Greengairs Nursery Class
Sun cream Policy and procedures 
At Greengairs nursery class we are committed to ensuring that all children are fully protected from the dangers of too much sun/UV rays. Severe sunburn in childhood can lead to the development of malignant melanoma (the most dangerous type of skin cancer) in later life.
We follow guidance from the weather and UV level reports and use the following procedures to keep children safe and healthy in the sun.
· PROTECTION: providing an environment that enables children and staff to stay safe in the sun.
· EDUCATION: learning about sun safety to increase knowledge and influence behaviour.
· COLLABORATION: working with parents, the management structure and the wider community to reinforce awareness about sun safety and skin cancer prevention.

We realise deferring the problem to parents is not a solution in the protection of children with sun burn, we must work together. All sunscreens should be reapplied at least every 2 hours to ensure their effectiveness. Children should be protected from sun and not exposed to UV radiation when penetration is strongest (11am-3pm) which could lead to sunburn and skin damage.  
Procedure: 
· Key workers will work with the parents of their key children to decide and agree on suitable precautions to protect children from burning, including more sensitive skin types and those that may be more tolerant to the sunshine, e.g. black and/or Asian colouring
· Children will be given a nursery sun hate which will always be worn whilst outside in sunny weather. Our hats are legionnaires design (i.e. with an extended back and side to shield children’s neck and ears from the sun) to provide additional protection
· Staff must be aware of the expiry date and discard sunscreen after this date.  Some sun creams do state one year after opening.   
· Parents can put light-weight cotton clothing for their children suitable for the sun in their nursery bag.
· Children’s safety and welfare in hot weather is the nursery’s prime objective so staff will work closely with parents to ensure all appropriate cream and clothing is provided.
· Staff will make day-to-day decisions about the length of time spent outside depending on the strength of the sun.
· Children will always have sun cream applied before going outside in the hot weather and at frequent intervals during the day. 
· We expect parents to apply sun cream before they drop their child into nursery morning. 
· Children are encouraged to drink cooled water more frequently throughout sunny or warm days, and this is accessible both indoors and out.
· Children are made aware of the need for sun hats, sun cream and the need to drink more fluids during their time in the sun.
· Shade will be provided where possible to ensure children are able to still go out in hot weather, cool down or escape the sun should they wish or need to.
· Sun creams can be supplied by parent with their child’s name clearly marked on the tube or container.  We will provide sun cream but this will be one make for all 50 SPF factor. 
· If child has any allergy parents must ensure they have provided appropriate sun cream for the staff to re-apply throughout the day. 
No hand washing or gloves are needed to apply sunscreen if the child has no broken skin. No data is available on the risk of spreading skin infections by application of sunscreen to healthy skin. Only apply sunscreen to intact skin.  
We would only use gloves if needed and are careful about washing hands if child is sensitive or has an allergy etc. If we find a child has broken skin for any reason, staff may opt to wear gloves and apply sun cream and cotton pad to dab onto the skin and protect child.  
After applying sun cream staff would also encourage children to rub the cream into their own arms etc. with supervision. this is a life skill that should be encouraged. 
Staff will use a wipe ort towel between application of each child. 
We follow the policy of no suncream-no outside play
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