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Section 1: Own Words

Remember that these questions are testing your understanding of what is being said in the passage AND have a varied enough vocabulary to convey the same meaning as the writer. It may sound awkward but that’s okay!
Suggested Approach
1. Locate information in text
2. Highlight/underline key words/phrases
3. Change key words/phrases into your own words


Worked Example

The urge to write may also be the fear of death – particularly with autobiography – the need to leave messages for those who come after, saying, ‘I was here; I saw it too’.   Then there are the other uses of autobiography, some more utilitarian than others – exposure,confession, revenge.  In writing my first volume of autobiography ‘Cider with Rosie’, I was moved by several of these needs, but the chief one was celebration: to praise the life I’d had and so preserve it.
In your own words, what three main reasons does Laurie Lee give for writing autobiography in lines 1 – 6?		(3)
Right away you should be able to identify that the three reasons are:
· “the need to leave messages for…” = To record history or personal experience in some way.
· “exposure, confession, revenge.” = settle old scores or to tell secrets
· “…chief one was celebration: to praise the life I’d had…” = tell everyone about the joyfulness of his life, and/or to 
remind himself about it. 

In this answer, if you chose to translate ‘exposure’, ‘confession’ and ‘revenge’ you would only get one mark.  Technically you 
are right – these are three reasons for writing autobiography but there are two clues in the question which show you that this 
is not the whole answer.  

The first clue is ‘three main reasons’ and the second is ‘in lines 1-6’.  Firstly, this tells you that you are looking for the three reasons that are most important to the author making the last reason – ‘the chief one’ – one of the three you should focus on.  Secondly, when the question asks you to look at lines 1-6 you should make sure that you look at the whole of that section.  If the answer the examiner was looking for was only taken from the one line, then you would only be asked to concentrate on that one line, not all six!

Own Words Examples
1. The boy’s behaviour was clearly effusive. Like a volcano he bubbled and finally exploded in a torrent of expletives. There was no sign of remorse as his tantrum seemed to climax. By this time he had gone too far and a Depute had to be called in order to save the victims from his tirade.
In your own words, what was the boy’s attitude, and how was this demonstrated? (2)
2. The government must crack down on reckless motorists by encouraging the spread of roadside cameras, boosting the number of traffic police and ensuring speed limits are enforced more strictly, a report from MPs urged yesterday. 
In your own words, what three things must police do in order to crack down on reckless motorists? (2)
3. Is your journey really necessary? Who would have thought that, in the absence of world war and in the midst of unprecedented prosperity, politicians would be telling us not to travel? Just as working people have begun to enjoy the freedoms that the better-off have known for generations—the experience of other cultures, other cuisines, other climates—they are threatened with having those liberating possibilities priced out of their reach.
In your own words, give two reasons why the writer finds it surprising that politicians are “telling us not to travel”. (2)

4. It is increasingly clear that the Internet is going to be a transformative moment in human history as significant as the printing press.  A decade after Johannes Gutenberg invented it, even the most astute watchers could have only begun to squint at the changes the printing press would spur.  In time, it made popular nationalism possible, because linguistic communities could communicate with each other independently, in one language, and form a sense of community.  It dissolved the medieval stranglehold of information held by churches and Kings, making it possible for individuals to read the Bible for themselves – and to reject violently the readings used by authority to strengthen its rule.  Communications technologies rewire our brains; they make us into a different species.
In what two ways, according to the writer, was the invention of printing “a transformative moment in human history”? Answer in your own words.  (2)

5. The internet search engine Google, with whom I spend more time than with my loved ones, is planning to put the contents of the world’s greatest university libraries online, including the Bodleian in Oxford and those of Harvard and Sanford in America.  Part of me is ecstatic at the thought of all that information at my fingertips; another part of me is nostalgic because I think physical libraries, book lined and cathedral-quiet, are a cherished part of civilisation we lose at our cultural peril.
What two contrasting emotions does the writer have about the plan to put the great university libraries online?  Use your own words in your answer.  (2)
OWN WORDS QUESTIONS TOTAL: 10 MARKS

Section 2: Summarising QuestionsThese types of questions are testing that you have understood KEY ideas throughout the passage.
Even if the question doesn’t state you have to answer in your own words, it is good practice to do so anyway.



