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Community Block Risk and Safety Policy
Community blocks are a well-used and enjoyable resource to support children to learn and develop.  They cover all aspects of the curriculum and can help to build confidence and establish new relationships. However, it is necessary to note they do come with certain risk, some are heavy, large and solid.  They can be transported around the room as children develop abstract thinking and imagination. Risky play is an element of all early year’s settings that staff must adhere to and trust children’s skills.                 
Using Community blocks in block play can be so rewarding, watching children through the 7 stages of learning. 
1. Carrying- Blocks are carried but not used for construction. 
2. Stacking- Blocks are placed in horizontal and vertical rows.
3. Bridging- Blocks are used to bridge the space between other blocks.
4. Enclosing- Blocks are used to enclose a space.
5. Patterning- Blocks are placed in patterns or symmetrically when building.
6. Complex structures- Block structures may be named, with names that relate to their function.
7. Complex structures- Blocks building often reproduces actual structures or experiences. Dramatic play and naming can occur as an advanced plan. 
Block play promotes creativity in children but needs the support and guidance of confident staff.  This does not mean interfering with children’s work or imagination but sympathetically discussing safety or risk through discussions. 
Although there are no hard and fast rules around using blocks common sense is required.  There are some general rules staff should consider with children. 
Procedure: 
1. Children should be informed of risk through discussions.
2. Children should be encouraged to tidy up blocks after use.
3. Children should be introduced to the blocks.
4. Staff should support children to wear footwear in the event of any minor accidents. 
5. Staff should appreciate children in the block area until children become used to them.
6. Staff should observe children in play and interact only when necessary. 
7. Staff should familiarise themselves with training links provided.
Training: Being me from Education Scotland by Catriona Gill 
1. https://youtu.be/_1FfDBGZu9s
2. https://youtu.be/BVnWfZF4OTo
3. https://youtu.be/YH60ZZkQ61s
4. https://youtu.be/DbpNlb45Bg0
Accidents: 
· If a child has an accident with one of the community blocks a member of staff should follow correct first aid guidance if necessary. 
· Any serious accident should be logged onto the child’s leaning journal and parent contacted if the child’s head is hurt. 
· If staff observe children being too risky, they should observe the play first and only intervene if essential, where staff believe the children may cause an accident to themselves of other children.
· Staff should be mindful what’s next or beside the community blocks, can the blocks cause an accident to the children enjoying another experience.  
· Staff should check and maintain the blocks periodically.  Any blocks used outdoors should always the put away at the end of the day to save the blocks weathering or becoming unsafe. 
· Children should be taught how to store the blocks correctly and always encouraged to tidy them after they have finished playing. 
Ultimately staff, children and students should appreciate the community blocks, understand the learning and embrace the enjoyment that children have using blocks.  Staff should recognise the dangers and support children to value the Knowledge and pleasure they bring to the curriculum and the playroom.   

Note: A large open area is always best for children to demonstrate what they can do using community blocks. 
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We welcome comments on this policy as we do on every aspect of the way we include parents/carers in our nursery provision. 
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