GLENBOIG PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MEETING – Monday, 20 March 2017
Present:
Ainslie McShane


- Chairperson

Sally McCutcheon


- Vice-Chairperson

Kirsteen McDonald


- Treasurer
Lesley Britton



- Parent Member

Claire Kilfedder



- Parent Member

Dave Slater



- Co-opted Member
Helen McLaughlin


- Staff Member
Cat Calvert



- Adviser to Parent Council
Angela Lyttle



- Visitor
Welcome:  Ainslie McShane welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Apologies: Julie Taylor, Jonathan Godfrey, Donna Swanson and Teresa Aitken.
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Not accepted by Helen McLaughlin (Staff Member not at previous meeting).
Helen disagreed with the following underscored clause from previous minutes: 

Christmas Show – Kirsteen said the show was phenomenal although parents were queuing round the outside of the school because they were told the doors were not opening until 6.45pm. Disabled people were taken down to the hall but certain teachers were not happy at Parent Council members letting them in. Kirsteen and Julie were on the door and were also trying to sell raffle tickets.
Helen said teachers were concerned that this courtesy was only extended to visitors with a visible disability and not to all disabled persons that day.

This was discussed and it was suggested letter or ticket should state wheelchair access has early entry.
Matters Arising: Kirsteen McDonald said the Coalfield money can be used for OSMO and a good camera. Parent Council will transfer money to school fund.

Sally McCutcheon said ‘Carol Singing’ at Tesco – Coatbridge was booked for Friday, 15 December from 10.00am until 2.00pm. Neighbourhood House bus was booked for the whole day. A room will be provided for children and helpers to eat their packed lunches. Buckets can be borrowed from Neighbourhood House.
Correspondence: None
Head Teacher Report:
First Minister’s Reading Challenge – This was a success. Book Club asked to represent at National Showcase Event.

OSMO – Some pupils from P.5/6 had the opportunity to visit the Apple Store in Glasgow. We have purchased OSMO with the help of Parent Council contribution and have started using it in school.

Visitors in school – 
Education Scotland & Chef from Brakes – working with P.2, P.3, P.5/6 and P.7.
Community Police – Internet Safety.
School of Rugby – pupils from Coatbridge High School.
Professional Photographer – working with Camera Club.
Warburtons – P.1 and P.4.

Visits out of school – P.7 pupils visited a working farm linked to their topic ‘Our Crops Our Land’ 
Reading Quiz – P.6 and P.7
Choral Project – P.7 participated in a Choral Project in Motherwell Concert Hall. They performed the song they had written ‘The People Love the Planet’ and ‘When Will I See You Again’. They were fantastic and were congratulated by North Lanarkshire’s Assistant Chief Executive Isabelle Boyd
Community Work – P.4 have been working in the community with Jonathan Godfrey linked to their topic.
Forest School – On two occasions P.5/6 pupils accompanied the nursery children when they visited the forest adjacent to the school and participated in their forest school programme. It also gave the nursery children a chance to meet their ‘buddies’ for next year.
Tall Ship & Riverside Museum – P.1 pupils visited both of these as part of their topic ‘Transport and Travel’.

Fairtrade Fortnight – this was very successful. Well done to Miss Lawson, Miss Scott and the committees.

Pupil Equity Fund – has been discussed at the staff meeting. Areas to work on have been identified by staff. HT asked Parent Council for their input. Parent forum will be consulted at Parents’ Consultation Evening. 
Parent Consultations – These will be held on Thursday, 23 March 2017. 
Staff Report:
Helen McLaughlin reported on after school clubs:

P.4 – P.7 
Fitness Club
P.1

Playground Leaders

P.5 – P.7
Reading Club

P.3 – P.4
First Minister’s Challenge

P.7

Friendship Club

P.4 – P.7
Lego Club

Teachers organise these clubs voluntarily. Helen said as a small staff only the upper school were able to have after school clubs but there will be other clubs after the Easter break.

Teachers are interrupted during their preparation time before 9.00am and also at 3.00pm. Parents can make an appointment if they want to speak to a teacher. H.T. said she would sometimes be available at these times if it is something urgent.

Reading books are consistently not brought back to school. Parents should check schoolbags and at home for any ‘lost’ books as it costs the school to replace them.

P.E. kits should be brought to school on gym days or left in school. Indoor shoes should be regularly checked as some are needing to be replaced.

Treasurers Report: None
Parent Report: 
Car Park - Angela Lyttle said parking in the school car park was terrible. This has come up at nearly every meeting. Police have already monitored the situation. Parents have been advised to use the Chapel car park when dropping or collecting children from school.
New School – Dave Slater asked if there was any update on a new school. Cat said there was no update at present. Claire Kilfedder said the Banks Group have pulled out. More houses will be built in the area.
Co-opted Report: 
Dave Slater said he would be visiting P.4 with Jonathan Godfrey tomorrow (Tuesday).

Easter Service – Friday, 31 March at 10.00am in school.

Summer Service – Wednesday, 28 June in Glenboig Parish Church.

Dave will meet with Cat to discuss dates leading up to summer.
Other services in Church – 
Sunday, 26/3/17 – Mothering Sunday

Sunday, 9/4/17 – Palm Sunday

Good Friday, 14/4/17 – Walk from St. Barbara’s to Gartcosh

Good Friday Service – Gartcosh Church

Easter Sunday, 16/4/17 Glenboig Parish Church at 8.00pm 
A.O.C.B: 
Ainslie asked if the night of the meeting should be changed from a Monday to another night. It was thought that a Monday night was the most suitable.
A LET and Jim (janitor) have been booked for an Easter Disco on Thursday, 27/4/17. This has been offered to O.L.S.J’s as Parent Council are not having an Easter Disco.

Cat said the North Lanarkshire Council Learning Festival have workshops and seminars for parents on 4th and 5th May this year. 

Date of next meeting:  Monday, 8 May, 2017 at 6.45pm. 
