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Personal / Reflective [image: image1.wmf]Essays
To What Extent Does my Room Reflect my Character? 
WALT

· Describe our bedrooms to bring them to life for our audience and to show how they reflect our characters. (My audience is my peer group, teacher and…?)

· Use language and style appropriately 
WILF

· Use an INTERESTING HOOK

· Set scene well

· Plenty of adjectives (max of two for each noun is the golden rule)

· Use of figures of speech such as: similes, metaphors, alliteration, onomatopoeia, hyperbole for comedy, personification
· Use of the five senses

· Clever use of appropriate verbs

· Variety of sentence structure

· Your personality shines through your writing

· You can describe how your room and the objects in it reflect your personality

· Punctuation, capital letters, paragraphs, spelling etc., all checked and used correctly

1. Begin with a brainstorm for the description of the size, shape and colour of your room.
2. You could use a mind map to do this if you prefer.

3. What do you like best about it? What colours are in it?

4. Which of your possessions are the most treasured? Why? Do they tell us something about you?
5. Is it tidy? What kind of objects are lying around?

6. What triggers memories for you in your room?

7. Think about what it means to you. Privacy? A safe haven? A place where you can be alone with your thoughts? An escape route? A quiet or a rowdy place? A place where you can confide your secrets to friends? A place where you feel you belong? A place to adore and dream about someone? All of these?
8. What do you use it for apart from sleeping?

9. Any other ideas?

THINK!! Before you begin writing consider the above as well as the following points and make sure you include them in your final piece of writing.
· Is it huge and spacious or wee and cosy? 
· What shape is it?

· Include adjectives (2) and other figures of speech in your plan. Discuss your ideas with the teacher and / or your group. Use a thesaurus to help you to vary your vocabulary and verbs.

So, it could go something like this:

SIZE and SHAPE 
My room is a sprawling, massive room (like an indoor ranch) (my very own penthouse) (the size of a golf course!) (Hampden has nothing on me!). It sits in the upper west wing of our house and is situated directly above the kitchen. Needless to say, I find it very hard to diet as a result of this. It is as long as an Olympic swimming pool and as wide as a barn… 
Alternatively..,

A mouse’s nest is about the most accurate way to describe my little room. Sometimes I feel like one of the Borrowers when I step into it. It is shaped like a shoe box and sits at the end of the hall like a cosy secret.

· Does its size and shape suit your personality? For example if you are a loud and generous person you probably enjoy a lot of space and freedom and feel you need this to accommodate your personality as well as all of your most treasured possessions. Or if you are quiet and timid or shy and private by nature you will probably enjoy a secure and cosy little space where you feel safe and cocooned from the big, bad world.
It could go something like this:
Its size suits my personality because I am loud, generous and very messy! I need all that space to sprawl and stretch, to play CDs as loud as a fog horn, to blast the paper from next door’s sitting room when I’m in the mood. I also need space to shout at the top of my lungs when I feel angry or frustrated. Singing is a favourite pastime of mine and where better to warble and screech than in my lovely, big bedroom? As a music lover I enjoy stretching out on top of the bed and plugging the ear phones in to do irreparable damage to my eardrums. Full blast is not loud enough for me; I like to hear my brain fry with all those sound waves and my eyes rattle in my skull from the beat of the drums! My room suddenly transforms itself into a sound studio when I’m in the mood for rock n’ roll.
· What colour is it? Remember to use adjectives / similes. Why did you pick the colour? Does it suit your character? Why?

This section could go something like this:

     Bright orange, pretty pinks and deep, brown chocolates are the colours I love most so these are the ones I chose for my room. The wallpaper is a soft, fruity orange complemented by a warm brown carpet the colour of liquid chocolate. 
      Like little butterflies, pretty pink lampshades are dotted around the walls.
      Orange is a bright, independent colour which suits my strong character and sense of individuality. It reminds me of things such as sunsets and hot days so I find it a great colour for creating cheerfulness in my room. I can be bold and outspoken so its strong tones really suit my personality. 
     Since I am a lover of chocolate, the carpet means I never feel too far away from my favourite confection while the little lamps are like sweeties or butterflies flitting across the walls.
Alternatively….

      Deep, clear greens, brilliant, shining whites and liquid gold are my favourite colours so, naturally, I have them paraded round the walls wherever I can squeeze them in. 
     Celtic is my reason for living and I love the beating of my heart as I gaze upon the proudest colours in the universe. Green is a true and honest shade and for me, it reflects the colour of the magic turf at Celtic Park. I can almost smell the fresh grass and see the white clouds high in the sky when I look at the huge flag with its bold stripes covering the wall to the left of my bed. It suits my character because…
      OR…

   Red, white and blue are the truest colours on earth for me; they are the colours of strength, determination and courage.
· What kind of furniture do you have in your room? Pick your favourite piece and say why it is your favourite. [image: image2.wmf]
 For example, 

     The softest, fattest, most comfortable bed in the world is my favourite piece of furniture. I sink into it every night and it feels like floating on cotton wool clouds when I shut my eyes after a hard day at school. The duvet is made of soft duck down and goose feather pillows are what I rest my head on. In it I feel warm and safe as a bear in winter.
· Is your room tidy? Describe the objects that would be lying around.

For example,

    Mess is my middle name so scattered across the floor are sundry books and socks, tee-shirts and trousers abandoned like old rubbish on a tip. The word “shipwreck” springs to mind when thinking of the objects strewn around as, on a bad day, yesterday’s breakfast may be seen poking out from beneath a magazine. Sticky toffee melts quietly on my bedside table and the pong of mouldering, long-forgotten cheese sandwiches escapes occasionally from the bottom of a discarded lunch box hiding from my mum under the bed. 

· Do you have anything from your childhood? Why is it important to you?  What triggers memories for you? Give an account of its history.

For example,

· An old, battered teddy squints out at guests from his one remaining eye. Every time I look at him he reminds me of…
· A bronze trophy, won for… stands proudly on the dresser and tells everyone about a special day when…

· Hanging on the wall is a… I cannot look at it without remembering a sunny day in August when…
· Tucked away in my jewellery box / treasure box is… It was given to me by… and when I look at it, it reminds me of…
This treasured possession tells everyone I am…
· How much time do you spend in your room? What kinds of things do you enjoy doing the most in it? Look back at suggestions from the brainstorming session. Is it a safe haven etc.?
· What could a stranger tell about you from your room?

Finish this section with a bit of insight. For example, start with this sentence:
     A stranger walking into my room would be hit by… 
(Don’t just say the smell!!! – though that’s important too - try to think about what your room says about you as a person.)

Continue with:

     When he / she noticed the pictures on the dresser / the posters round the walls / the tea cosy on the donkey / the “See You Jimmy” hat, it would tell them that I am proud to be…because …
       I love my family / pets / granny / budgie / football / sports / music / life / sweets / TV / etc. and this is obvious since…
       The colours tell the world that I am…

       For me life would be meaningless without…
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