


ALWAYS BE CERTAIN

OF

GOODS THAT PLEASE

*

“SERVICE THAT SATISFIES”

AT

A. RENNIE

BAKERY AND DAIRY

22 MAIN STREET, KILSYTH

Telephone—KILSYTH 2188




S e L e ey e e e e e e e e e e e e L L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e el

BE OMNM TOP

WITH

BARR'S

Mineral Waters

THE DRINK WITH
THE
FULL FRUIT FLAVOUR

ALWAYS ON TCP
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PATERSON &
GRINDLAY LTD.

JOINERS AND CONTRACTORS

39 CHARLES STREET

KILSYTH
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Juck Shop

Proprietor—M. HUGHES

COCRRIE BRAE

KILSYTH

|
e e e e e e e e e

Phone—Kilsyth 2166
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The Aberdeen Fish Shop

Prop.: T. CHALMERS

8 BACKBRAE STREET

KILSYTH

__.O—-
Phene: Kilsyth 2330

—_——

For Quality and Service
Crders Delivered Daily
Canteens Supplied
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Established 1875 Telephone: Kilsyth 3351/52

KILSYTH HOSIERY CO., Ltd.
KILSYTH '

Manufacturers of

GLENALVA

Boys’ and Men’s Pullovers, Slipovers and Cardigans
Women’s and Girls’ Jumpers and Cardigans
Boys’ and Men’s Knicker Hose and 1-Hose

Children’s 3-Hose Infants’ Hose

Registered Trade Mark—“GLENALVA”
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Messrs. BOYD & McROBERTS

SLATERS AND CEMENT WORKERS

GARRELL MILL

KILSYTH
I
SCOTT'S George Miller & Son
E 107 MAIN STREET
89 MAIN STREET i KILSYTH
KILSYTH E
g %
For Finest Quality
Stockists of all the Leading i FRUITS FLOWERS
Brands in Hand Knitting | CONFECTIONS
Wools
{ Weddings:
Wide variety of Knitting Sprays and Bouquets a Speciality
Wools always available q Telephone—Kilsyth 2198




McCOWAN’S

HIGHLAND TOFFEE
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WILLIAM SCOTT

BUTCHER LTD.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL BUTCHERS
AND HAM CURERS

33 MAIN STREET, KILSYTH

Telephone—2142

SAUSAGES A SPECIALITY

255w == =T —1— == =5 =1 = ]

Visit the . . .

New Cadafe

HAVE YOUR TEA OR
COFFEE MADE BY THE T.T. MILK RETAILER
MGOST UP-TO-DATE
MACHINE

==

Robert Campbell

i —_——

==l

ALTON HOLDING
—_—)
MILTON OF CAMPSIE
— High Class Confections —

s

—_——

Proprietor: Mrs. E. CLYDESDALE Ehenie—Rirkinsilioch: 7100
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T. S. Stewart, Ltd.

5-7 MAIN

FOR
CYCLES

RALEIGH, TRIUMPH, SUN, Etc.
AND ALL ACCESSORIES

®

ALL HOOVER APPLIANCES

FRIGIDAIRE. REFRIGERATORS

@

PRAMS AND NURSERY FURNITURE

]

CALOR GAS DEALERS

GAS AND APPLIANCES ALWAYS IN
STOCK

®
H.P. TERMS AVAILABLE

STREET, KILSYTH

Phone 2313

e e e L
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THE SELF-SERVICE STORE

LIPTON LTD.

CORNER OF MARKET ST. and MAIN ST.

KILSYTH

FOR ALL QUALITY GROCERIES AND

PROVISIONS

ORDERS DELIVERED DAILY

Phone—3303

== e S

Doris M. Freebairn
FS.A.O.

Ophthalmic Optician

“ANGLE PARK”
HORSBRUGH AVENMNUE
KILSYTH

Telephone—Kilsyth 2359

Consultations by Appointment

ol e I e e
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Alex. B. Boyd

Newsagent and Confectioner

16 PARKFOOT STREET
KILSYTH
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Well then, why

dont you shop'd
the Co-operati ve
and get dividend,
on all you
spend ?

Its o harder job

than I thought, -
CUother, to run a
{ household budget

“l can recommend THE CQO-OP because | have proved its worth”
“YOU SAVE £ £ £ £s EVERY QUARTER!”

BEDS — BEDDING — CURTAINS — CURTAIN RAILS — ETC.
Bedroom Suites — Dining Room Suites — Bed Settee Suites
Lounge Suites — Occasional Pieces
CARPETS — RUGS — LINOLEUM
RADIO — RADIOGRAMS — TELEVISION
Daily Demonstrations on the Official Programmes at the Drapery
TILE FIREPLACES — VACUUM CLEANERS — ELECTRIC WASHING
MACHINES — REFRIGERATORS

Expert Repair Service for all Electrical Appliances
BABY CARRIAGES and all NURSERY FURNITURE

Hire Purchase—Easy Payments Arranged

“YOU JUST CAN'T HELP SAVING BY SHOPPING AT THE CO-OP”
“It’s as easy as A-B-C and 2 and 2 make 4"

YOU SAVE WITHOUT SAVING UP BY PURCHASING ALL YOUR DAILY
REQUIREMENTS FROM—

KILSYTH CO- OPERATIVE SOCIETY LTD.
56 MAIN STREET - - - - KILSYTH
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JOSEPH GRAHAM & SONS

REGISTERED PLUMBERS
HEATING AND SANITARY ENGINEERS

16 CHURCH STREET, KILSYTH
Telephone—Kilsyth 3294

Also at
24 STIRLING STREET, DENNY
Telephone—Denny 354

STy —i—}

DUNCAN STEWART Alexander Barrowman

.._.o_..-.
For Happy Esso Motoring Call at %
BRACKEN SERVICE STATION | GROCER

KILSYTH ROAD
BANKNOCK

HILLVIEW PLACE

—1—

Telephone—Banknock 323 MILTON OF CAMPSIE
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UNIVERSAL
PULP
CONTAINERS

LILLYBURN WORKS
MILTON OF CAMPSIE
By GLASGOW

Telephone —  Lennoxtown 322-3
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Established 1810

National Commercial Bank of Scotland
Limited

A Complete and Modern Banking Service is available at
the National Commercial Bank

FOREIGN BUSINESS TRANSACTED
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS OPENED

Where appropriate, credit facilities can be provided by the Bank
or by its associated companies

MARKET STREET, KILSYTH
J. A. WHYTOCK, Manager

]
;ﬂ
JOHN PATERSON % °
FISHMONGER H
i_rl . .
21 PARKEFOOT ST. :"1 For Quality and Service
KILSYTH H R.D. STEVENSON
i
|
o i Grocer and Provision Merchant
o o
i 42 KINGSTON ROAD
FRESH FISH DAILY i KILSYTH
All our own filleting
1 oo
Daily Van Service in all Districts i o
!
i
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IN
SPANICH
MOOD

T—ng@ o i

in BRI-NVLON

M. Richmond

3 HIGH STREET

KiLSYTH
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J. B BENNETT (Glasgow) LTD

PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTORS

JOINERS : PAINTERS : :  PLASTERERS

PLUMBERS 2 BUILDERS
26 MARKET STREET, KILSYTH

Telephone—Kilsyth 3181
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O M. & G. DOW
A. CLELLAND MAILINGS ROAD
. E BANTON

COAL MERCHANT
| _

House Address:

10 GLASGOW ROAD POST OFFICE
KILSYTH GROCER & GENERAL STORE

Phone—Kilsyth 2340 ——

@ ! Telephone—Kilsyth 2156
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Established in 1849

MURDOCH’S OF KILSYTH

MANUFACTURE ALL CLASSES OF COFFIN AND

CASKET HARDWARE, REGISTERED AND GENERAL

COFFIN FURNITURE, ROBES, SIDESHEETS AND
WINDING SHEETS

MURDOCH

AND COMPANY LTD.
INNSBRIDGE WORKS

KILSYTH, SCOTLAND

Represented by Export Agents in Australia,
New Zealand, Ceylon, West Indies, Singapore,
Malta and in South Africa by

WM. MURDOCH PTY., LTD.
JOHANNESBURG

Telegrams and Cables: Telephone:
“Murdoch, Kilsyth” Kilsyth 3196/7
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A. DAWSON & SONS, LTD.

BAKERS OF QUALITY

MARRIAGE, CHRISTENING AND BIRTHDAY CAKES
TASTEFULLY ORNAMENTED

55 MAIN STREET,

KILSYTH

Telephone—2143

53 COWGATE,

KIRKINTILLOCH

Telephone—I018

Mrs. K. COIA

High-Class Confectioner
Newsagent and Stationer

Morning and Evening Newspapers

Good Selection of Confections
Wall’'s Ice Cream

12 MAIN STREET
LENNOXTOWN

= —T——|
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George Hunter

High-Class Grocer and

Provision Merchant

For Quality and Purity

29 MAIN STREET
LENNOXTOWN

Telephone—200

—I——1—
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PAVILION CINEMA

KILSYTH

We are pleased to present for your pleasure the following forthcoming
attractions:—

THE F.B.l. STORY JOURNEY TO THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH
NORTH BY NORTH WEST = AROUND THE WORLD [N EIGHTY DAYS
OPERATION PETTICOAT EXPRESSO BONGO
THE FIVE PENNIES CONSPIRACY OF HEARTS
PRICES: Stalls,Front. . . . 1/ Balcony, Back . . 1/9
Back ', ... w «. 13 Front . . 2/-
Children éd and 9d Cld Age Pensioners 6d

espa ===l

W. A. KENNEDY | St. Clair & Leishman

(R. G. COOPER) (Sole Partner—GEORGE LEISHMAN)
48 KINGSTON ROAD
IRONMONGER KILSYTH
SPORTS EQUIPMENT PAINTERS AND DECORATORS
PAINTS OlLS

ESTIMATES FOR ALL CLASSES OF
WALLPAPERS PAINTER WORK

GARDEN  REQUISITES Specialities:

Sign Writing; Graining of all kinds
MAIN STREET of Wood or Marble
LENNOXTOWN House Address—
: | MONIEBURGH ROAD, KILSYTH
Phone—LENNOXTOWN 265 Phone—Kilsyth 3217
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THE BANK NEVER FORGETS

Periodic Payments—Annual, Half-Yearly, Quarter-
ly or Monthly Payments can be made on your
behalf, i.e., Insurance Premiums, Annual Sub-
scriptions, House Payments, Hire Purchase Agree-
ments, etc. Order forms are available at all
offices.

This service can save you a great deal of time
and money.

YOUR SALARY

Salaries due monthly may be paid into a Bank
Account free of charge. Immediate payment can
be made and there is no waiting time. There is
no Stamp Duty on withdrawals and remem-
ber your interest is free of Income Tax up to
£15 (£30 Joint Account).

YOUR MONEY IS SAFE IN THE

WITHDRAWALS BY CHEQUE

Cheques are issued to Depositors in lieu of cash,
at a nominal charge, enabling you to pay accounts,
etc., with safety and ease. Cheques can be made
payable to self or some other party.

YOUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY
AND TRAVEL DRAFTS

Enjoy a carefree holiday without the worry of
carrying large sums of cash with you by
taking Trustee Savings Bank Travel Drafts.
These are issued in denominations of £5, £10 and
£20, and you can take up to £100 encashable at
more than 1,300 Trustee Savings Bank Offlces in
the United Kingdom.
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SAFE CUSTODY OF YOUR PRIVATE
DOCUMENTS

Sealed envelopes and packages are accepted from
Depositors and safely stored in the Bank’s vault.

Depositors are advised not to keep valuable
documents in the home.

This service is free of charge.

HOME AND FAMILY BUDGETING

A personal budgeting service is availabie at ail
our branch offices. Personal Budgeting Book-
lets are issued free of charge and monthly and
weekly recording booklets can be purchased at
low cost. Combined with the new Savings Boxes
this is an ideal way of training the family to save
for the important things in life.

SAVINGS AT HOME

Transparent Plastic Home Safes and Metal Savings
Boxes are available at a nominal charge and are
ideal for personal or family savings. Ask to see
one during your next call at the Bank.

The transparent plastic boxes are the first
of their kind in Britain.

