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Next Steps – Beyond S4?

Deeper Learning

Further/Higher Learning

Work Place Learning

Build on knowledge and 
qualifications across variety 

of areas

Build knowledge in specific 
fields of study

Develop skills & qualities for 
work

S5/6 Curricular Pathway

College/University

Volunteering/Training/
Apprenticeships



The challenge of 
choice
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What is the pathway?
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What does the data 
tell us?
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SENIOR PHASE LEARNING

• 2 YEAR COURSE OFFERING

• BE AMBITIOUS - EXPECTED PROGRESSION IN LEARNING FROM 
SUBJECTS STUDIED IN S4/S5

• WORKING TOWARDS INTENDED CAREER PATHWAY

• MAXIMISE NUMBER OF QUALIFICATIONS GAINED
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New courses: Level 6
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LEARNING PATHWAYS

National 5 Higher Advanced Higher

National 5

Higher
Advanced 

Higher

Level 6 Course Higher
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SCHOOL BASED OFFERS

• ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR LEVEL 6/HIGHER/ADV HIGHER/LEVEL 7 
ARE A PASS (A-C) IN THE SUBJECT

• PUPILS WITHOUT ENTRY REQUIREMENTS MUST SPEAK TO PRINCIPAL 
TEACHER OF SUBJECT AND PRESENT WRITTEN APPROVAL TO 
PRINCIPAL TEACHER OF PUPIL SUPPORT TO CONFIRM COURSE 
SELECTION
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VOCATIONAL/COLLEGE BASED OFFERS

• PUPILS SELECTING LEVEL 4/5 COURSES DO NOT NEED PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE IN THE 
SUBJECT

• PUPILS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MANAGING THEIR TIME, INCLUDING TRAVEL 
ARRANGEMENTS 

• PUPILS SELECTING AN  HNC/FOUNDATION APPRENTICESHIP MUST MEET THE COLLEGE 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS OR WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED ONTO COURSES

• FA/HNC COURSES REQUIRE FULL COMMITMENT, INCLUDING ALL DAY ON A FRIDAY AND 
ATTENDANCE AT PLACEMENT/WORK PLACE – COURSES CAN RUN THROUGH STUDY 
LEAVE ALSO

• FA/HNC COURSES REQUIRE 100% PASS RATE IN ALL UNITS IN ORDER TO GAIN OVERALL 
PASS

• HNC WORKLOAD IS HEAVY! THIS MUST BE BALANCED WITH SCHOOL BASED COURSES
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PUPIL JOURNEY’S

S6 Pupil – Studying HNC Social Services:

‘College is really good at preparing you for University and getting yourself out of the structure of 
High School. You’re put in the position of having to make new friends which is good practice for 
when you leave school. College is more laid-back than school and you are trusted to manage your 
own work and assignments.’

‘Travelling to and from College can be challenging. Taxi’s don’t always turn up on time which can be 
stressful, especially at the beginning. Some courses need you to travel every day while others can be 
once per week. Placements can be scheduled whenever suits the workplace so you have to be 
adaptable. Sometimes this is an earlier start than school or a later finish time. 

‘I feel more prepared for leaving school and the experience has really helped build my confidence.’
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S4 INTO S5

• ALL PUPILS RETURNING FOR S5 MUST CHOOSE 5 SUBJECTS; 1 FROM EACH 
COLUMN

• PUPILS CAN SELECT A MAXIMUM OF 1 COLLEGE BASED LEARNING COURSE

• SUBJECTS SELECTED SHOULD BE A PROGRESSION FROM S4 IN ORDER TO 
MAXIMISE ACHIEVEMENT

• SUBJECTS SELECTED SHOULD DEMONSTRATE PROGRESSION IN LEARNING 
(E.G N5 – HIGHER/LEVEL 6)
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S5 INTO S6

• PUPILS SHOULD CONTINUE TO MAXIMISE AND BUILD ON THEIR 
ACHIEVEMENTS IN S6

• ALMOST ALL PUPILS MUST SELECT 5 SUBJECTS – ONE OF THESE CAN BE A 
WIDER ACHIEVEMENT SUBJECT

• PUPILS STUDING ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CAN SELECT A MAXIMUM OF 1 
STUDY COLUMN TO SUPPORT THE DEMAND OF LEARNING:
• FOUNDATION APPRENTICESHIP (FA)
• HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE (HNC)
• 2 X ADVANCED HIGHERS
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NEXT STEPS

• PUPILS WILL BE ISSUED WITH THEIR OPTIONS FORM DURING PSHE 
NEXT WEEK

• PTPS WILL WORK WITH PUPILS OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS TO 
IDENTIFY POTENTIAL CAREER PATHWAYS AND SUBSEQUENT COURSE 
CHOICE SELECTION

• SDS STAFF WILL SUPPORT PUPILS WITH DROP IN SESSIONS AND 1:1 
APPOINTMENTS TO HELP MAKE DECISIONS AROUND CAREER 
PATHWAYS

• FAMILIES SUPPORT YOUNG PEOPLE TO MAKE BEST CHOICES TO 
ACHIEVE BASED ON OFFER
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NEXT STEPS

• S4 COURSING DAY – 21ST FEBRUARY

• S5 COURSING DAY – 28TH FEBRUARY

• FINAL DECISIONS ON FEASIBLE COURSES BY SLT & COMMUNICATED 
TO STAFF AND YOUNG PEOPLE – MARCH 2025

• CONSORTIUM MEETING TO DECIDE ON WIDER OFFER ACROSS 
SCHOOLS – 1ST WEEK IN MARCH 2025

• RE-COURSING CONVERSATIONS WITH PUPILS – MARCH 2025
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FINAL THOUGHTS
We will do everything possible to try and meet the needs of learners, 

however, this will be dependent on staffing and viability of courses.

There may be an opportunity to attend other local courses to satisfy 

your curriculum needs (TBC March 2025)

If there is a clash of subjects in one column, refer to the information 

provided by Pupil Support, remember it is a 2 year offer.
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