacher and the Prince William Award 

participation for 60 pupils from P.5-7.  

Staffing – 

We have started the year at full complement of staffing and are delighted to 

welcome 5 new staff to our core teaching provision – Mrs Karen Jarvis (P.1/2), Miss 

Kirsty McGlade (P.3/4), Mrs Jillyan Mitchell (P.5), Miss Eve McNamarra (P.6) and Mrs 

Marie Milliken (P.6/7).  They have already settled well into life at Knowetop and add 

to our existing group of dedicated teachers.  Our VI provision and SMT remain as 

they were before the Summer holidays.  We look forward to a more stable year re 

staffing and the many opportunities this will bring for staff and pupils alike.  We 

have also welcomed Mrs Byrne back as a volunteer helper in the extention. 

School Fabric – 

Following flooding to the HT office a new carpet will be fitted soon and part of the 

ceiling in the PT/NCCT Room will be replaced. 

A Nurture Area has been created on the mezzanine area outside the PT/NCCT Room 

and will be furnished to provide an additional area for pupil support and work. 

As we now have a Breakfast Club games will be provided by NLC for use on colder 

days. 

 



9.  A.O.C.B. 

-  Gail McFadyen asked why there was no P5 swimming this year and if there was 

the possibility of parents funding it.   

J.N. explained that the council no longer centrally fund swimming.  It was cancelled 

and then given a reprieve last year.  The cost involved would be £1000 per group – 

of which our school would have 2, staffing and transport to and from the venue – 

hence the practicalities and cost involve mean it is unfortunately not available to 

pupils. 

Julie Muir spoke of the Dolphin Swim Club ran at Hamilton Water Palace – Sunday 6-

7pm.  This is a non-profit organisation where all the instructors are volunteers and it 

costs £12.50 per month.  It is for children from 6 years of age who can swim 10 

yards and want to improve. 

J.N. will put information regarding this in the September newsletter 

 

-  J.N. spoke of the positive start to the year and thanked parents for adhering to 

requests to stay out of the playground. 

 

-  J.N. spoke of the Breakfast club and that there are regularly around 40 children 

attending each day.  North Lanarkshire Council changed the terms of the Breakfast 

Club at the end of the first week of term and all P1-3 children are entitled to use it 

free of charge.  The Big K seats 120 children and J.N. has requested information 

from NLC regarding protocols should more than that number be exceeded.  She is 

awaiting an answer. 

 

-  J.N. spoke on the use of Social Media as a positive means of information sharing.  

However, she urged parents to use this with discretion and consider the wider 

implications of posts and the misinterpretation and misrepresentation that may 

occur.  Posts should not identify pupils, parents or staff at the school and users 

should be aware that by giving information about individuals, even where they have 

not used their name others may be able to identify them.  Posts which are brought 

to the attention of the school that do, have and will be passed to the Education 

Department of NLC.  J.N. urged any parent with an issue to contact the school and 

she will put a message on the safe use of social media in the newsletter. 

It was noted that the school has no affiliation with any Facebook page and that the 

posts are at the discretion of the administrator of the page.  Information from the 

school is shared on the school app, website and twitter.  Members of the Parent 

Council discussed the detrimental impact such posts have on the positive ethos of 

the page and that while some may view posts as being informative others felt they 



were an example of on-line bullying.  A.Mc. spoke of the Knowetop Parent Council 

page and its use for sharing information on Parent Council events.  It was agreed 

that the time spent by the Senior Management Team dealing with the fall-out from 

such incidents could be better spent supporting children in the school. 

 

-  The Continuous Improvement Officers linked to the school will visit on Monday 

17th September as part of the on-going Quality Assurance process within North 

Lanarkshire Council.  They will meet with members of the Management Team and 

visit some classes.  This is sure to be a very positive experience and showcase the 

excellent learning opportunities regularly undertaken by our pupils.  

 

-  J.N. to distribute event dates to the four council members on behalf of the school 

and Parent Council.  

 

-  A.Mc. distributed the accounts for session 2017-18 

Parent Council Accounts 2017/18   

Money In   Money out   

      

halloween disco  £        765.09   P1 bags £33.26  
christmas cards  £    3,382.80   Parent info evening £32.66  
christmas fayre  £    2,517.68   Macmillan coffee £20.00  
float  £        300.00   santa suit £35.52  
christmas cards  £          13.00   halloween stock £130.54  
valentines disco  £        762.70   bowling game £65.00  
photoshoot  £        593.00   Grotto £561.54  
mothersday  £        555.84   christmas fayre stock £854.41  
sports night  £        556.48   Float £300.00  
fathers day  £        730.15   selection boxes £674.00  
summer disco  £        507.00   Licence £65.00  
Total in  £  10,683.74   xmas cards £1,929.00  

   P1 Christmas Gifts £187.00  

   valentines disco £265.00  

   Photoshoot £266.00  

   sports night £1,012.50  

   smoothie machine £120.00  

   p7 leavers £200.00  

   Easter £190.45  

   Ties £543.00  

   Leavers £20.00  

   p1 bags £66.00  

   Total out £7,570.88  

      



      

      

Balance Aug 17  £    4,342.48      

Money in  £  10,683.74      

  £  15,026.22      

      

money out  £    7,570.88      

Petty Cash  £            6.38      

Balance Aug 18  £    7,455.34      

 