INTEREST—TAX FREE

The first £15 of interest is free of Income Tax
(Joint Account, i.e., husband and wife, £30),

g L0 The rate of interest in this De-
2 /D partment is 239 per annum TAX
TAX FREE FREE.

) The Special Investment Depart-
3/2/ ment pays 31% at one month’s
notice.

1/0 This Department also pays 44%
24 per annum interest, repayable at
three months’ notice.

. . TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK, 87 MAIN STREET, KILSYTH
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Farmer

WILSON & GARDEN I.IMI'I'ED.

‘UNIQUE'
REVOLVING SURFACE
CHALKBOARDS

Mo need for ropes, flutes and assistants with
a “UNIQUE” revolving surface chalkboard.
Teachers can write quite comfortably without
bending or stretching simply by revolving the
writing surface. Education and local author-
ities throughout Gt. Britain and abroad
recommend “UNIQUE” revolving surface

chalkboards. Write for brochure and price list. -

The revolving surface offers a huge writing
area - twice the amount of wall space occupied.
And a touch of the fingers brings the chalk-
board to any position. Every inch is available
at the height desired by the teacher, and
lessons can be preserved indefinitely. Surfaces
marked out for graphs, music, etc. also
available.

KILSYTH - Near GLASGOW - Telephone

: KILSYTH 32912

Grams : UNIQUE KILSYTH

[ l=T—]

==l=y—1—71—1—

I—p=l_yJ—=p=—1=




KILSYTH ACADEMY MAGAZINE

June, 1960

EDITORIAL STAFF

Editor CHRISTINE J. G. ANDERSON

Sub-Editors Fiona Kipp
MARLENE S. WATSON

JaMES PROVAN
Sports Editor ~ ROBERT MAXWELL

Secretaries PryLLIs B. MCNEIL
ANNE MILLER

Treasurer ARTHUR M., ADAM
Miss B. K. STARK
Art Supervisor Mr. C. J. HAMPTON
Mr. M. S. GILLIES

ROSEMARY CARMICHAEL
FinLay LoGAN

Tamn O'PrAY

WiLLIAM RALSTON
CLIFFORD J. ROSEWEIR
ALAN WILSON

General Supervisor

Photographer

Business Committee

CONTENTS

22—FOREWORD
23—EDITORIAL

24—25 OUR LOCAL PAST
0ld Families—The Edmonstones
The Stirlings
Old Street Names
0ld Buildings
An Old Stone

26—27 THE DOMINIE’S HAPPY LOT
Specimen Certificate Questions
‘Who’s Who on the Staff
A Prefect; A Sore Tale
Magazine Effort; Apt Quotes

28—29 SCOTS POEMS
" The Schule Dance; The Laird’s Loup
Santa Claus; To a Weed
The Wally Dug; The Scholar
On Being Asked; The Auld Wife

30—HOME AND ABROAD
Greece; The Quiet Valley of Flowers
The Clyde

31—TWO TRANSLATIONS
Immiortality; Return of a Wanderer
The Exams

32—Focus ON SCIENCE

New Members of Staff
Watch the Birdie

33—36—ILLUSTRATIONS

37—THIS MODERN AGE
The Family Watching T.V.
The Happy Viewer; Real Gone!
The Village Beatnik; Sleeping
38—THE INNER MAN

Kilsyth Fare; A Haggis Hunt
Elegy Written in a Country Pub

39—TEA IN THE STAFFROOM

39—ANIMALS
My Horse; Bathtime for a Snail
The Sea Horse; The Cart’s Life

40—SCOTTISH ISLANDS

The Island of Lewis; Stones of Iona
The Isle of Arran

41—THE WAKENING YEAR
Walking in Springtime; Trees in March
The Wild Forest; Spring

42—SCHOOLDAYS
On Schooldays Almost Over
The School Assembly Hall
School with a Difference

43—HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF...?
Hiking; A Nature Club
Taking an Interest in Astronomy
A Career; Collecting Matchbox Labels

44—47—SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
Sport; Debating Society
Scripture Union; Art Society
Competitions and Awards
Films in School; School Outings

47—THE UNCANNY
Sir Lancelot; Epitaph to Johnny Jones
Ferreting out the Answer
48—FORMER PUPILS
Former Pupils’ Association
Bulletin

49— CrosswWORD COMPETITION




22

KiLsyTH ACADEMY MAGAZINE June, 1960

Foreword

This Magazine, which is now in your hands, contains much which will
interest and entertain you. Your entertainment will be no whit lessened
if I seek now to intensify your interest by asking you to assess momentarily
the patience, perseverance, application and ability which this production
required.

Your appreciation, I am sure, will be added to mine.

And yet all these esteemed and estimable qualities which I have listed
might regrettably have languished without the goodwill which nourished
them. Rising production costs make us more than ever grateful to those
who were kind enough to take advertising space. But for their encourage-

ment this foreword would have remained unpenned.

Our Magazine in its present form has commended itself to a wide circle
of readers, some of them young, and some, possibly to their regret, not so
young. Many of these readers live in Kilsyth and the surrounding district
but many now live in places far removed from this small town—a town which
was once uneasily content to lie snug at the foot of the surrounding hills,
but which now challenges the domination of these hills with an impatiently
mounting growth of red tiled dwellings.

In the midst of these dwellings stands our School.

From it I send our warmest greetings to all who have in any way been
associated with us and ours.
Francis T. Kipp,

Rector,
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Editorial

Until we took over the production of the School Magazine, we had no idea how difficult
or how satisfying a task it was going to be. Our thanks go to all members of staff for their
help in the procuring of material; to the printers for their excellent work; to Miss Stark
for her much-needed aid, and to Mr. Hampton for his co-operation and assistance in artistic
matters. We must also thank the advertisers, without whom nothing could have been done.

This year, the Science Department is brought into the limelight in our centre pages.
A few well-known faces may be discerned in these photographs, which were very kindly
taken by Mr. Gillies, of the Art Department, to whom we are very grateful.

An innovation this year is the award of ten shillings for the best original Scots poem
presented. We feel that we have done our best to choose the most outstanding poem
offered.

Despite our frantic efforts to please everyone, there will be, no doubt, some dissatis-
fied and disappointed pupils—and parents. If so, we can only ask them

“To wipe from mind
The memory of this ill”.

CHRISTINE J. G. ANDERSON.
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OUR LOCAL PAST

OLD FAMILIES
THE EDMONSTONES

The Edmonstones are probably descendants
of those Saxon barons who came to Scotland
for the marriage of King Malcolm Canmore.
The first Sir William Edmonstone of
Duntreath was the nephew of Sir John
Edmonstone who married Lady Isobel, the
daughter of King Robert II. Sir William’s
son married Matilda Stuart, a daughter of
the house of Lennox, and therefore became
proprietor of Strathblane lands.

The fourth Sir William of Duntreath
was appointed captain of Doune Castle.
Through his wife Sybilla, daughter of
William Baillie of Lamington, the Edmon-
stones claim descent from William Wallace.

The fifth Sir William lost his high offices

for holding Doune Castle against the Queen’s -

wishes. James Stewart was given the castle
and later refused to restore it to Edmonstone
when ordered to do so. Sir William and
his two brothers lay in wait for him one
night and murdered him. As a result, Sir
William was forced into hiding, but in 1547
an Act was passed granting him remission
for his part in the murder.

The seventh Sir William settled in
Ireland but Archibald, his son, on his
succession, made the redemption of Dun-
treath his first concern. His son, during
the Irish Rebellion of 1688, stoutly defended
the Protestant cause with his regiment, but
died of exposure while defending a position
near Coleraine. He was buried in Strath-
blane Church.

In 1783, the eleventh Sir Archibald
sold the estates in Ireland and bought the
estate of Kilsyth. Until the restoration of
Duntreath, Colzium House was the chief
residence of the family,

J. RusseLL and J. PATERSON, Class 2A.

THE STIRLINGS OF GLORAT

The Stirlings of Glorat claim descent from
a line of Sheriffs of Stirling beginning with
Thoraldus apud Striveliei mentioned in a
Charter in 1147. His grandson, Alexander,

was the first on record as Proprietor of the
lands of Ochiltree and Cadder in 1244. One
of the latter’'s descendants, Gilbert de
Strivelyn, married Alicia de Erth, heiress of
Craigbonnet and from the marriage descends
the Craigbonnet and Glorat line of Stirlings.

In the 15th and 16th centuries the de
Strivelyns of Craigbonnet were keepers of
Dumbarton Castle and one of these pur-
chased the lands of Glorat for his second
son, William, in 1508. This William was
murdered on Good Friday, 1534, coming
from Stirling to Dumbarton on business for
the king. His son, George of Glorat, with-
stood a siege of Dumbarton Castle for a
hundred days against the English, till he
could convey his charge to the Depute Arran
in 1545. His descendant, Mungo Stirling,
fought for Charles I under Alexander Leslie
and later under the ill-fated Marquis of
Montrose in 1646. As a reward for these
services, the Stirlings of Glorat were granted
a Baronetcy by Charles II at the Restoration.

One of the Stirlings of Craigbonnet
who was out in the ’45 Rebellion, is said to
have hidden in a secret room at the Glorat
with a price on his head. Later he was
captured with James Stirling of Kerr and
his son and all three are said to have escaped
from Dumbarton Castle by means of a silk
ladder Margaret Stirling of Glorat smuggled
to them under her skirt.

In 1927, King George V revived the
Office of Keeper of Dumbarton Castle in
favour of the late Sir George Stirling whose
wife and family still live at the Glorat.

BARBARA H. Ross, Class 3A.

OLD STREET NAMES

In the earliest maps of Kilsyth only two
streets are shown, one running east-west
and the other north-south. Areas rather
than streets were given names like Burnside
and Newtown.

Some streets, as the town developed,.
took their names from their obvious con-
nections—Manse Road contained the parish
manse, Church Street, the Parish Church,
while Westport was the western entrance to
the Burgh, and Market Square where the
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markets were held. Howe Road led down
to the “howe” or valley, and the Tak-ma-
Doon Road took one down from the hills
to the town.

A few street names with Gaelic origins
remind us we are on the Borders of the
Highlands. Barlandfauld or Barlinfauld
comes from Gaelic “barr linn”, a wet height
(though “fauld” is Lowland Scots for fold)
and Canny Rinns is a corruption of the
Gaelic Ceann-a reon, meaning the end of
a mossy plain,

It is a pity that some old names are
falling into disuse. Who among the younger
generation knows the origin or location of
the Soup Kitchen Road, the Meeting House
Close, the Beggars’ Close or the Holy Laun’?

Two street names survive, Shuttle Street
and Pirnie Street, which bring to mind days
long since when weaving was the principal
industry. It must be remembered that,
towards the end of the eighteenth century,
when there were in Kilsyth two bakers, five
teachers, six sicklemakers and forty miners,
there were two hundred and eighty tam-
bourers and four hundred weavers.

It is good that the story and industries
of the town should be recorded in its street
names. If reports regarding the short future
of the mining industry are accurate, it may
be that Dumbreck Road and Snibble Brae
will require to be added to remind future
generations that in Kilsyth the mining
industry was as important in the twentieth
century as the weaving industry was in the
nineteenth.

EL1zABETH PARK, Class 4A.

‘OLD BUILDINGS

Some of the older buildings in Kilsyth have
interesting histories.

The Garrel Mill, for example, was a
traditional eighteenth century meal mill,
long associated with the Hay family of
millers. There is evidence of an earlier mill
immediately below on the banks of the
Garrel, but the earliest part of the present
building was erected in 1776 when the mill
dam was built. The wooden mill wheel was
in use till the late nineteen thirties.

The mill house was built in 1778 by the
Forth and Clyde Canal Company. The
crow-step gables, small windows, low ceilings
and originally flagged floors, testify to its age.

Not far from the mill is the house
associated with the first potatoes grown
commercially in Scotland, Neilston Cottage,
whither farmers came from all over to learn
from Robert Graham about this new crop.

The Black Mill, further up the Garrel,
was built in the early nineteenth century by
a Mr. Paterson who opened it as an extension
of his sickle mill in Banton. When sickles
ceased to be used, Mr. Frew bought it for
making charcoal dust which was sent to
Glasgow.

