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Glencairn Primary School
 
Poverty Proofing Policy 
 
 Schools and Nurseries have a key role to play in tackling poverty and serving all learners equally is not enough – there needs to be a specific focus on those children and young people who are growing up in poverty.
Within Glencairn Primary School we believe that tackling disadvantage is at the heart of what we do. We endeavour to mitigate the impact of the inequality in health, well-being and learning outcomes being experienced by families within our establishment and the local community.

 
More than one in five (210,000) children across Scotland are officially recognised as living in poverty. In North Lanarkshire, it is estimated that 24.9% (17, 922) of children are in poverty.  Insufficient household income can mean that some children and young people don’t have the resources needed for school and can’t easily afford to take part in school activities which cost money. This can put them at risk of missing out on opportunities at school/nursery and feelings of being different, excluded and unhappy.  UNICEF estimates that 19% of British children live in food insecure households. This means that there are times when their household does not have enough money to buy enough food, or they cannot buy the full variety of foods needed for a healthy diet. 

Education structures, policies and practices affect children and young people from low income households and can present difficulties and financial barriers to participation throughout the school and nursery day. Understanding more about this from children’s perspectives can support Education and families, schools and family learning centres to poverty-proof their policies and practices so that conditions are right for all children and young people to learn and to achieve. 
 
This policy details our plan to poverty proof our school.  

Our policy covers four over-arching themes: 

1. School Poverty: this section of the policy focuses on tackling poverty via a review of the ‘Cost of the School Day’ and the continued focus on tackling period poverty. 
 
2. Food Poverty: this section of the policy links to North Lanarkshire’s ‘Children’s Right to Food Charter’ and focuses on our role in the continued development of Club 365 and increasing the uptake of free school meal and breakfast club provision.  
 
 
3. Maximising Income: this section of our policy focuses on maximising income via Financial Education and Welfare Advice for children and their families in partnership with North Lanarkshire’s Financial Inclusion Team.  
 
4. Fuel and Material Poverty: this section of our policy focuses on consideration of the impacts of these types of poverty and actions which must be taken. 
 
 
 
Section 1 
 
School Poverty 
 
Theme 1- School Uniform  
 
· We have a recognised school badge and school uniform to purchase if parents wish. These can be purchased online at www.miyoschoolwear.com. This company was carefully chosen to keep costs as low as possible to offer families the best value for money.  
· All children are welcomed to school irrespective of their attire.  
· Although uniforms are not compulsory, we do encourage parents to try to dress their children in school clothing. We advise parents that local supermarkets offer good value for money if they are unable or do not want to access uniforms from set suppliers. 
· We have a bank of spare clothes to change the children into if they are required to be changed and parents can keep these if they wish.  
· We have our own bank of school clothing to support families with low income to be able to access clothing. 
· At points of school transition/end of school session we will ensure families are aware of the clothing grants available and how to access this support.  

Theme 2- Equipment and Resources  
 
· We have identified families who would benefit from the NLC rollout of digital devices and these families are now benefitting from this service.  WE will continue to promote this to families over the next phases of the rollout.
· There is no requirement for families to purchase any school resources for them to use in school. During lockdown home learning packs were provided as well as digital devices for families requiring these. 
 
Theme 3- School and Nursery Trips  
 
· When we plan for an outing we will always ensure affordability for all and ensure where possible the school will cover the costs. 
· Where possible we invite companies in for all children to enjoy such as zoo-lab and theatres companies, this keeps costs down and ensures all children can participate.  
· If an amount is needed to be paid for a trip plenty of time will be given for payment. 
· Consideration will always be made to families with more than one child to ensure it is affordable for all ensuring equity for families. 
· We are building relationships with local organisations that can support families if there is a need. 
· We can refer families to the Financial Inclusion Team where a family requires the support. 

  
Theme 4- Charity, Fundraising Activities, School Shows and Themed Days  
 
· When planning events we consider the range of ways that families can contribute to support events and value all contributions equally as an alternative to bringing contributions from home.   
· We are aware that some families will be accessing charitable funds and foodbanks. 
· We will ensure that we have a bank of costumes/clothes for e.g Halloween so that no child is left out from events or celebrations to and to ensure celebrations are accessible to all children. We do not encourage children to dress up for world book day and instead they are welcome to bring their favourite book. We also have books available to take home.  
 
 
Theme 5- Homework and Out of School/Nursery Hours Learning  
 
· Any ideas or activities parent and families are encouraged to carry out at home will be of little cost to families as we will either provide the resources or use every day home resources.  


Theme 6- Period Poverty  
 
· We currently access Period Poverty resources from North Lanarkshire Council to ensure all families and staff do not have to experience being unable to purchase resources due to poverty.  
 


Section 2 
 
Food Poverty 
 
· We offer a breakfast club for all children at the start of each day.  If a child is hungry when they come to school they are offered food as soon as staff are made aware.    
· All children in P.1-3 are offered free school meals. We provide information to families of how to apply for free school meals if they are eligible.   
· We ensure that the information regarding the Financial Inclusion Team is known to our parents.   
· If we are aware of a family who is experiencing food poverty, we ensure they are referred to the Financial Inclusion Team.  
· We ensure we always display local community information on our noticeboard to allow families to access group discreetly if they need to.  
 






Section 3 
 
Maximising Income 
 
In Glencairn Primary School we offer Financial Education for families in the following ways: 
· Parents and carers can be referred to the Financial Inclusion Team who can offer a confidential benefit check, all aspects of family household income, as well as any budgeting and debt advice required.  
 
· For families living in poverty, we will offer support in partnership with the Financial Inclusion Team, Employability Resources, CLD and, where appropriate, Health and Social Work for advice and support. 
 

Section 4 
 
Fuel and Material Poverty 
 
In Glencairn Primary School, we will make a referral to the Financial Inclusion Team if we think a family is experiencing fuel and/ or material poverty. 
 
To make a referral to the Financial Inclusion Team we will follow this process: 
 
Email: FIT@northlan.gov.uk 
Alternatively, if a parent or carer wishes to self-refer they can call 01698 332551 
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When making the referral please provide the following details: 
· Parent/Carers name: 
· Address 
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