
• producing analytical drawings and related 

investigative studies in response to stimuli 

• using visual elements expressively, showing a 

clear understanding of the subject matter 

• producing focused investigative visual and 

market research for a design activity 

• skills in using a range of art and design 

materials, techniques and/or technology 

creatively 

• developing and refining a variety of creative 

ideas for art and design work in 2D and/or 3D 

formats 

• describing how artists and designers use 

materials, techniques and/or technology in their 

work 

• analysing the impact of social, cultural and other 

influences on artists’ and designers’ work and 

practice 

• using problem-solving, planning and self-

evaluation skills within the creative process 

Skills, knowledge and understanding for the course 

Component 1: question paper (NAT 5) =  50 marks (1 hour 30)

question paper (HIGHER)  = 60 marks (2 hours)

20% of mark    

Component 2: expressive portfolio = 100 marks

40% of mark 

Component 3: design portfolio = 100 marks

40% of mark

National 5

&

Higher



The Marking Instructions for each portfolio contain three 

sections:

Section 1 – Process (40 marks)

Section 2 – Skills (50 marks)

Section 3 – Evaluation (10 marks)

Process

produce relevant 2D/3D analytical drawings, studies 

and investigative research appropriate to the selected 

theme/stimulus (10 marks)

demonstrate a single line of development showing 

visual continuity and the refinement of one idea leading 

to the realisation of a Final Piece 

(30 marks)

Skills

use a selection of materials, techniques and/or 

technology for creative effect in response to the 

theme/stimulus

(25 marks)

use appropriate visual elements and expressive effects 

creatively (for example: composition; lighting; viewpoint; 

mood and atmosphere) in response to the 

theme/stimulus

(25 marks)

Evaluation

give justified personal opinions on the decisions made 

when working through their portfolio and the 

effectiveness of the visual qualities of their portfolio, 

referring to their theme/stimulus

(10 marks)

Expressive folio component marks
(40% of total mark)



Example:
Expressive folio 



EXPRESSIVE
Still Life Folio



EXPRESSIVE
Portraiture
Folio



Process
produce and compile relevant 2D/3D investigative 

material and market research appropriate to the design 

brief/design area (10 marks)

demonstrate a single line of development showing 

visual continuity and the refinement of one idea leading 

to the realisation of a Design Solution

(30 marks)

Skills
use a selection of materials, techniques and/or 

technology for aesthetic and functional effect as 

appropriate to the design brief 

(25 marks)

demonstrate understanding of appropriate design 

elements (for example: aesthetics; style; layout; visual 

elements; function; safety; balance) in response to the 

design brief 

(25 marks)

Evaluation
give justified personal opinions on the decisions made 

when working through their portfolio and the 

effectiveness of the aesthetic and functional qualities 

of their portfolio, referring to their design brief 

requirements

(10 marks)

The Marking Instructions for each portfolio contain three 

sections:

Section 1 – Process (40 marks)

Section 2 – Skills (50 marks)

Section 3 – Evaluation (10 marks)

Design folio component marks
(40% of total mark)



Example 
Design folio 



DESIGN
Folio



DESIGN
Folio



Question paper 

Question 1 in BOTH exams is about the artist (H) or artists (N5) that you have learned about in 

class. 

National 5 Higher

Section 2: Expressive Art Studies 

This section has 25 marks (30 marks at Higher). It contains six extended-response questions: one 

mandatory and five optional. Candidates should answer the mandatory question and one (two at Higher) 

of the five optional questions. 

NAT 5:The question paper has 50 marks (20% of the total mark) and has two sections which are equally 

weighted. 

HIGHER: The question paper has 60 marks (20% of the total mark) and has two sections which are 

equally weighted. 



Question paper 

Section 1: Expressive Art Studies 

This section has 25 marks (30 marks at Higher). It contains six extended-response questions: one 

mandatory and five optional. Candidates should answer the mandatory question and one (two at Higher) 

of the five optional questions. 

Candidates then pick from a range of images and questions they have never seen before.

National 5 HigherAnswer ONE question. Answer TWO questions.



Question paper 

NAT 5:The question paper has 50 marks (20% of the total mark) and has two sections which are equally 

weighted. 

HIGHER: The question paper has 60 marks (20% of the total mark) and has two sections which are equally 

weighted. 

Section 2: Design Studies 

This section has 25 marks (30 marks at Higher). It contains six extended-response questions: one 

mandatory and five optional. Candidates should answer the mandatory question and one (two at Higher) 

of the five optional questions. 

Question 7 in BOTH exams is about the designer(H) or designers (N5) that you have learned about 

in class. 

HigherNational 5



Question paper 

Candidates then pick from a range of images and questions they have never seen before.

National 5 HigherAnswer ONE question. Answer TWO questions.

Section 2: Design Studies 

This section has 25 marks (30 marks at Higher). It contains six extended-response questions: one 

mandatory and five optional. Candidates should answer the mandatory question and one (two at Higher) 

of the five optional questions. 