Among the old buildings in the middle
of the town is one dating from 1765. It
stands in High Street next the Territorial
Hall. At one time the Masons held their
meeting in the top storey. Later, two
ministers took it over because the numbers
in their Sabbath School were increasing so
rapidly. The building is now the property
of the Kilsyth Orange Lodge.

H. Provan and M. THoMSON, Class 3A.

AN OLD STONE

In the courtyard behind Colzium House is
a large square stone set in the right-hand
wall. Itis a stone with an interesting history.
Originally, it had been built into another
Livingstone home, Westquarter House, and
when this was taken down in 1935 to make
way for a model village, the stone was
brought to Colzium and built into the wall
about 1950.

Think of the history that stone may have
seen. Mary Livingstone was one of Mary
Queen of Scots’ four Marys and we know
the Queen visited Callendar House for the
christening of one of the infant Livingstones.
Almost certainly she would go to West-
quarter as the two houses were linked by an
underground passage. The stone probably
also witnessed some of Prince Charlie’s
troops resting near it after the Battle of
Falkirk in 1745, before they, like the stone,
were banished. :

EvVELYN KipD, Class 2A.
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THE DOMINIE’S

SPECIMEN CERTIFICATE QUESTIONS

Knowing how parents delight to pit their
wits against their children’s, we have this
year made a selection from several subjects
which we believe will prove how much more
intelligent their offspring must be than they.

DOMESTIC SCIENCE

1. Identify and describe carefully the pre-
paration of the following exotic dishes.
(Nationality in brackets).

(a) Stai ka Ningins (Portuguese).
() Pur Itzsch (German).

(¢) Cauld Kale Het (Lallans).

(d) Champ et Tautees (French).
(¢) Tum Chez (Czechoslovakian).
(f) Min Shan Kurets (Chinese).

2. Taking into account your culinary
prowess, discuss the possibility of the
following statements:—

(@) If I'd known you were a comin’
I'd a baked a cake.

() You’re the salt in my stew.

(¢) Tea for Two.

HISTORY

1. Arrange in exact order: Henry 1, Henry
II, Henry III. (Do not attempt to
answer more than once).

2. Write an essay of at least three pages on
one of the following:—

(@) “Know ye not Agincourt ?7”
(Confess).

(h) What convinces you that Henry
VIII had VIII wives?

(¢) Why do you picture John of
Gaunt as a rather emaciated
grandee?

(d) Why on earth was William of
Orange? (Seriously, though).

(e) Account for the success of Marshal
Ney as a leader of Horse.

3. Estimate the medical effectiveness of the
following:—
(a) Pride’s Purge.
(b) The Diet of Worms.
(¢) The Sikh War.

HAPPY  LOT

ENGLISH
Essays

1. Describe in a lively fashion the auto-
biograpy of one of the following:—
(a) a tombstone; (b) a flea;
(¢) sleeping pill.

2. Give an accurate and detailed account

of:—

(a¢) A nocturnal visit to a coal bing
you know well

or

(b) The commentary of Rangers’
supporters when their team is
losing.

Language

Correct the following misquotations and
suggest a reason for the errors:—

(@) He must not float upon his watery
beer (Milton).

(b) The nice yellow Guinness for me
(Burns).

(¢) Is this a lager which I see before
me ? (Shakespeare).

(d) Ale to thee, blithe spirit
(Shelley).

(¢) Port with Amaryllis in the shade
(Milton).

Literature

1. How far does Miss Stark owe her
success to Shakespeare and vice versa ?

2. Assess your stamina by the way you
stood up to:—
(@) The Tempest
(b) The West Wind
(¢) Sea Fever
(d) Alexander’s Feast
(e) The Pibroch of Donuil Dhu,

3. Giving as many reasons as you can
for your answer, say which of the
following you consider to be the
greatest poet:—

Sheats or Kelley or McGonigall or
Thomas the Rhymer.

C. J. Rosewrir and R. G. DRUMMOND,
Class 5a.
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WHO’S WHO ON THE STAFF

A duck of renown.
L raving mad”.
Noisy public house.
What one might hope for at the races.
Half eagle, half lion.

Animal hairdresser ?

Young goat.

Hot oriental condiment.

Fiery military general.

Acquaintance of Sooty?

Grand Jean (French).

A variety of colours.

Rantin’ Robin.

Offspring of a fruit.

. Popular pudding.

; THE BARBARIANS, Class 5.

ik ket
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A PREFECT
After “The Puddock™ by J. M. Caie.

A prefect sat by the swimming-pool brim

An’ he thocht there never was a prefect like him,
He sat on his hurdies and waggled his banes,
An ’cockit his heid as he glowered at the weans.

The bigsy wee cratur’ was feelin’ that proud,
He opened his mou’ and croaket out loud.
“Gin ye'd a’like ta see a richt prefect,” quo’ he,
“Ye'll never, I’'ll sweer, get a better nor me.
I've French an’ I've Latin an’ German forbye,
At Maths I'm the apple o’ t’ dominie’s eye!
The lassies a’ think me a fine strappin’ chiel,
An’ I ken I'm a rale bonny singer as weel,
I’m nae yin tae blaw, but the truth I maun tell—
I believe I'm the verra best prefect mysel’!”

The dominie was passin® an’ oh! whit a sin,

When he noticed the prefect he shoved him
richt in,

He choked an’ he spluttered an’ waggled each
limb,

Then drownet—puir soul—for he could na’
swim.

AGNEsS BINNIE, Class 1p.

A SORF. TALE

Report cards out, exams are past,
Wee Shughie’s gote his place in class,
Wee Shughie’s “derriere” is skintit,
Life is diabolical, in’t it.
Roy MILLAR, Class 1B.

MAGAZINE EFFORT

1 tried to write an article,

But gave up in despair.

I tried to write a letter,

But my talent was not there.
At last I turned to poetry,

A simple thing I thought,

But though I worked all evening,
No poem I had wrought.

Now Browning and the others

I hold in great esteem,

Ever since the DREADFUL night
I tried to write a theme.

CARLEEN BATSTONE, Class 1A.

APT QUOTES
Staff—
“For sufferance is the badge of all our
tribe—Merchant of Venice.

Male Stafi—
‘Behold, a ghastly band”.—Gray.
Female Staff.—
- ‘Secret, black and midnight hags”.
—Macbeth.
Staff-room.—
“When flowing cups pass swiftly round”,
—Lovelace.
School Bell.—
“Tis a knell that summons you to
heaven or to hell”.—Macbheth.
School Meal—
If it will feed nothing else it will feed my
revenge”.—Merchant of Venice.
Mr. W. M.—
“Full well they laughed with counter-
feited glee
At all his jokes for many a joke had he™.
—Goldsmith.

Mr. M. W.—
“He whoincreaseth knowledge, increaseth
sorrow”’.—Proverb.

Miss A. .
**Is she not passing fair 7°—
Two Gentlemen of Verona.
Prefect Common Room (Female)—
“At every word a reputation dies”.—
Pope.
Prefect Common Room (Male)—
“Feeble and restless youth born to
inglorious days”.—Crough.
Not GuiLty, Class 5.
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SCOTS

This year, for the first time, we offered a
prize for the best Scots poem. 1 hope you
agree with our choice. Besides the entries
on these two pages you will find another
under “The Dominies’ Happy Lot”.—Ed.

ANNE MILLER, Class 5.
FIRST PRIZE
THE SCHULE DANCE

The lassies, tho’ they're in their teens
Are @ dressed up tae look ik’ queens;
The strappin’ lads appear richt braw
An’ try tae shed their cares awa’.

The crazy louts, they loup an’ prance,
Lik’ Indians in a war-lik’ dance.
They hack the lassies heels an’ taes,
An very nearly tear their cla’es.

As roun’ aboot the ha’ they jump,

An’ bruises gether bump by bump,
Upon the lassies hearts an’ feet.

Och, hoo they lang tae tak’ a seat

An’ nurse their mony tender pairts,
Restore the calm tae loupin’ he’rts.

The fun an’ frolics still flee fast,

But breath, ik’ pleasure, canna last,
The lads are gettin’ coarse and rough,
Galumphin® 1ill they’re oot o’ puff.
Guid sakes! Look at the lassies’ faces

POEMS

As sweat has left the tell-tale traces

O’ pooder an’ a’ the modern means
That’s used by hussies in their teens!

The puir queans shake their heids in woe,
Yet, €’en tho’ fagged, are loath tae go.

But sine they win the cool o’ nicht

In weel-matched pairs—a bonny sicht,
The lassies smile an’ act as tho’

They couldna’ hae a nicer jo

Than him that wants tae tak’ them hame
(Hoo hard it is tae be a dame!)

She harks tae a’ the bletherin’ trash
That’s poored intae her ears, richt brash
By him, wi’ confidence an’ vim,

Quite sure she’s really ta’en tae him;
When there’s wan thing wad mak’ her gled—
The comfort 0’ a cozie bed.

LiNDA ST. CLAIR, Class 4A.

RUNNER-UP

THE LAIRD’S LOUP

Whaur whaups and peeweeps skirl and swoop,
’Mang bracken peat and heather,

A lonesome horseman gangs his gait,

An’ heeds nae time nor weather.

He hauds a pooch o’ siller bricht,

That’s scranned fae humble folk and puir,
An’ picks his wey ow’er bog and burn,
Across the eerie mirky muir.

A band o’ robbers lie in wait,
Whaur glintin’ Garrell gurgles down
They set about the hated Laird

An’ bar his wey tae Stirling toon.

He canna veer tae richt nor left,
The gorge aheid is deep and wide,
His trusty steed he spurs, and loups
And safely wins the ither side.

Amang the crags abune the toon,

E’en noo when young chiels mak’ their way,
Sae brave a man, sae stout a steed,

Are aye remembered tae this day.

KENNETH MATSON, Class 1B.
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SANTA CLAUS

Santa Claus came doon oor lum,

Wi' presents for me and wee Minnie,
He stole ma mammy’s new fur coat
And noo he’s in Barlinnie.

IAN BranD, Class IB.

TO A WEED
(On discovering it growing in the garden)

I saw it there, the wee red flow'r,

As it poked its heid abune the stoore,
I took ma haun that very hoor

An killed it deid,

I needed tae be cruel an’ doure—
This was a weed.

The deed was done, it made me shiver,
This puir wee thing that harmed me never,
Was deid an’ faur awa’ forever,

Because o’ me,

Bur och, I shouldna start an’ haver,

Thae things don’t die.

Twa, three days sine I had a look,
At this wee wee weed I had dug oot,
It grew and blossomed, taken root
‘Where I had thrown it

It gars me greet tae see it shoot,
There’s nae destroyin’ it.

A day or twa there came anither,
Perhaps its sister or a brither,

An’ suin a family, there the gither
Sae smug an’ meek,

It seems that thae things dinna wither,
They only sleep.

NANCY RoBerTsON, Class 3A.

THE WEE WALLY DUG

The wee wally dug it stood on the shelf,

Prood o’ its place *mang the rest o’ the delf,

It wis washed twice a year frae its tail tae its
lug,

Aye bright and shiny wis the wee wally dug.

JoANNE GRAY, Class 1.

THE SCHOLAR

Hae peety, dominie, on my soul,

Ye'r muckle anger I maun thole,

Ye rant an’ rave at me the whole
o' ilk day through,

Till I maun dae the darg ye dole,

* Tae quaten you.

Ye haund oot lessons richt an’ left,

Sine I'm frae ;oy an’ play bereft,

But soon at a’ ye'r wark I'm deft
An’ unco guid.

An’ tae some job my way is cf‘efr,
As sae it should.

But when some time frae you I'm free,
I’ll like as no’ cast back my e’e
An monie a siller shillin’ I'd gie
Tae be at scule,
It’s then ye'll get ye'r thanks frae me
For @ my dule.

MaLcoLm MACNIVEN, Class 3A.

ON BEING ASKED FOR SOMETHING
SCOTTISH FOR THE MAGAZINE

Oh, were I like oor Rabbie,

And kent the Scots tongue weel,
I'd dae this for a hobbie,

Tae tell ye a’ I feel.

But, faith, it isna’ easy,

And I feel like a fule,

In trying tae write the Scottish
When it’s English we get in schule.

