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Wednesday 17th August 2016
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Dear Parent/Guardian,

Welcome back after the summer break.  I hope you enjoyed your holiday and are ready for the busy session ahead.  I would like to welcome all our new children and those returning for their pre-school year at Clarkston Primary Nursery. We have lots of exciting activities and learning experiences planned for this year that we are sure our children will enjoy them. I would also like to take this opportunity to remind parents/carers of our ‘open door’ policy. If you have any questions or concerns please speak to a member of staff or contact Mrs Kane (DHT) at the school office.
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We say farewell to Mrs Johnstone and Miss Ross and wish them good luck in their new jobs. We would also like to welcome two new staff members to our nursery this year, Mr McGonigle and Ms Airlie. Ms Airlie will be covering Mrs Thomson’s group (Lovely Ladybirds) until she returns to work during Term 1. 
Outdoor Play
[image: image5.wmf]Outdoor play is essential in helping your child develop their skills and it is important all children are appropriately dressed to enable them to go outdoors each day.  Our weather is not always kind and I ask you ensure your child comes to nursery each day with a warm jacket and wellington boots.  The weather provides fantastic outdoor play learning opportunities for all and children will play outdoors daily except in extreme weather conditions.  Waterproof outer clothing is provided by Clarkston Nursery Class on wet days.  However, it is important children wear hats, scarves, gloves and warm layers during the coming Autumn and Winter months.  These should be stored in the bags provided at the coat peg area for your child to change into when required.

Care Inspectorate
[image: image6.wmf]Our nursery recently received a visit from the Care Inspectorate in late June 2016. We had a very successful visit and received the grade ‘very good’ for all areas inspected – ‘Quality of care and support’, ‘Quality of environment’, ‘Quality of staffing’ and ‘Quality of management and leadership’. Our Care Inspection report is displayed in the nursery foyer for anyone who would like to read it or you can also read it online at www.careinspectorate.com
Learning Experiences
[image: image7.wmf]Over the next few weeks will be planning for a range of learning opportunities to further your child’s learning and development throughout the year.  Ideas from you and your child to assist with this would be greatly appreciated.  Please ask your child what themes/topics/areas of interest they wish to experience (e.g. dinosaurs, space, weather…) and complete and return the attached ideas slip by Friday 26th August.  Suggestions from parents/guardians too would be very useful!  

If you have any other comments/suggestions about how we can continue to improve our nursery then please also write them on the attached sheet below. All ideas are greatly appreciated.  
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Sun Protection
Although the weather hasn’t been great over the holidays we would ask that if there are sunny days over the next few weeks please ensure your child is protected by applying sun cream on their face, neck, arms and legs prior to their nursery attendance.  I would also advise all children wear a sun hat (and sunglasses) to keep them safe. 
Outdoor Messy Kitchen

[image: image9.wmf]As you may have noticed we are in the process of developing our outdoor area. As part of our outdoor area we would like to create a ‘Messy Kitchen’ where children can play, explore and investigate different materials. Therefore we would like to ask if any parents/carers have old pots/pans or other kitchen items you think could be useful, we would greatly appreciate any items that could be donated. Please speak to a member of staff if you have any questions.
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Entrance/Exit System
For the purpose of safety for all children please ensure adults only operate the nursery secure entry and exit system.  Please remember to press the exit button prior to opening the nursery door when leaving the building.  Nursery staff will provide access using the door entry system at 8.40am and 12.50pm.
Plimsolls and Clothing
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It would be very helpful if all plimsolls and items of clothing are labelled with your child’s name. This helps ensure lost property is returned to its rightful owner.  For outdoor play, it would be beneficial for children to wear plimsolls rather than slippers in the nursery.  
Non-Attendance Policy
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It is Clarkston Nursery Class policy to make parents/guardians aware of the nursery’s non-attendance policy.  I have attached a copy of the policy for you to read and would be very grateful if you would complete and return your acknowledgement to the nursery by Friday 26th August.
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Parent Helpers
To help us organise and distribute the Family Fun Bags and Book Bags each week we are looking for any parents/carers who would be available in the morning or afternoon to help us with this. We would appreciate any help you may be able to offer.

Dates for Diary – Holidays & In-service Days
August 2016
In-service day: Monday 15 August 2016
In-service day: Tuesday 16 August 2016                                            Pupils return to school: Wednesday 17 August 2016
September 2016
Friday 23 September 2016 and Monday 26 September 2016
October 2016
Monday 17 October 2016 to Friday 21 October 2016
November 2016
In-service day:  Monday 21 November 2016
December 2016 
Monday 26 December 2016 to Friday 6 January 2017 (inclusive)

February 2017
Monday 13 February and Tuesday 14 February 2017
In-service day: Wednesday 15 February 2017
April 2017
Monday 3 April to Monday 17 April 2017 (inclusive – Good Friday 14 April & Easter Monday 17 April)

May 2017
Monday 1 May 2017
In-service day: Thursday 4 May 2017
Friday 26 May and Monday 29 May 2017
June 2017

School closes Wednesday 28 June 2017
Yours sincerely
Mrs C Kane
Depute Headteacher
Learning Experience Suggestions - August 2016
	Child learning suggestions:

	Parent/Guardian learning suggestions:

	Any other suggestions/comments:
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Signed:  








Date:  




Procedures and Guidelines for Non Attendance at Nursery
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Please find below an extract from North Lanarkshire Department of Learning and Leisure Early Years and Childcare which form our procedures in Clarkston Nursery Class:

Parents should notify the nursery as soon as possible on the first day of a child’s absence and should indicate, if possible, the expected length of absence.
If a child is absent from nursery for more than two days and the parent/guardian has not contacted the nursery, the nursery should telephone on the third day and enquire as to the reason for the child’s absence.  If direct contact cannot be made the Nursery will try emergency contact numbers supplied by the parent/guardian at registration.

At this stage if contact cannot be made by telephone a letter should be sent by the fifth day.

If a reply to the letter is not received by the tenth day of absence a further letter should be sent by recorded delivery (parents/guardians should be given five days to reply).

Should al attempts be fruitless a final letter should be sent on the twentieth day of absence and Health Visitor contacted.

Social services will be contacted immediately if a child is on the Child Protection Register.

These procedures are to protect children/parents/guardians and also by managing absence we can monitor allocation of places e.g. offer a place to someone who may not be using their session.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Please complete and return the attached slip below.
Child’s name:  








I/We have read the non attendance procedures and are aware of the nursery practice.

Signed:  






Date:  



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Parent Helpers

Child’s Name: ___________________________________________

Parent / Carer Name: _____________________________________

I would be available to help with the Family Fun Bags or Book Bags on a 


Morning




Afternoon



Both

My preferred day(s) would be a ___________________
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