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Curriculum Rationale Policy
Our Curriculum Rationale Policy and procedures are informed by national guidance, including Curriculum for Excellence, Realising the Ambition, GIRFEC, Education Scotland Quality Frameworks, and the UNCRC, ensuring that children’s rights to participation, dignity, learning, and wellbeing are upheld.
Statement of Purpose
We recognise that early childhood is a vital period in which children develop the foundations for lifelong learning, wellbeing, and citizenship. Our curriculum provides a broad and balanced education (BGE) aligned with national expectations and designed to meet the needs of our local community.
We believe that children are active participants in their own learning. Embedding children’s rights ensures that they have a voice in their experiences, feel respected and valued, and develop confidence, independence, and a strong sense of identity.
This policy sets out the principles, aims, and procedures that guide curriculum design and delivery within our setting.
Throughout this guidance, the term parents includes all main caregivers.
1. Responsibilities
1.1 Practitioners
Staff must ensure that children experience a curriculum that is nurturing, inclusive, and responsive to their developmental needs. Practitioners must:
· Respect children’s rights to participate, express views, and influence their learning
· Provide high‑quality interactions that extend thinking, curiosity, and creativity
· Observe, assess, and plan responsively based on children’s interests and developmental stages
· Create environments that promote independence, exploration, and challenge
· Work in partnership with families and external agencies to support holistic development
Practitioners must be familiar with Curriculum for Excellence, Realising the Ambition, GIRFEC, and UNCRC principles.
1.2 Leadership
An appointed member of the leadership team will oversee curriculum implementation, ensuring:
· Consistency with national guidance
· High‑quality learning environments
· Effective assessment and tracking systems
· Ongoing professional learning for staff
1.3 Duty of Care
All staff have a responsibility to uphold children’s rights, wellbeing, and safety while delivering the curriculum.
2. Curriculum Environment and Design
2.1 Environment
Learning environments will be:
· Safe, nurturing, and inclusive
· Rich in opportunities for exploration, creativity, and problem‑solving
· Designed to promote independence and choice
· Reflective of diversity, culture, and children’s lived experiences
· Equipped to support both indoor and outdoor learning
Outdoor learning is a key component of our curriculum, supporting physical health, curiosity, and connection with nature.
2.2 Curriculum Design Principles
Our curriculum is designed to ensure:
· Play‑based learning – exploration, imagination, and hands‑on experiences
· Child‑centred planning – responsive to interests and developmental stages
· Breadth and balance – a mix of child‑led and adult‑supported learning
· Progression – experiences build naturally over time
· Relevance – learning connects to real‑life contexts
· Depth – opportunities to revisit, explore, and deepen understanding
· Coherence – interdisciplinary learning and meaningful links across experiences
3. Learning Through Play
Play is central to our curriculum. Through play, children:
· Develop problem‑solving and critical‑thinking skills
· Build relationships and social understanding
· Express creativity, curiosity, and imagination
· Explore language, communication, and early literacy
· Develop physical skills, coordination, and confidence
We provide opportunities for:
· Role play and storytelling in communication‑friendly spaces
· Construction, numeracy, and problem‑solving
· Outdoor exploration and risk‑taking
· Creative arts and sensory experiences
· STEAM learning and investigation
· Cultural learning and community connections
· Relationship‑building and social development
4. Supporting Individual Needs
We recognise that every child is unique. Our curriculum:
· Is inclusive and accessible to all learners
· Adapts to different learning styles, needs, and developmental stages
· Provides targeted support where required
· Works in partnership with families and external agencies
· Promotes wellbeing, resilience, and emotional security
Children’s voices, interests, and experiences shape the curriculum.
5. Assessment and Tracking
Assessment is ongoing, meaningful, and supports learning. Staff will:
· Observe children during play and daily routines
· Record progress in a SMART, manageable, and purposeful way
· Use assessment to inform planning and next steps
· Share progress regularly with parents through multiple platforms
· Ensure assessment is holistic, strengths‑based, and rights‑respecting
6. Partnership Working
We value strong partnerships with families and the wider community. We will:
· Share information about children’s learning and development
· Encourage parental involvement in nursery life
· Respect parents as children’s first educators
· Work collaboratively with professional partners to support holistic development
7. Monitoring and Evaluation
We are committed to continuous improvement. Our curriculum is:
· Regularly reviewed through evidence‑informed self‑evaluation
· Informed by children’s experiences, voices, and outcomes
· Aligned with Education Scotland and Care Inspectorate guidance
· Moderated with partners to ensure consistency and quality
Guidance Standards and Quality Frameworks
Health and Social Care Standards
1.0 – I experience high‑quality care and support that is right for me 1.19 – My care and support meets my needs and is right for me 1.30 – I am supported to participate fully and actively in my community 2.27 – I am supported to understand and express my rights
Curriculum for Excellence
· Four Capacities: Successful Learners, Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens, Effective Contributors
· Principles of Curriculum Design
Realising the Ambition: Being Me
· Child development
· High‑quality interactions
· Learning through play
GIRFEC
· SHANARRI wellbeing indicators
· Child‑centred planning
UNCRC Articles
Article 3 – Adults must do what is best for me Article 12 – I have the right to be listened to and taken seriously Article 13 – I have the right to find out and share information Article 28 – I have the right to an education Article 29 – Education must develop my personality, talents, and abilities Article 31 – I have the right to play and rest
Summary Statement
Our centre’s curriculum is intentionally designed to reflect how children learn best—through play, relationships, wellbeing, and high‑quality interactions. We provide a nurturing, inclusive environment where every child is supported to thrive, develop confidence, and reach their full potential.
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