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Outdoor Play Policy

Outdoor Play
Aims
At Greengairs Nursery Class we aim to provide children with opportunities for daily outdoor play that promotes the development of confidence, co-ordination, well-being and strength.

Objectives
· To provide a safe and supportive outdoor environment within the nursery garden and the wooded area adjacent to the nursery to encourage children to participate in physical activities providing adventure, personal challenge and enjoyment. 
· To promote social skills such as sharing, turn taking, decision – making, cooperation with others, negotiation and fairness.
· To offer children outdoor play on a daily basis.
· To provide a balance programme of learning experiences. 

Nursery Policy for Implementation
The nursery within its overall planning will provide a planned programme of outdoor play experiences to support each child’s cognitive, emotional, physical and social needs. 

Emphasis will be placed on using the outdoor environment as a valuable resource to stimulate and challenge the children as they play and learn. There will be opportunities for the children to enjoy fresh air and develop awareness of seasonal weather changes. 

The freedom and space of the outdoor nursery garden and wooded area developed for our children will afford opportunities for;
· Imaginative play
· Development of spatial awareness
· Building skills of control and co-ordination within gross and fine motor activities. 
· Becoming aware of personal safety and the safety of others.
· Learning to co-operate with others in active play, games and in social play. 
· Taking time to sit and observe others at play. 

*At all times staff will be considerate of The Care Inspectorate’s Position Statement on a Positive Approach to Risk in Play and will adopt a common sense approach.*

The nursery team will consider how best to encourage and support all children in gaining confidence and participating in outdoor play. Observations of children at play will be implemented to develop strategies for channelling the energies of more boisterous children. 

Staff will support outdoor play activities and experiences by listening to the children’s voice and following their lead and will facilitate the play with the appropriate resources to carry out their play and extend on their learning. 

Effective practice includes consideration of; 
· Safety and Security
· Range of experiences 
· Resources
· Storage
· Staffing
· Information to parents

Safety and Security
Our janitor assesses our playground daily during school terms and checks all risks within. This is and additional safeguard to ensure that our garden area is fit for purpose whenever children enter, We have found that this is an effective way of maintaining, monitoring and reporting any problems. 

A daily risk assessment of the outdoor area will be conducted before children go out to play. Our wooded area is also risk assessed by a member of staff on the morning of our visit to ensure it is safe for the children to access and explore. 
 (Appendix 1&2)
This will include checking for; 
· Damage to fence and gates
· Vandalism
· Hazards such as broken glass, discarded items
· Cracks, holes or other damage to play area surface
· Broken or raised drain covers
· Daily checking of any fixed equipment
Arrangements;
· Children will be offered the opportunity for outdoor play daily
· Weekly visits to the woods for children to explore their natural environment.
· Waterproof clothing is provided for each child by the nursery.

Safety procedures;
· Staff will always have a means of contact with the nursery
· On sunny days, sun hats are provided by the nursery for protection
· Parents are advised to apply sunscreen before the children attend the nursery or to apply when they arrive. 
· Parents sign a sunscreen permission when enrolling their child into nursery so that staff have permission to apply sunscreen if and when needed.

During outdoor play within the nursery garden and in the woods there will be opportunities for the children to experience a range of activities by providing resources to facilitate the children’s play these include;
· A place to plant and dig
· Planting seeds to observe them grow 
· Planting vegetables and fruit that we can eat for snack
· Investigation bags (binoculars, magnifying glasses, magnets)
· Feeding birds
· Observing birds, butterflies, bees and mini beasts
· Mud kitchen
· Water and water paining with rollers, paint brushes
· Chalking
· Large floor jigsaws
· Large construction
· Loose parts
· Den building kits
· Ropes
· Tarpaulin
· Mats and cushions 
· Quiet area to read 
· Snack area
· Skipping, running, throwing and catching games
· Role play
· Bikes and Scooters
· Exploring the natural environment 
· Being creative with natural resources
· Using imagination create role play scenarios
· Experiencing and utilising the school grounds – all weather pitch, playground to ride bikes.
· Small and large parachute
· Provision of shade (hut)
· Wooden table and chairs
· Gardening equipment
· Sand and sand toys
· Water and water toys
· Hand washing

Staffing;
· Local Authority staff/child ratio (1:8) to be maintained outdoors and indoors by all staff working within the nursery.
· Nursery staff to be clear about issues of safety and supervision.
· Students on nursery placement visits cannot be left in charge and must work under the direct supervision of a designated member of staff.
· Responsibility for carrying out the daily safety checks lies with the member of staff on outdoor duty that week. Children must not access the outdoor or wooded area until nursery staff have checked that it is hazard free.
· The nursery staff are responsible for setting out the portable equipment and ensuring that it is safely returned to the storage points at the end of the nursery day.
· A member of staff has recently completed Forest Kindergarten training and procedures are in place to make sure the children are safe and secure while in the woods.
· Staff provide resources in the woods so that the children can explore and learn within a natural environment. 

Information to parents;
· Parents are informed at enrolment that the children are outdoors daily and across all seasons of the year. 
· Co-operation is required to ensure that jackets, hats &footwear are weather appropriate
· Staff are not responsible for any clothing or footwear that gets damaged or dirty while at nursery.
· Outdoor information is shared at enrolment, in the nursery handbook, in the monthly newsletters and on all online communication platforms that we use.
Planning, recording and assessment;
· Curriculum planning takes place on a long-term and short-term basis.
· Weekly plans identify specific skills and personal goals we aim to deliver. The nursery staff follow the lead from the children’s voice and facilitate appropriate resources to support the child’s learning. 
· Photographic evidence will be kept showing the range of outdoor experiences that have been on offer on a daily basis to support the children’s learning, photographs are documented on Microsoft Teams for all parents to see and on each child’s individual learning journal. 
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