MyrA HutTON, Class 3D,

THE AULD WIFE

On her rocker the auld wife sits,

Efter a hard day’s work she knits,

Wi’ the weans at school she has a guid rest,
And fairly gets on wi’ the wean's new vest.

At fower o the clock she’ll mak® the tea;
From faur doon the road the weans she’ll see,
Playin’ at beds wi’ an auld blue ba’

Not carin’ aboot their tea at a'.

MARGARET HARTLEY, Class 1F.
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HOME AND ABROAD

ACROPOLIS

FEBFsSIERB

RoseMARY LE Poipevin, Class, 4A.

GREECE

I suppose I could be considered lucky to
visit such a beautiful country as Greece.
Most schoolboys have to be content with
reading about Greece and all its greatness
in lesson books, but I was fortunate enough
to visit it in reality with my mother, and see
all its greatness for myself.

Greece is mostly famous for its buildings
and beautiful architecture. The most famous
of them all is the Acropolis or the ancient
town of Athens.

What struck me most about the buildings
in the Acropolis was the massiveness of the
stones and pillars, and how they have,
through past centuries, stood up against war,
weather and all the destructive natural
elements.

Underneath the Acropolis they have mod-
ernised and enlarged the old museum which
contains most of the original statues and
records of past history found there. It also
sports a very modern restaurant.

Greece is like Scotland in one respect.
Many years ago, Greek highlanders took to
wearing a Kkilt-like garment called the
fustenella, which gave them greater freedom
for clambering about the crags. In time it
became an item of the national costume,
The fustenella is still worn by the Evzones
who mount guard at the Royal Palace and
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Athens.

Although Greece is very mountainous,
down south near the coast there are fertile
patches. On these fertile patches are situated
some of the biggest towns in Greece. The
capital of Greece is Athens and its port is
Piraeus.

JoHN PRINGLE, Class 1B.

THE QUIET VALLEY OF FLOWERS

The valley was still in the morning sunshine
and green leaves were peeping through the
damp brown soil. Daffodils’ spikes, nar-
cissi stalks, and the tulips’ broad leaves all
came peeping through, although it was still
winter. It was as warm as our summer in
the silent valley of the Channel Isles.

They had been planted in the autumn
to be ready for cutting and packing before
the end of February. Now they stretched
in neat rows as far as the eye could see to the
end of the valley.

Later came the worst part, the cutting.
This was back-breaking work, but still had
to be done. After packing into boxes they
would be sent to the markets and shops of
Britain and France to beautify our vases.

EvELYN ERSKINE, Class 2c.

THE CLYDE

The river I love is not far away.

From Glasgow and Greenock to old Rothesay
Bay.

We journey round islands, some narrow, some
wide,

And all of these scenes are found on the Clyde.

Our journey's now ended, we've landed at last,
And the gloaming is lovely as the day is now
past,
So off to our slumbers to dream in repose,
Of a day on the Clyde that has come 1o a close.
JANETTE ANDERSON, Class 1D.
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TWO TRANSLATIONS

Jessica TRUTEN, 6A.

LATIN

Immortality (after Horace)

Time cannot wear, nor rain nor wind destroy

The monument I for myself have made

Though pyramids may fall, and bronze decay

This monument, my works, will never fade.

Though I am in my grave, a part of me,

The children of my brain will live for countless
years.

Where brazen suns the lonely deserts parch,

Where the wild Tigris seething water rears,

While holy men communion celebrate,

I shall be spoken of as he who came

Of humble birth, arose from out the crowd

To find in lyric song and poetry, fame.

O muse! Arise and come, with rightful pride

To take your honoured seat, with even pace.

And on my head, with dignity and ease,

The poet’s envied crown of laurel place.

CHRISTINE ANDERSON, Class 5A.

GERMAN
Return of a Wanderer

Entranced, like one in love, through the streets
I wander,
Seeing not the people there, just those houses
yonder.
The old squares too, and trees that rake the
skies,
Even the humble dust 1 seem to recognise.
Something speaks inside me, and I feel I must,
(Tho’ y?iu would surely scorn me) gather up the
ust.
But what is dust? Is it not a common sight?
Maybe I'm being childish. Perhaps you're
right.
But I want to clasp these memories in my arms’
embrace,
See! The pavement-stone’s still missing from
its place.
Quietly I wander on till I pause at a gate,
And then at a hedge I must for a moment wait,
Till, a little drunk, I resume my solemn pace
Down the roads, where I as a boy was wont to
race.
(From A poem by Florian Seidl,
Copyright by Mich. Lassleber,
Kalmunz, Oberpfalz).

JaMES PATERSON, Year 6.

THE EXAMS

Oh May it is a merry month,
When birds do sing so sweetly,
But we are set the impossible task,
Of doing exam papers neatly.

We swot and strain to escape the pain,

Of failure hanging o’er us,

While others compose with the greatest of ease,
Great compositions which *‘floor” us.

Till at last we reach the climax grand,
And worry about our marks,

For the end of exams is now at hand,

And soon we can stroll through the parks.

MARY STIRLING, Class 1D.
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FOCUS ON SCIENCE

The photographs in the centre pages show
some of the activities of the science depart-
ment. The work can be divided into two
main parts—specialist and non-specialist.

Science affects the life of every contem-
porary man each day. All pupils should
have the opportunity to gain insight into
the methods of science in order to under-
stand the world of science. To select and
safely use the many domestic appliances
without blindly following the advice of others
requires some knowledge of electricity, heat,
sound and light. Politicians, soldiers and
economists require an understanding of
atomic structure, astronomy and mechanics.
Botany and chemistry render invaluable assist-
ance to the farmer and gardener. Thus the
junior school general science course deals in
a simple way with a wide variety of topics.

To maintain or improve our standard
of living, a continued supply of highly
trained specialists is essential. At school,
this means intensive study of, say, physics
and chemistry from the third year onwards.
Even here there is great variety of practical,
theoretical and mathematical work. Beyond
school level, a student finally requires to
concentrate on a section of one branch if
he wishes to play his part in teams which
develop the new ideas and processes required
to enable us to compete with other countries
in the industrial and military fields.

NEW MEMBERS OF STAFF
Interviewed by Class 2C
Armed with notebooks and pencils, we set
off for our Modern Languages Department,
where there were three new members. .

Mr. Meiklejohn, our new principal,
studied at Glasgow, Zurich and Rennes
Universities; and graduated M.A. (Hons.)
and F.LL. (London). Impressed by his
acquaintance with foreign parts, we asked
what advice he could offer to a girl going
abroad for the first time. “Halve her
luggage,” he said, “and double her money”.

Miss McGibbon, a graduate from Edin-
burgh University, has also joined this
department. 'We discovered that, in addition
to Modern Languages, Miss McGibbon has
many interests, including driving, dancing,
tennis, swimming and music.

Mr. Gray, the third member, isa graduate,
M.A. (Hons.), of Glasgow University. At

lunch-time, we did a little eavesdropping
outside the music room, and discovered that
Mr. Gray is an accomplished pianist.

Mr. Williams, another Glasgow graduate,
M.A. (Hons.), has come from Falkirk High
School to take charge of our Geography.
We asked which were his favourite classes.
“The working classes”, he answered un-
hesitatingly.

In the Library we interviewed Miss
Torrance, our new librarian. We enquired
what qualification she thought most useful
for dealing with young readers. She
answered, “A sense of humour™.

In a Science Laboratory, surrounded by
plants, pupils, tadpoles and tropical fish, we
found Dr. Hamilton Smith, who graduated
M.A., Ph.D., at Glasgow University and did
research at Harwell. We asked if he could
suggest an addition to our school building.
“Certainly,” he replied. *“Add an under-
ground prison!”

As we left Room 25, a pleasant smell of
home-baking attracted us to the Home-craft
Department where we met Miss Allan, who
has come from the Glasgow and West of
Scotland College of Domestic Science. She,
too, suggested an improvement for our
school—uphill transport.

Last, but not least, we sought out Mr.
Purvis who graduated M.A. (Hons. History),
at Edinburgh University, and whose fav-
ourite hobby is amateur dramatics. His advice
to new teachers is to have a course of Judo.

WATCH THE BIRDIE

Watching the photographs being taken for
the magazine, I couldn’t help noting the
variety of reactions. There’s the camera-
phile, for example, who knows she’s photo-
genic and unfolds like a flower; the preener,
who’s unphotogenic, but still vain enough to
hope for the best this time; and the camera-
phobe who instinctively shies at a lens.

Expressions can also afford delight to
the detached observer: the fixed smile of
those who say “cheese” (usually types 1 and
2 above); the poker face of the terrified;
the stern, tight-lipped aspect of the hero
facing fearful odds (masculine); and the
refugee-waif look of the soulful.

But don’t think from this I'm photo-
cynic. After all, where would we females be
without a portrait of our current -idol to
swoon over? Frona Kipp, Class 5aA.
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HOCKEY TEAM
Standing (left  to  right)—Jean
Robertson, Rosemary Le Poidevin,
Elizabeth Anderson, Mary Mac-
niven, Fiona Kidd, Moira
Taylor.

Sitting (left to  right)—Phyllis
McNeil, Netta McLaren, Johann
Crawford, Rosemary Carmichael,
Margaret Spicrs (Capt.).

SENIOR
FOOTBALL TEAM

Back Row (left to right)— R
Burns, E. Rotertson. A. Houl-
iston, R. Maxwell. J. Macaulay
E. Wilson.

Front Row (left 1o right—A.
Adam, A, McLaughlin, I. O'Pray
(Capt.), W. Ralston, W. Cun-
ningham.

INTERMEDIATE
FOOTBALL TEAM

Back Row (left to right)—M.
Prentice, [. McKie, I. Pringle,
W. Bauld, T. Wilson, . Mitchell,

Front Row (left to right)—R.
Coffer, M. Macniven, J. Kane
(Capt.), A. MacLean, R. Yuill,
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THIS MODERN AGE

THE FAMILY WATCHING TELEVISION

When television begins, our family sits down
to watch it regardless of food, household
chores and school lessons. My father comes
home and sits in his armchair in a state of
boredom during a quiz game, while we
display our skill in general knowledge.

Suddenly a transformation takes place.
Father appears to have taken a “pep” pill
and demonstrates his left hooks and straight
rights and offers advice to the wooden box.
Disgust appears on all female faces.

When sport is finished, the head of the
house sinks slowly into his chair, remon-
strating on the type of programme we watch,
and declares that he never has any say in
what has to go on (except an hour of sport
almost every night, during which our fav-
ourite spot has passed).

The advertisements break in, some with
perhaps a little value, and some providing
a few laughs when the younger occupants
of the house chant the jingles with delight.

Meals are affected by television. Each
person has a plate on his or her knee and,
as a moment of suspense is réached in the
weekly thriller, forks stop half-way to mouths
which are left gaping wide, while, as an ex-
pression of contempt, another fork continues
upward and in.

[ always think I have spent an enjoyable
evening until I find a pile of neglected dishes
waiting to be tidied away. When I have
washed the dishes, I then watch my sister
run back and forth with the dishes in her
hands to see what has happened, and keep
up a commentary for her.

Television switched off, the family go
rather late to bed, and as for this essay, who
knows, it may have been written while
watching television.

SAaNDRA Burns, Class 4.

THE HAPPY VIEWER

It’s nice to go a wandering

The great big world to see

But I’'m content to stay at home
And watch it on T.V.

James Hoob, Class 1A.

REAL GONE!

When 1 listen to CIiff Richard,
All the world is bright and gay,
Cares and worries quickly vanish,
Every day’s a holiday,

I am sent

When mother listens to Cliff Richard,
Pain and horror shade her face,
Father also frowns and splutters,
I am clearly in disgrace,

I am sent—io bed!

ATLEEN MoORRISON, Class IB.

THE VILLAGE BEATNIK

At the open jazz club door,
The village beatnik stands,
Susie, a smashin’ girl is she,
A wigglin’ to the band.

She wears a tight black, knee-length skirt,
A sweater red and bold,

The pendant swinging round her neck

Is something to behold.

Night in, night out, from six till one,
She jives and sings and sways;
This never tires our Susie out,
Since she lies in bed most days.

NESTA STIRLING, Class 3A.

SLEEPING

We sleep in trains,

We sleep in cranes,

We even sleep in aeroplanes.

