Women and the Vote
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Collect a copy of
this image and write
a short paragraph
explaining how it
summarises the
perception of 19™
century women.
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opposite to
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history

(1867 to 1928 only)



Why Did Women Not Have the Vote by 1914° £7‘

e Male prejudice still existed despite the arguments put forward by women’s groups

e No political party totally supported women’s suffrage. Although the Labour Party
were in favour they wanted universal male suffrage first.

e DPolitical party leaders were not prepared to risk a split in their ranks over the issue
of women’s suffrage

e Prime Minister Asquith was opposed to women getting the vote despite other senior
fioures in the Liberal Party being more sympathetic (David Lloyd George, Winston
Churchill)

e Some Liberal MPs refused to support a Bill that gave only property owning women
the vote since they believed this would favour the Conservatives



Why Did Women Not Have the Vote by 1914° £7

Most Bills aimed at getting women the vote were Private Members Bills which had little
chance of success

The women’s movement was too middle class and failed to win the support of
sufficient numbers of working class women

The violent tactics of the Suffragettes lost support. The government would never be
seen to give in to violence because this would encourage other pressure groups to
adopt violence

The anti-sutfrage campaign used effective propaganda to persuade people that most
women did not want change and were happy as they were

The government had more pressing issues to deal with such as major difficulties in
Ireland, widespread violent industrial unrest and the impending reality of war breaking

out. Compared to these issues, women’s suffrage seemed less important.



Why Did Women Want the Vote? 4

The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Society put forward the

following arguments to convince the public of their right to vote

e [t is a basic fact of political liberty that those who obey the law
should have a say in who makes the law

e Parliament should reflect the wishes of the people. This cannot be
the case if the wishes of women are ignored.

e Most laws affect women as much as men and some affect women
more.



Why Did Women Want the Vote? 4

e | aws concerning women are passed without women being consulted.

e [aws affecting children should be looked at from a women’s point of
view as well as a man’s.

e Parliament is always debating issues that affect the home and women
play the most important role in the home

e Women have experience which should be brought to bear on
domestic legislation.

e Depriving women of the right to vote devalued society itself.
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The next four slides detail the key factual
information about each of the four
factors — as you copy™ the information
try to analyse each fact in terms of how
it helped women gain the vote

*obviously do not copy information you already have
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Industrial revolution — brought full time employment for women which
created opportunities for organisation

Women better educated — 1870s universal education, university acceptance,

Emily Davies ‘ ‘
Law — improvements to legal status - 1873 Infant Custody Act, 1882 Women’s 47104 Kt AN (o

Property Act, 1894 Local Government Act (stand for local election) 4 WX 4t

Second class citizen image fading — jobs, office workers, teaching, nursing, . , | . .: | ] ' TU G‘VE
men more accepting of women in the ‘male” wotld &

Female suffrage inevitable? Women more involved in public spheres of life
(town councils, joining political parties), 1910 Committee

Progress — other countries gave women vote New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, & " ' R‘GHT VUTE

Canada (‘mother of democracy’)

Female attitudes — women want the vote, reasons for vote

Liberal fear of losing working class vote to Labour

However as almost 1/3 of men could still not vote by 1918 perhaps society - it i ‘N ‘893
was not ready to accept female suffrage until all men had the vote
NevZedandwmmmd\mgformffrage

CHANGING SOCIETY




Acrostic Crazy!

Get your creative juices flowing by making an acrostic statement for each of the following headings ( I have
generously completed one for you) — SUFFRAGIST or SUFFRAGETTE, SOCIETY and GREAT WAR =

Status of women in legal terms improved through changes in the law such as
Married Women’s Property Act
Other countries (New Zealand, Canada) had given women the vote
pressurising the ‘Mother of Democracy’ tag
Changing attitudes were eroding male prejudices
Inevitable aspect of female suffrage following participation in local politics
Education, such as university acceptance, changed perception of women
Teaching, otfice jobs, nursing were opening up to women helping them lose
the second class citizen image
Yes I couldn’t think of a Y’ but I’'ve got my Higher History*

*(albeit a C)
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LISTEN

Read the following quotations from historians and complete these tasks

to help your understanding:

* Read the quote!

* Decide which of the four factors the quote is referring to

* Copy the quote onto that page of your summary notes

* In your own words write down what you think the historian 1s saying

* After you have copied the quote put in brackets whether you think
the quote will help you with factual information, analysis or analysis

plus




Martin Pugh

“Suffragists would probably have done
better to have common cause with all
unenfranchised men and women fron:
the start and thereby they might have
exctended their appeal.”



Arthur Marwick




Midge MacKenzie

“Prior to 1914 it was the militant vanguard,
the WS PU, that revitalised the question of
votes for women with its tactics of political
confrontations and the immense publicity that
ensued’.



Martin Pugh




Martin Pugh

“Careful study tends to show
how little change resulted from
the war, not how miuch’.



Angela Holdsworth




Winston Churchill




John Ray _

“Women proved by their work that they
deserved the vote equally with men. | hus
their war efforts succeeded where the
Suffragette campaion had failed.”



Queen Victoria




Timed Essay Question

Although the Suffragettes gained more news
headlines, the Suffragists actually contributed
most to women gaining the vote.

How accurate is this statement?



