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Holy Family Nursery Class
Parental Involvement Policy
Holy Family Nursery Class endeavours to work in partnership with all parents/carers. We encourage you to participate in the life of the nursery and are keen to include and encourage you to contribute to your child’s education and development. We believe that children benefit most from Early Years education and care when parents and our Early Years setting work together in partnership.  Our aim is to support parents as their child's first and most important educators by involving them in their child's education and in the Early Years setting. We also aim to support parents in their own continuing education and personal development.
We provide opportunities for parents/carers to accompany your child on an outing, under the leadership of nursery staff.

We actively encourage opportunities for family members to come in and share their skills and/or their experience of the world of work under the supervision of the nursery staff.

In the interests of safety –

· We work alongside the Protection of Vulnerable Groups Scheme and Disclosure Scotland

· Parents/carers must not be included in the staff-child ratio within the nursery

· Parents/carers should not be left unsupervised at any time.

· Parents/carers must not be asked to take a child to the toilet or change a child during their time at nursery.

We hope that parent/carers thoroughly enjoy their time within the nursery and value the experience.

Parental Involvement: 

· All families joining the nursery are invited to an open session before their children start. This involves meeting staff, looking around the class areas and receiving relevant verbal and written information. 

· We arrange induction sessions for all children joining our nursery, so that parents can meet with their child’s key person, become familiar with the setting and answer any queries they may have.  
· Parents/carers are encouraged to drop off and pick their child up from their welcome areas, this will enable them to sign their child in and give them the opportunity to communicate with staff and settle their child. 

· Parents are invited into the nursery once a term to take part in 'Stay and play' sessions. This gives parents an insight into the day-to-day life of the setting and to join in activities, talking to staff about how they can enhance learning at home. 

· Each parent will be given their child’s personal plan where they are asked to complete the first section in order to contribute about their child's learning both at home and nursery. This plan is also used for staff, parents and children to work towards individual targets throughout the year

· We invite parents to help on outings and to join us for any special occasions and celebrations. Parents are also invited into the setting to give talks, providing opportunities for them to contribute their own skills, knowledge and interests.  

· We ensure on-going dialogue with parents to improve our knowledge of the needs of their child and to support their families.  

· We involve parents in the shared record keeping of their child – either formally or informally – and ensure parents have access to their child’s learning journeys. We exchange knowledge with parents about their child’s interests and progress. 
· Parents are invited into the nursery for individual meetings to discuss their child's Personal Plan, development and progress, throughout the year. Times are flexible to ensure that they are accessible and appropriate for all. 

· We use twitter and the Holy Family website to pass on information

· The Head teacher and all nursery staff are available to discuss concerns and progress with parents at a suitable time, if the parent wishes.  

New Initiatives:  
· We are in the process of changing our online learning journals to SWAY as a method of communication and promoting your child’s learning and progress. 

· A variety of parents groups will continue to be introduced to inform and support parents, to enhance their child's learning.  
· We inform all parents of the systems for registering queries, complaints or suggestions and check to ensure these are understood. All parents have access to our written complaints procedure.  
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