We sleep in trams,

We sleep in prams,

We also sleep in caravans.

But when we’re tired, it’s often said,
The place to sleep in, is in bed.

DonaLD RusseLL, Class 3¢,




38 KiLsyTH ACADEMY MAGAZINE June, 1960

THE INNER MAN

KILSYTH FARE

In defiance of deportation or of being “sent
to Coventry,” 1 ask this simple question.
“How did steak pie become the traditional
dish of Kilsyth and district ?”

I don’t want to give the wrong impres-
sion, because 1 do enjoy eating steak pie,
but when it is served with unfailing regularity
at christenings, weddings, funerals and all
social functions it becomes monotonous.
Take Hogmanay celebrations, for instance.
After visiting about half a dozen homes and
eating that number of helpings of steak pie,
one is left with the feeling that to eat the stiff
before next Hogmanay would be too soon.
If your are a Burns enthusiast and attend
several suppers in the last week of January,
the result is another orgy of steak pie. Now
I've read of “Oor Rabbie” sitting down to
Cock-a-Leekie, Haggis, Champit Tatties and
Tipsy Laird, but not steak pie.

Is it any different at local socials or
dinner dances throughout the year? Many
times I’ve watched my mother dress up in
her finery and sit in front of a mirror for an
hour or so applying cosmetics and fixing her
hair style—all to confront steak pie!

After one such function, if you asked a
local worthy how he enjoyed the previous
night’s ““do”, you might get an answer like,
“No’ bad, but you could have played peevers
wi’ the pie paste”, or very, very rarely, “‘Nae
guid! Im-a-a-gine! Nae steak pie!”

Yes, I’'m afraid Kilsythians are in a rut
as far as social fare is concerned.

TAN McWHINNIE, Class 1.

A HAGGIS HUNT

During a holiday at an International Guide
Camp a haggis hunt was held. Some Scots
turn up their nose at a haggis but to Danish,
Swedish and Norwegian Guides, it was some-
thing to be feared. The haggis were painted
and decorated with sticks and feathers till
they were really fearsome. They were then
hidden. The foreign girls were told to
search for an animal and each description of

it was more gruesome than the one before.
When one of the Danish Guides saw some-
thing up a tree answering to the description
given, she fetched a Scots girl to collect it
for her because she was afraid.

All the foreign damsels looked at it in
terror. One girl stabbed it with a knife
and a Danish Guide immediately ran away
to bring the First Aid attendant who arrived
with her medical case to treat the cut of the
animal which had been brought into camp.
You can imagine her surprise when she saw
her patient.

Eventually they were told the truth but
some still had their doubts. The following
night, however, they overcame their fear and
sat down to a plate of mashed potatoes,
turnip and haggis.

CHRISTINE McDoNALD, Class 3.

ELEGY WRITTEN IN A COUNTRY PUB
(With many sincere apologies to Thomas Gray)

The barman calls last orders for the day,
They gulp their drinks and stagger to the door.
The shuffling mob winds slowly on its way,
And leaves some cronies lying on the floor.

Now fades the inward glow of taken drink,
And all the street a solemn stillness holds,

Save where uncertain footsteps homeward
clink,

And a faint song from maudlin lips unfolds.

Save that yon loud inebriated fool,

The discontents of all mankind makes clear,
To such as, idling near the empty “Bull”,
Share his disgust at cost of sport and beer.

Happly some decent-living soul may say,

Oft have we seen them on the following morn,
Puckering their haggard brows at debts to pay,
And swearing evermore foul drink to scorn.

MoIrA BANKIER and BRENDA WELSH, Class 34,
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TEA IN THE STAFF-ROOM

MasE ForREST, 4a.

TEA IN THE STAFF-ROOM
(With apologies to Pope)

For lo! the board with cups and spoons is
crown’d,

The kettle whistles, and the staff rush round;

From “‘shining” ash trays of old brass they
raise

Their cigarettes; their fiery spirits blaze,

As from the spouts the muddy liquors glide,

While eager cups receive their smoking tide;

See how they rush, that they may not be last,

And frequent cups prolong the rich repast!

Outside they hear the “fairy-airy band”,

And many a gruesome punishment is planned.

Tea (which makes € en the ill-paid teacher wise;

And see through all things with his half-shut
eyes),

Sends up in vapours to his learned brain

New stratagems, the brainless ones to train.

EL1ZABETH ALLAN, Class 4,

ANIMALS

MY HORSE

I have a horse,

It won’t go.

Why not beat it?
No! No! No!

Put it in the stable,
Give it some hay.
If it won't eat it,
Give it away.

ARrcHIE McCuLLocH, Class 1G.

BATH TIME—FOR A SNAIL

It’s raining fast
Along the path

A snail creeps out
To take a bath.

The rain has gone
The sun is high,

The snail is crawling
Home to dry.

ANDREW WHIGGAM, Class 2F.

THE SEA-HORSE

You cannot ride a Sea-Horse
However much you wish,

For he is not a horse at all
But just a little fish.

LorNa BUrNS, Class 1G.

A CAT’S LIFE

Timothy Tabby tastes in his dream

Many a brimming saucer of cream;

Then licks his whiskers and sleeks his fur,
And still half-asleep, purrs a soft purr.

He stretches a paw and opens his eyes,

And seeing no cream there, Timothy sighs.

Then curled by the fireside, all snuggly and
round,

Timothy slumbers without a sound.

MARGARET BURrNS, Class 2E.
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SCOTTISH

THE ISLAND OF LEWIS

As we sail across the Minch to the open sea,
Skye and the mainland disappear in the misty
distance astern. We disembark in the only
town on Lewis, Stornoway, whose younger
men are mostly in the Merchant Navy,
though the fishing boats in the harbour show
the older men still carry on the occupation
of their forefathers. The town is small, but
boasts a tweed mill, a poorhouse and a
beautiful modern hospital which serves
Harris as well as Lewis.

The island itself is sparsely inhabited, its
tiny villages separated from each other by
desolate moorland besprinkled with little
lochs. Some of the older people still live in
black houses, quite primitive thatched one-
roomed hovels; but the younger folks are
building new houses. All, except a few
tradesmen, are crofters with a few sheep,
cows and hens. Peat is still the main fuel,
coal being too expensive because of trans-
port charges. Each family rents a piece of
moorland, and in summer works at cutting
and drying its peat for the long winter.

Everyone on the island is religious and
goes to Church every Sunday dressed in
black. In spite of an absence of what we
would consider essential amenities, the Lewis
people appear to live a very contented life.

MARJORIE SHEARER, Class 2A.

STONES OF IONA

This is not a treatise on geology but history
as revealed in Iona’s stones.

Near the Abbey used to stand the ancient
and sacred “Black Stones”, so called because
doom fell on anyone who broke an oath
taken on any one of them. The Stone of
Destiny is supposed to be one of these.
Legend says it is the Biblical *“Jacob’s
Pillow”, brought to Iona by Eastern tribes
and finding its way, via Scone, the seat of
the Celtic kings, to its place in Westminster
Abbey under the Coronation Chair.

Iona marble, a fine white stone veined
with green serpentine, is found in churches
in many parts of the world. St. Giles,
Edinburgh, and St. Columba’s Church of
Scotland, London, are two such churches.

ISLANDS

A more unusual lona stone is the trans-
lucent ““green-stone”, washed up on the
pebbly shore from a reef in St. Columba’s
Bay. Since this “St. Columba Stone” is
supposed to make its owner proof against
drowning, visitors to the bay spend much of
their time searching for a “magic” pebble.

1 wish there were more space to describe
other interesting lona stones such as
Columba’s Pillow, the stones of the Druidic
Circle known as the Hermit’s Cell, several
historical cairns, and the cobbled stones of
the Street of the Dead.

But as I write of them, 1 begin to yearn
again for the white beaches with their col-
oured pebbles spaikling in the sunlight as
the tide recedes from the shores of lona.

JoHN MILNE, Class 4A.

THE ISLE OF ARRAN

What is the spell of Arran that brings back
families to this enchanted island year after
year?

For most perhaps it is just the sheer
beauty of its mountains, moors and bays.
But the geologist can find infinite variety in
the rocks of Arran; the botanist, a wealth of
flora: the archeologist, plenty of evidence of
prehistoric man; the climber, worthy tests of
endurance; the simple holiday-maker, simple
holiday pleasures.

I myself have found most interest in the
historical relics of the island, from the castles
at Brodick and Lochranza, the ancient
Christian remains on Holy Isle to the King’s
Cave at Drumadoon on whose walls are
many primitive carvings of animals, men on
horseback, Celtic rings and at least one line
of Oghan script.

Have 1 inspired you yet with a longing to
see the place if you have not already been
there ? -

AvrisoN WHITE, Class 3A.

Coming down the helter-skelter,
Nellie went at her full “pelter”,
Dress upon a nail she caught,
Nell was gone but dress was nof.

B. W., M. B., Class 3a.
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THE WAKENING YEAR

WALKING IN SPRINGTIME

I wandered in the woods in spring,

And there in a tall oak tree,

The first young blackbird began to sing,
Alone, just him and me.

I wandered on by the rippling stream,

And there I saw with glee,

The first young trout in the sunlight gleam,
Alone, just him and me.

I wandered on by the grassy way,

And was rejoiced to see,

The first young butterfly out to play,
Alone, just him and me.

MorAG PrENTICE, Class 1A.

TREES IN MARCH

In the first March days willow buds appear;
the silver-grey furry buds of the catkins, and
the shiny green of the white willow, herald
the beginning of Spring. The beech and the
oak trees still cling to the previous year’s
crisp bronze leaves, which, when blown by
the wind, sound like the murmuring of a
distant stream. The tiny red buds nestling
at the base of twigs netted with prodigious
prickles are the characteristics of the haw-
thorn. The dog rose, like the hawthorn, has
prickle-protected buds, the spikes diminutive
in comparison with the hawthorn’s, but
nevertheless effective! The elm has unusual
and attractive buds on its knotty stem.
They are round, and rose-like, and from a
distance look like berries. From the rather
droopy branches of the chestnut tree, hang
its brown-coated buds which are far less
conspicuous than the similar buds of the
monumental sycamore tree, the buds of
which are a light glistening green.

1 love March, for these promise-bearing
buds have a beauty of their own as well as
being a clear announcement of golden days
to come.

BeTH MiITcHELL, Class 3A.

THE WILD FOREST

I go to the wild forest every day,

in which the little birds sing.

They sing their little songs to the leaves,
and the trees and for me roo.

Then I go to the burn where the

fish swim about and dart from

place to place looking for something
to eat, for they are hungry.

The little squirrel comes to me

fo get some nuits to eat,

He is so tame [ can lift him up and let
him eat from my hand.

MaLcoLm CALDWELL, Class 1E.

SPRING

The Lady Spring is here at last,
Spreading green mantle o’er the grass,
Bearing a train of flowers behind her,
Sweeping aside the cold of winter
With her warm breath,

Melting the last reluctant snow-wreaths
On the brown heath.

Those winsome breezes fan the brows
Of the village labourer as he ploughs.
He hears the lark’s song high above,
Pouring its heart out to its love

With keen delight;

And watches at the furrow’s end

Its soaring flight.

His heart is glad that Spring once more
Announces weary winter’s o’er;

He sees on every leaf her hand,

He hears her calling through the land
Her tidings gay;

And feels her stir his blood again

In her sweet way.

MARY MACNIVEN, Class 4A.,
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SCHOOLDAYS

ON SCHOOLDAYS ALMOST OVER

As the days draw near to breaking-up time,
and [ realise that I shall be one of the students
who won’t be returning, I have qualms about
my inexperience in practical work. | dread
facing an office full of strange faces, turned
on the raw recruit, though I try to convince
myself that expertness will soon come with
practice and hard work.

I feel, as days speed by with alarming
swiftness, an unwonted affection for my
teachers and begin to realise that they must
have had much to bear from us. Up till
recently, like all the others in my class, I
thought that we had far too much home-
work. Now, I cannot get enough practice
as I visualise the time, in the all-too-near
future, when no teacher will be at hand to
solve my problems. My only comfort lies
in the assurance of some of the girls who
have already braved the business world that
things are not as bad as I imagine. They
even go so far as to say that they love their
work.

Kilsyth Academy is a school to be proud
of, and 1 trust that I, too, will “Go forward
in hope” and never bring dishonour upon
its name.

Joyce Davipson, Class 48.

THE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY HALL

It wasn’t until I saw the Assembly Hall pre-
pared for the Leaving Certificate examina-
tions that T realised how many uses the Hall
can be put to, the variety of activities which
take place there and the different appear-
ances it can have.

For the examinations it becomes bleak
and miserable with several desks scattered at
intervals across the vast floor. In front the
table is laden with mathematical instruments,
piles of blotting paper, pencils and the
brightly coloured Leaving Certificate Papers.
*  When I looked at the Hall then, my
mind immediately returned to the gay scene
which greeted my entrance to the Christmas
dances. Gaily coloured paper lanterns were
hanging from each light subduing the harsh-
ness of the naked electricity and hundreds

of tiny stars strung from the ceiling were
swaying gently as the dancers swirled past.
Besides continental umbrellas and branches
of greenery there was, at the top of the Hall,
a stately Christmas tree glinting with fairy
lights. This fairyland scene was indeed a
pleasant contrast to the one which greeted
me in March.

As 1 gazed on, my thoughts turned to
the future. Then I tried to imagine the Hall
as it would be for the end of term concert.
These have always been very popular and
successful and when 1 see the stage brilliantly
illuminated against the blackness of the area,
| find the atmosphere very like that of a real
theatre.

Of course, the Hall has other uses, in-
cluding School Assembly held three times
each week but thinking these more pleasant
thoughts helped to cheer my depressed spirits
before the ordeal which lay before me.

MARLENE S. WaTson, Class 5.

SCHOOL WITH A DIFFERENCE

When I went to Bahrain in the Persian Gulf,
I was only eight and it was decided I should
carry on with school. The only school
available was a Convent School where the
teachers were [talian Nuns.

The pupils were of many different
nationalities, British, Indian, Arabian, Paki-
stani and varied in colour from dark brown
to white.

The school buildings were single-storied
with very high ceilings. Large electric fans
kept the room cool as the temperature was
over 100°F. in summer. School hours were
from eight o’clock in the morning till one
o’clock in the afternoon, with a half hour
break in the morning.

The subjects taught were the same as in
the Primary 3.

Some of the Nuns were very pleasant
and spoke very good English.

I enjoyed myself very¥much and some
day I would like to go back and see the
Convent School.

1SABEL MILLAR, Class 1D.
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HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF...?

HIKING

The art of hiking is simple. All you need is
a pair of good feet and a love for beans and
spaghetti. If you happen to have a portable
ambulance, motor car, boat or an aero-
plane, everything will go smoothly. If you
haven’t, face the grim fact that you must
walk.

The art of walking can be learned very
quickly. All you have to do is move your
legs. The kit is easy to acquire. All you
need is spare clothes, ten pairs of shoes, a
sleeping bag, cooking utensils, toilet kit, a
basin (for soaking your poor feet), an
ambulance box, a rucksack and your hostel
card. (A revolver and a tent are really also
necessary in case of angry wardens). Money
might also come in handy in case you might
like to eat or take the first bus home.

But think of the wonderful exercise,
think of the pounds you’ll lose, and think
twice about going.

GrAHAM CLARK, Class 1c.

A NATURE CLUB

Last summer, [ decided along with some
friends to form a club for the study and
preservation of wild life. We used a garden
shed as our headquarters where we housed a
small library, an aviary and an aquarium.
People who found injured birds or animals
brought them to us for assistance.

Once, for example, two boys brought
us a baby magpie deserted by its parents.
We saved its life by hand-feeding it with
milk-sops four times a day, and eventually
put it in the nest of another magpie which
adopted it. ;

Besides helping animals in distress, we
have been on many exciting expeditions and
mean to carry on again this summer.

James HurcHinsoN, Class 1A.

TAKING AN INTEREST IN ASTRONOMY

When 1 was very young, I used to look up
at the sky and wonder what all the bright

lights were. My curiosity increased as I
grew older and I began to read books on
Astronomy.

My father encouraged my interest by
buying bigger binoculars through which I
was able to identify the galaxy Andromeda.
This merely whetted my appetite and I pro-
ceeded to make a fairly successful telescope.
Now on clear nights I could see faintly the
rings of Saturn, a much brighter Andromeda,
and one of the polar caps of Mars which
was then close to the Earth.

On my brother’s birthday, my father
gave him a three-inch telescope which has
a hundred and ninety magnification for one
of the eye-pieces. Now we could see a
spiral nebula, many star clusters, such as
the Pleiades, many moons of Jupiter, and
the rings of Saturn quite clearly.

We are now trying to fit a camera to the
telescope to take photographs of craters on
the moon. My hobby of Astronomy has
become a serious interest.

DaviD McBRIDE, Class 1A.

A CAREER

Some people soldiers want to be

But that is not the life for me.

Some say that in the Royal Air Force
Life is just a matter of course.

Some say that in the Fleet Air Arm,
You cannot come to any harm.

But the life on the open sea,

Is the only life for me.

ANGuUs KENNEDY, Class 3c.

COLLECTING MATCHBOX LABELS

The beginner should simply collect every
matchbox label he can find, but later he can
purchase packets of labels of various
countries.

The label should peel off after soaking
the box in luke-warm water for five minutes
and is easily dried on a blotter. It should
then be placed in an album according to the
country of origin.

RAYMOND QUEENAN, Class 2A.
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SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

FOOTBALL

Senior XI.—The senior teams finished second
top of their league, but were beaten in the
Secondary Shield by St. Modan’s. The
team had a sound defence and, although the
forward-line seldom managed to convert
their artistry into goals, they undoubtedly
played constructive football.

Intermediate XI.—After an exceptionally

good start, the intermediate team fell away,

mainly because several key players left

school before Christmas, The team even-

tually finished fourth in the league and

gega_c?;d the third round of the Intermediate
ield.

Under 14 and under 13 XI.—The younger
boys did not fare so well as the other two
teams but are full of enthusiasm and hope
for better things next season.

Individuals.—lain O’Pray, 5a, played in a
trial for a Scottish “cap’ at Lesser Hampden,
and Malcolm Macniven, 3A, played in a
representative match for Stirlingshite at
Brockville Park, Falkirk.

Staff v. Pupils.—Following their success
against the Intermediates last season, the
staff boldly challenged the Senior XI.
Resplendent in strips kindly lent by Kilsyth
Rangers, the staff trotted on to the muddy
pitch and gave a very good account of
themselves until the second half, when they
had the misfortune to score twice through
their own goal. A very interesting hilarious
tussle ended in a 4-0 victory for the pupils.

HOCKEY

This season the hockey pitch was again
waterlogged and as a result the girls did not
have very much practice. Considering this,
the team played very well in friendly games
against teams in the area.

CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIP—
McGHEE TROPHY

This was held on Wednesday, 6th April,
at Denny High School, over a very wet
course. The Academy entered two teams,
one of which was placed 3rd, and consisted
of J. Smith, 3rd; T. Wilson, 15th; D. Taylor,
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25th; W. Cunnungham, 39th; C. McMurray,
75th. The other team was a First Year
team and is to be congratulated also on
running extremely well. The members were:
I. Caskey, 67th; J. Hutchison, 86th; M.
Caldwell, 88th; W. Motherwell, 89th; E.
Breton, 103rd.

COUNTY SPORTS, 1959

The County Sports were held last year
at Graeme High’s playing fields. In rather
unfavourable weather, all the boys’ groups
acquitted themselves well, especially Group
C boys who won the E.L.S. Shield. The
members of this team were W. Hardie, R.
Gault, J. McLean, R, Kelly, J. Smith, N.
Beaton and R. Williamson. The girls were
obviously more seriously affected by the
trying conditions than the boys and must
hope for better weather and better results
this year.

ROBERT MAXWELL, Class 5A.

Sports Editor.

DEBATING SOCIETY

The following people were elected as mem-
bers of the Committee.

Honorary President and Vice-President :—
Mr. Kidd and Mrs. Maxwell.

Convener:—Miss Stark.
President:—1Jessica Truten.
Vice-President:—James Provan.
Secretary:—David Taylor.
Treasurer.—Clifford Roseweir.

The session began with a “Brains Trust”
with four teachers as the eminent brains.
A debate “That things do go bump in the
night” followed. A “Holidays Night” was
next held in room 12 so that two films could
be shown. Following that came a mock
election in which there was a straight fight
between Labour and Conservative, the latter
polling the majority vote. This meeting had
the highest attendance of 90. The following
week the Debating Society retired to room
14 to hold its “Desert Island Discs”. A
debate, “The Ideal Teacher” followed. Two
very interesting debates, “That Western

Democracy has been tried and found want-
ing” (4th year debate), and a 3rd year debate,
“That modern education is a poor pre-
paration for life” followed. This 3rd year
debate was a very enjoyable one. Two
“Hat Nights” were held during the session,
and just before Christmas the North and
South Kilsythians, the Lennoxtonians and
the “Provinces” battled it out in a knockout
game of “Ask me another”. The”season’s
programme was wound up with one of the
most successful Debating Society dances yet
held. ]

We were pleased to note that a few
teachers, though not as many as last year,
attended the Society. We should like to
thank Miss Stark and all those pupils who
in any way contributed to the debates and
made it a successful session.

DAvID TAYLOR, Secretary, Class 4A.

SCRIPTURE UNION

This session Scripture Union meetings have
again been well attended. There has been
a decided increase in attendance at the boys’
meeting on a Tuesday when, after a study
of a Bible portion, games are organised.
The girls’ meeting on a Thursday has been
taken largely by pupils and games of net-
ball have also been organised. On several
occasions senior discussion meetings have
been held with a local minister in charge.
Several members have attended the S.U.
camps during the Easter holidays. The
S.U. are also making an effort to raise money
in school for World Refugee Year.

WiLLiaM MoOTHERWELL, Class 1A.

ART SOCIETY

The highlights this year were a very inter-
esting film on the Dutch masters; a panel
of pupils and teachers passing judgment on
four pairs of pictures which afforded much
entertainment and enlightenment; and a
lecture by a young architect, Mr. Ian Dyce,
on Modern Architecture, which was accom-
panied by his own delightful colour films.

ALISON VAUGHAN, Class 5A.
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COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS

National Bible Society of Scotland Essay:—
Each of the following Third Year pupils will
receive a Bible for writing the best essay in
his class:—

3A, Margaret Thomson; 3B, Grace
Neilson; 3¢, James Shillinglaw ; 30; Ann Muir

Margaret Thomson’s essay has been
forwarded to the Society as an entry for the
special prize.

Kirkintilloch Players’ Essay :—Fiona Kidd, 5A,
has won this year’s gift voucher for the best
review of “The Happiest Days of Your Life”.

Burns Competition, 1959:—Helen Muir, 48,
was the winning candidate.

Colzium Award for Public Speaking, 1959:—
The cup was won by Marlene Watson, 5A.

Road Safety Quiz:—The Junior Secondary
team was defeated by St. Patrick’s, but the
Senior Secondary team went on to the second
round before being defeated by Stirling High,
the ultimate winners.

Art Competitions:—This year The Glasgow
Art Galleries presented Robert Hannah with
a certificate commending him for his
painting.

Both Norman Macdonald and Robert
Hannah were commended for excellence in
the Burns Federation Art Competition.

The winners of the Brook Bond Tea
Competition, Alison Vaughan, Jessica Truten
and Alan Wilson, each received a book token.

There have also been a number of entries
for the National Exhibition of Children’s
Art, organised by the Sunday Pictorial.

Life Saving Awards:—Thirty Intermediate
certificates have been gained by the younger
boys and eleven by the girls, Thirty-three
girls and twenty-three boys have passed the
Royal Life-Saving Society’s examination for
the Bronze Medallion. The Bronze Cross
was awarded to sixteen girls and ten boys,
and the Award of Merit to six girls and five
boys. The following girls and boys have
gained the Instructor’s Certificate :—Fiona
Kidd, Marlene Watson, Elaine Nicolson,
Phyllis McNeil, Arthur Adam, Robin Russell,
James Provan, and James Paterson.

SANDRA SHAW, Class 5A.

FILMS IN THE SCHOOL

During the year many films were shown to
pupils which were of interest to all who saw
them.

In the History Department, Mr.
McCallum arranged for the showing of “The
Louisiana Story” to pupils after school hours.
This film, the story of a boy’s life amid the
swamps of Louisiana, is now regarded as a
classic. At Christmas, younger pupils en-
joyed the showing of the film “The Children’s
Puppet Theatre of Warsaw”. “Biskupin”,
a film depicting the excavation of a pre-

‘historic lake settlement in Poland, stimu-

lated interest of would-be archeologists.
Among many others shown were two of
special interest, “The Mediaeval Castle” and
“The Mediaeval Monastery”.

The Science Department used films ex-
tensively to help pupils to grasp facts more
clearly. Among those of general interest in
physics were “The Electric Cooker” and
“What is Electricity?” Chemistry was re-
presented by “The Principles of Gas Making”,
“Producer Gas”, “The Water Cycle”, and
others.

The English Department was able to
bring to the screen Shakespeare’s “Richard
III” with Sir Laurence Olivier in the title
role. This magnificent film, a vividly real-
istic portrayal of the period, excited the
imalgination of all who saw it in the Assembly
Hall.

ROSEMARY CARMICHAEL, Class 5A.

SCHOOL OUTINGS

There have been many enjoyable school
outings this session to stimulate our interest
both in the Arts and Sciences.

English

Early in the session, senior pupils attended
“Othello’ in the Citizens’ Theatre, Glasgow.
The Kirkintilloch Players kindly invited us
to attend their presentations of “The Devil’s
Disciple” in November and “The Happiest
Days of Your Life” in March. A short
visit by forty pupils to Stratford-on-Avon
has been planned for June which will include
seeing places of historical interest such as
Warwick Castle as well as attending a per-
formance of “The Merchant of Venice” at
the Memorial Theatre.
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History

Mr. McCallum has undertaken to or-
ganise several outings, a few of which have
still to take place. These include a visit to
the Kelvingrove Art Galleries Museum, the
Hunterian Museum at the University,
Stirling Castle and the Wallace Monument,
as well as some of the local places of historical
interest such as the Roman Wall and forts.

Geography

In September, some senior pupils went
for a weekend to Glendoll Youth Hostel with
Mrs. McKenzie, the Geography mistress,
who organised instructive and pleasurable
all-day hikes over the hills,

At Easter, Mr. Williams took a party
of boys to Garth Youth Hostel, near Aber-
feldy, for five days. They climbed several
mountains, including Ben Lawers and
Schiehallion.

Science

Class 4A visited the Scottish Industries
Exhibition in September and the I.C.L
Sulphuric Acid Works, Glasgow, later in the
session. . Class 5A visited the coke ovens at
Queenzieburn and attended two lectures—
“Our Smallest Servants” by Dr. Morris at
the Royal College of Science and Technology,
and “Synthetic Fibres” by Dr. Johnston at
Graeme High School.

Music

In October, a large party of pupils
attended a performance of “Swan Lake” by
the Royal Ballet Company in the King’s
Theatre, Glasgow, the principal dancer being
Anya Linden. In May, another large party
enjoyed a concert in the Albert Hall, Stirling,
by the Scottish National Orchestra, con-
ducted by Muir Mathieson.

French and German

It is hoped that visits will be made to
the Cosmo Cinema, Glasgow, to see French
and German films.

Miscellaneous

Other visits included an outing to the
air base of the R.A.S. at Abbotsinch by the
senior boys with Mr. Corbett in March.
Some of our senior pupils joined a party of
former pupils on a visit to the French
Gallery in the Art Galleries, Glasgow.

MARLENE WATSON, Class 5A.

THE UNCANNY

SIR LANCELOT

In days of old when knights were bold,
And dragons still breathed fire,
There lived a knight, a trusty knight,

Sir Lancelot, Esquire.

Now this bold knight he had a fight,
But he was forced to yield,

The dragon he'd been fighting with,
Had melted down his shield.

J. BRANNAN, Class 28.

EPITAPH OF JOHNNY JONES

Johnny listened. Was it his imagination?
But he heard it again—scrape, scrape, like
someone digging. He slowly crept up the
ridge of dirt to see two men shovelling
furtively. Body-snatchers! Then Johnny
realised whose grave it was. He stood up
and laughed; then, with a short run and a
hop, he flew up into the air and came swoop-
ing down over the thieves who cringed back
in terror. Then as Johnny’s angel spiralled
higher and higher, the trembling men gazed
at the gravestone. It read:—

Johnny Jones
died: 24th June, 1846.
R.LP.

ARCHIE KENNEDY, Class Ic.

FERRETING OUT THE ANSWER

Electricians wiring a factory were faced with
the problem of getting 600 feet of new wire
through a network of 4-inch pipes under-
neath the floor. Normal methods would

- take weeks; yet they did the job in two

hours!

A ferret was brought on the scene, one
end of the wire fixed to its collar, and the
scent of a freshly killed rabbit blown through
the tubes from the far end. The ferret,
getting a whiff of the rabbit, ran through the
tubes and made an expert job of the wiring,

DonNALD WiLson, Class 2B.
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FORMER PUPILS

Kilsyth is a difficult place in which to run
any form of corporate activity. In the past
many societies and associations have been
founded, run for a time with great enthusi-
asm, and then faded to obscwity and a
lingering death, leaving little behind but the
hollow memories of former glories. This,
of course, could be said of many places, but
it seems to be specially applicable to Kilsyth.
I have heard of several explanations put
forward for this, such as the nearness to
Glasgow, sharp religious and social div-
isions, and so on, but while there may be
much substance in these, they do not get at
the truth. “The fault, dear Brutus, is not
in our stars, but in ourselves”, a quotation
which should be familiar to everybody above
the second year.

The intelligent reader will have assumed
from this preamble that the Former Pupils’
Association is not flourishing, in fact, he or
she may even have reached the conclusion
that it is on the way out. We have to admit
to one big disappointment—the meagre
attendance at our annual reunion. This
was held in April in Mathieson’s Rooms,
Falkirk, and took the usual form of dinner
and dance, with Miss Fletcher as guest of
honour. Though the number attending was
hardly sufficient to justify the work and time
required to arrange such a function, the
enjoyment of those who did come was so
manifestly great that it is highly probable
that another attempt may be made next
year, though on a reduced scale.

Happily, the other activities of the
Association are more satisfactory. The Bad-
minton Club, which plays in the school
during the winter, has had a successful
season; the Art Group has gone from strength
to strength; the young Record Club has
made an auspicious start; the Social Club
had some enjoyable evenings; the Festival
outings were well patronised, and a new
section is coming into existence.  This is
the Cricket Club, born out of the enthusiasm
of your Mr. Griffin, and we hope that it
will provide a pleasureable outlet for the activ-
ities of former pupils for years to come,
and perhaps even revive something of the
former glories of the sporting life of Kilsyth.

An Association such as ours is, is
bound to have its ups and downs. We have

had to contend with many difficulties in the
past; we will have to contend with many
difficulties in the future. But this | can say
with perfect assurance, that, if you live in
Kilsyth after you leave school, it can help
to make your life richer and happier, if
you leave Kilsyth, it can still serve as a link
that binds you to your friends. In fact it
is an Association worth joining—see Mrs.
Maxwell about this before you leave—and
well worth keeping alive.

JAMES WHITE, President.

BULLETIN

Once again, last year’s fifth and sixth have
spread their abilities over a fairly wide
field. Robert Morrison has chosen Den-
tistry as his career; William Thom is studying
for a B.Sc. degree at the University of
Glasgow and Ian Stirling has gone to the
Royal College of Science and Technology.
This is the first time for many years that
St. Andrews has claimed any of our pupils.
There, two of our girls, Jean McGinnes
and Anne Wilson are studying for an Arts
degree. Four girls have started their train-
ing at Jordanhill College of Education—
Irene Hamilton, Barbara Lindsay, Elizabeth
Martin (last year’s dux of the school), and
Sandra Stevenson. Gillian Garden is a
student at the Glasgow & West of Scotland
College of Domestic Science. Margaret
Bruce is training at Stobhill Hospital to
become a Medical Laboratory Technician.
Alex. Paterson is in Insurance and Andrew
Witton in the County Treasurer’s office at
Viewforth. John Barrowman is studying
Poultry Farming. Two girls are in the Civil
Service—Jean McGregor and Elsa McAllister.

Since the publication of our last
“bulletin” several Former Pupils have com-
pleted their training and are now appointed
to posts in the county. lan McGinnes is
in Denny High School, James Hunter in
Kilsyth Academy and Lennoxtown, Helen
Patrick in Kilsyth Primary and Fay Caldwell
in Balmore. Elaine Garden is now a radio-
grapher in the Royal Infirmary of Halifax.

The school follows their progress with
interest and we all send them congratulations
and good wishes.

Mrs. M. MAXWELL, Lady Superintendant.



e — gt

June, 1960 KiLsytH ACADEMY MAGAZINE 49

CROSSWORD COMPETITION

Prize of 7/6 for first correct entry opened

Across

2. Essential to a secret agent (and a person of
no importance).

Handy for pouring on troubled waters.

One of these modern painters (after Paul).

Rod-totin’ Chigaco gent (sounds such a

homely type).

10. Scottish Royalist who saw Baillie off.

12. Blue-eyed Victorian Statesman with the
correct address.

16. If you remember your Latin, that is.

17. Garibaldi’s birthplace sounds like a pleas-
ant place.

19. Politicians are adept at rolling this,

20. “Veni, vidi, vici”. So he said.

Down

L

1. Seen at the pictures.

3. Worn by saints.

4, Sounds as if everything is all right with our

trans-Atlantic friends.

5. What a ferocious name for a Pope!

7. Betwixt and between, across the Channel.
8. Lost in the wood in “As You Like It”.

9. Wound over (slowly) by lowing herds.
11. All this about nothing? And at Stratford-

on-Avon too.
13. A poetic sort of male parent.
14, Gold diggin® gal (precious type!).
15. Russian idol. (Not Mr. K!).
18. Most of what the hen laid, for example.

DOMINIE.
Name : Class :
R A g}cg-c-:ﬁr M .
Highland Park Stores Alexander Rankin
HIGH BALMALLOCH I (Proprietor: W. L. CLARK)

Telephone No. 3235

Wide Variety of
Groceries, Biscuits, Confections,
Fruit, Vegetables, Newspapers

Magazines and Stationery

Specialities:
CUT FLOWERS WREATHS
PLANTS :: BOUQUETS

Quality Ham and Cooked Meats in
Fridge-Fresh Condition

Stationer, Newsagent
and Tobacconist

Greetings Cards for all occasions
Paper Back Novels
Toys: Gala Records

2 BACK BRAE
KILSYTH

Phone—Kilsyth 3285
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ESTABLISHED 1835

ALEXANDERS STORES

LTD.

MAIN STREET, KILSYTH

@ BARGAINS IN ALL TYPES OF FURNITURE
® NO DEPOSIT—-TWO YEARS TO PAY

A cordial invitation is extended to you to view our extensive
range of Furniture at 105 Main Street

Let us help you with your garden requirements—we stock
everything for the gardener

Our range in china and delph tea-sets is the finest in the district,
very keen prices

@ ALL TYPES OF IRONMONGERY IN STOCK L)

AGENTS FOR—
PHILIPS — K.B. — R.G.D. — SOBELL — McMICHAEL — ULTRA
and other leading makes

=l =Tl T

A. Brown & Son

205 KILSYTH ROAD
BANKNOCK

Wine and Spirit Merchants
Family Grocers and
Provision Merchants

Confections, ' Tobaccos
and Cigarettes

Ices,

s
.

Telephone—Banknock 232

il e e e [ = L

STANDARD and TRIUMPH
AGENTS
SALES and SERVICE

McEwans of
Lennoxtown

Phone—Lennoxtown 426

See these Cars and try them at
our Showrooms

DEMONSTRATIONS
HIRE PURCHASE
INSURANCE

Luxury Coaches for Private Hire

=y i1
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Telephone—Kilsyth 3155

D. BARROWMAN

(BUTCHERS), LTD.

43 MAIN STREET, KILSYTH
115 TOWNHEAD, KIRKINTILLOCH

Finest Quality Meat and Meat Products
Our Speciality—
Finest Pork Links, Fresh Daily—Try Them

OUR REPUTATION

IS YOUR GUARANTEE

A. D. WILSON

80 MAIN STREET
LENNOXTOWN

Telephone—Lennoxtown 427

Fruits and Vegetables
High-Class Confections
Flowers, Bouquets, Wreaths

Wall’s lces

Robert Craig & Sons
High-Class Grocers
Wine and Spirit Merchants

VAN DELIVERIES DAILY
CAMPSIE, FINTRY and DISTRICT

The Shop for Good Value

85 MAIN STREET
LENNOXTOWN

Phone—Lennoxtown 367
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Thrilling and unforgettable stories of War
Heroism, Romance, Western and Adventure
all specially chosen, await those who wish to

enrich their mind at—

Permanent Waves of Lasting Beauty

“SET-A-PERM” Perms and Sets your hair in
ONE operation as shown on T.V. Available at—

McLAY’S

BALMALLOC

NEWSAGENT
CONFECTIONER

Also stocked—

Nylons - Chemist Sundries
Greetings Cards for all occasions
“Airfix"’ Model Plane Kits and Paints
Fishing Tackle, etc., etc.

H ROAD,

BOOKSELLER

KILSYTH

TOBACCONIST
LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER

Also specialists in Eugene and Rilling Cold
Waving

Telephone—Kilsyth 3142

SEEmSES e

R. PAISLEY

TAXIS AND HIRES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
TOURS, Etc.

Telephone — Kilsyth 2309

L[

McNiven & McFarlane
PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

GLEN TERRACE
KILSYTH

SIGNWRITING
GRAINING
PAPER HANGING

ESTIMATES FOR ALL CLASSES
OF PAINTER WORK

Phone—Kilsyth 2306




TIMBER

PLYWOOD

WALLBOARDS

PLASTICS FOR EVERY PURPOSE

CITY SAWMILLS GLASGOW C4

TELEPHONE DOUGLAS 7331




FRESH CAKES
AND
SCONES DAILY

FROM

THE SCONE SHOP

(DRYSDALE)

38 KINGSTON ROAD, KILSYTH

Q
B. BRYNES

HAIRDRESSER

173 KILSYTH ROAD
BANKNOCK

Telephone—Banknock 283

O

C. Stirling & Sons Ltd.

Government Surplus Dealers

KILSYTH ROAD
BANKNOCK

Office and Kitchen Furniture
Catering Equipment
Clothing, etc.

Phone—Banknock 203
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D. & W. McKenzie, Ltd.

HARDWARE AND CHINA MERCHANTS
COMPLETE HOUSE  FURNISHERS

12 CHURCH STREET
KILSYTH

Phone—2193

AGENTS FOR
HOTPOINT AND ADA WASHING MACHINES

PAINTS AND WALLPAPERS

CARPETS AND LINOLEUM

BEDS AND BEDDING GARDEN REQUISITES
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J. G. KELLY & SONS

FAMILY GROCERS, DRAPERS AND

PROVISION MERCHANTS

23 MAIN STREET and

23 CROSSHILL STREET
LENNO XTOWN

Phone—Lennoxtown 497

i
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For
HIGH CLASS
CONFECTIONS
TEAS and SNACKS

VISIT

The Roadside Cafe
BANKNOCK

Proprietor:
WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM

Phone—Banknock 292

r=1=r—d—r=1—y—T—
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Robert D. McGregor

LIMITED

Plumbers and Electricians

HEATING and
SANITARY  ENGINEERS

All Classes of Electrical, Tile Fireplaces

and Plumber Work done
ESTIMATES GIVEN FREE

143 MAIN STREET
LENNOXTOWN

Telephone—Lennoxtown 268

Lol Lo

THOMAS CHALMERS

foavernment Surhliie Danlare
Supplies for the Home Decorators

Stockists for:

CROWN WALLPAPERS
DULUX DURADIO MAGICOTE
WALPAMUR PAINTS
FABLON SUNDRIES, ETC.
AIRFIX AND LINDBERG MODELS

73 MAIN STREET
KILSYTH
Telephone 3168

House Address—
" 12a Murray Avenue, Kilsyth
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ALEXANDER DUNN

(KILSYTH CARRIER) LTD.

CARRIERS AND CONTRACTORS

KILSYTH
and

CUMBERNAULD STATION

(New Town Site)
Phones—Kilsyth 3341-2-3

Established over 150 years Incorporated 1955
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HIGH-CLASS CAFE AND FISH RESTAURANT
SITTING ACCOMMODATION
FISH SUPPERS A SPECIALITY
TEAS COFFEE BISCUITS
lces Made Under Hygienic Conditions

A LARGE VARIETY OF CONFECTIONS

JOHN IRVINE

42-46 MARKET STREET, KILSYTH

Telephone 2182 Phone 2175
Robert Mitchell © JOHN MILLAR
(BUTCHERS) LTD. L Radio and Cycle Agent
10-12 MAIN STREET 4 MAIN STREET

RS T KILSYTH

Purveyors of High-Class Meat T
Agent for Raleigh Mo-Ped Mk 2

PRICE 511 GNS.

Sausages and Cooked Meats
a Speciality ==
All Leading Makes at

Van Deliveries Daily in all Areas Terms to suit your Pocket
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17"
murphy
£63

Long term H.P. and low rental terms readily arranged

Simple, Handsome, Contemporary Lines
In a Lovely Colour Combination of
Fawn and Blue/Grey. Every

Modern Technique to give you the
Finest Possible Picture

That's the new 17" transportable Murphy

YOUR MURPHY DEALER

T. LAURIE

10 KING STREET - KILSYTH

Phone 2171
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ARCHIBALD A. McLEAN

ELECTRICAL CCNTRACTOR

10 WESTPORT STREET

KILSYTH

®
b
;"li

Telephone—Kilsyth 2241 ! D. CHARTERIS LTD
: .

THE WHITE HOUSE E“ CHEMISTS
(Prop. W. P. SHEARER) % 57 MAIN STREET

i KILSYTH

KILSYTH DRAPERY b

CLOa“dl Medicines ~ Baby Goods
THING Photographic Materials
ESTABLISHMENT

Agents for
MAX FACTOR GALA
YARDLEY, ETC.

38 and 42 MAIN STREET
KILSYTH

SeEsesamaEsErEe
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Aussies’ Cafe

Proprietor—W. MILLER

52 KINGSTON ROAD

KILSYTH
*
ICES : CONFECTIONS . CIGARETTES
TEAS X COFFEES

Dances, Weddings and Socials Catered for

LARGE SITTING ACCOMMODATION

a1
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KILSYTH BANK LIMITED

BURGH CHAMBERS, KILSYTH
Established 1932

Interest Payable to Depositors—3%7 Per Annum

The Bank invests all Surplus Funds with Kilsyth Town Council,

charging as Interest only nett cost. Depositors thus benefit

through the Interest earned by them and as ratepayers by
the reasonable Rates charged for Loans.

SrSeSeSsSrSesSeSese =

| o
o oo
| o

JAMES THOMSON Mrs. S. HAY

Confectioner and
General Store

i1l

Boot Repairer

55 KINGSTON ROAD
KILSYTH

Phone 2389

L y=l—r—

8 MARKET STREET
KILSYTH
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FINLAY J. LOGAN Ltd.

DISPENSING CHEMISTS
28 MAIN STREET - - KILSYTH

Phone—Kilsyth 2187

Stockist for
COTY MAX FACTOR
CHANEL YARDLEY

DOROTHY GRAY INNO XA

O
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Phone—Kilsyth 3181

M. G. BAXTER LTD.

PAINTERS -  DECORATORS
COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS

28 MARKET STREET, KILSYTH

Contractors to H.M. Government - - - - Local Authorities
Specialists in Spraying and Hand Painting - - - - Graining
Marbling and Paperhanging - - - - Estimates Given Free
:
For the Best in M. McLEAN & SON
Groceries, Provisions Haulage Contractors

Fruit and Confections TIPPING & PLATEORM

Visit 7 VEHICLES

William W. Hoggan
HILLHEAD AVENUE

Established 50 years

BADIKIER MEADOWBANK

e} i BANKNOCK
Our Motto is: By Bonnybridge
“Service With A Smile” Telephone—Banknock 254
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Another Summer Sports
Season is now with us,
and we venture to
suggest that you would
be wise to call on our
Sports Department and
see the large selection
of Sports equipment
which we carry.

TENNIS RACKETS by
Slazengers, Dunlop,
Grays and Spalding.

CRICKET BATS by
Gunn & Moore and
Slazengers.

GOLF CLUBS by For-
gan, Sayers, Nicol,
Gradidge and Spalding.

We cover every aspect of Summer Sports and our
STOCK IS ALWAYS GUARANTEED FRESH
Underwater Swim Gear, Swim and Beachwear, Camping Equipment
Stockists of Lilo Beds and Beach Toys
It's Hendersons for Sports Equipment

R. R. HENDERSON LTD.

The Outfitters

6 and 8 FRIARS STREET - - - - STIRLING
Telephone 381

= =. EeSerSeSeRSaS
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BUY YOUR NEW CAR FROM YOUR LOCAL DEALER

HENRY J. MACKIE

THE GARAGE
VICTORIA HALL ROAD :: KILSYTH
Telephone—Kilsyth 2179
SPARE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES BATTERIES—READY CHARGED

REPAIRS AT MODERATE PRICES

E=Sanss 1o ly=] s=as

]
JEAN DODDS | s
HAIRDRESSER [ A. COWA N
20 BACK BRAE
KILSYTH CIGARETTES and

CONFECTIONS

——

55 NEWTON STREET

e S

EUGENE PERMS

KILSYTH
—O—

Telephone: Kilsyth 2334
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CUTHBERTSONS

SPECIAL PIANO OFFER
TO ALL PUPILS STUDYING MUSIC AND
TG ALL PUPILS HAVING PIANC LESSONS
Payments can be spread over four years
No Deposit — Monthly or Weekly Payments .
Weekly Payments from 9/5d
Free Insurance for Four Years against Fire,
Theft, and Accidental Damage

In the event of death of Parent or Guardian
Payments cease and Piano becomes your own
property
Free Delivery 10 Years’ Guarantee
Old Pianos taken in Part Exchange

A GOOD PIANO IS ESSENTIAL TO SUCCESS
This offer ensures A GOOD PIANO without worry

For all details—write, call or phone
J. D. CUTHBERTSON & Co.

226-230 SAUCHIEHALL STREET, Glasgow, C.2
Telephone: DOUglas 5382
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WM. LOW & CO., LTD.

GROCERS
11 MAIN STREET
KILSYTH

BACON COOKED MEATS
CUT AS REQUIRED

R. C. Watson Stirling’s (Kilsyth)

8 MAIN STREET L.td.
KILSYTH

RADIO AND TELEVISION
FRESH SUPPLIES OF PEDIGREE PRAMS AND TOYS

FRUIT, FLOWERS AND —_—
VEGETABLES DAILY 18 MAIN STREET
sy KILSYTH

Phone—Kilsyth 3105 Telephone—3180




WILLIAM MATEAR

Grocer, Grain and Provision Merchant

23 MAIN STREET, KILSYTH

Telephone—Kilsyth 3268

*

GROCERIES & PROVISIONS of the HIGHEST CLASS
“BIRD'S EYE" FROZEN FOODS ALWAYS IN STOCK
COLD MEATS FROM OUR REFRIGERATOR
AGENTS FOR LYONS ICE CREAM

Now in Stock—

Melbrew Coffee Beans — Ground Fresh while you wait !

DOG FOODS—Large Variety—Cheapest in Town !

“QUALITY AND SERVICE”
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THE SHOP FOR CHEERY, QUICK SERVICE

COSY CORNER
CAFE

(Proprietor—W. SHANNON)

-5 LOWCRAIGENDS, KILSYTH
Telephone No. 2308

SCHOOLS AND CINEMA TUCK SHOP

High Class Confections—The Largest Selection in Town !

GROCERIES .. FRUITERERS

WALL’'S ICE CREAM . .. CHEMIST'S SUNDRIES

Geo. Inaus & Co. Lo, Printers, Howgate, Falkirk,
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