Suggested Approach
1. Look at number of marks available
2. Highlight appropriate parts of text
3. Simplify language






Summarising Questions
1. It may well be that public demand and technical change mean we no longer need the dense neighbourhood network of local libraries of yore. But our culture, local and universal, does demand strategically situated libraries where one can find the material that is too expensive for the ordinary person to buy, or too complex to find online. Such facilities are worth funding publicly because the return in informed citizenship and civic pride is far in excess of the money spent.
Libraries also have that undervalued resource—the trained librarian. The ultimate Achilles’ heel of the internet is that it presents every page of information as being equally valid, which is of course nonsense. The internet is cluttered with false information, or just plain junk. The library, with its collection honed and developed by experts, is a guarantee of the quality and veracity of the information contained therein, something that Google can never provide.
In your own words, as far as possible, give four reasons the writer presents in lines 35-46 in favour of maintaining traditional public libraries.(4)
2. Fred “The Shred” Goodwin and Jade Goody may have come from very different backgrounds, but they have more in common than the passing similarity of their surnames.  Both creatures of the zeitgeist, the Paisley-grammar-schoolboy-turned-banker and the Essex-chav-turned-reality-TV-princess knew how to play a world which turned on greed and fame to their advantage, and made bucketloads of filthy lucre as a result.  Focused and ambitious, they seemed untroubled by the distress of those on whose backs they trod as they clambered to the top.  Both ruthless; both self-obsessed; both fallible.  Yet Jade was mourned as a national treasure and lauded by everyone from the Prime Minister to the Archbishop of Canterbury, while the smashing of windows at Sir Fred’s £2m Edinburgh mansions as part of a hate campaign by a group called Bank Bosses are Criminals was greeted with unconcealed glee.
Summarise three key similarities and one key difference the writer points out between these two people. (4)
3. New technology has made is simple to record on camera almost any trivial event.  And it’s the work of a mouse-click to distribute those images to all and sundry.  Yet just because something is technically possible doesn’t automatically make it desirable.  I wonder if it is starting to impair the transient joy and spontaneity of daily life.  This ubiquitous, almost obligatory obsession with capturing even the most private thing in life for posterity is starting to rob us of our ability to savour the moment.  And if we don’t fully savour the moment as it happens, we may miss its significance, pungency and richness.   That makes the process of recalling it later much harder.  Paradoxically, our click-click obsession with photographing everything may be sapping, rather than enhancing, our brain’s ability to revisit old events with pleasure or nostalgia.
“You had to be there” isn’t just a cliché.  It’s also good advice.  We should stop trying to freeze-frame treasurable moments for some tomorrow that may never come, or some absentee audience that probably isn’t interested anyway, and just enjoy them as they come and go.  God knows, they come and go quickly enough.
Summarise the key points in the writer’s argument against the practice of capturing everything on camera.  (4)
SUMMARISING QUESTIONS TOTAL: 12 MARKS
Section 3: Linking Questions
Linking questions are testing your understanding of the ideas of the passage as you must be able to summarise the ideas that have come before and follow the linking sentence you are directed to.
You should make sure you are familiar with connectives such as “but”, “yet”, “furthermore”, “in addition” etc...These words and phrases are used to signal changes or additions to an argument or topic and you should be using them in your own writing too. 




Suggested Approach
Step 1: Quote the part of the sentence which refers to the earlier topic and explain what that topic is.            (1 mark) 
Step 2:Quote the part of the sentence which looks forward to the next topic and explain what that topic is.      (1 mark) 
Possible answer structure:
The word(s) /phrase                     connect(s) to the previous paragraph which is about...
The word(s) /phrase                      introduce(s) the next paragraph which is about...








Worked Example
William Shakespeare is easily the best-known of our English writers. Virtually every man in the street can name some of his plays and his characters, and many people can also recite lines of his poetry by heart. 
However, despite our familiarity with his work, we know relatively little of the man himself. We do not know when or why he became an actor, we know nothing of his life in London, and almost nothing of his personal concerns.
Show how the third sentence acts as a link in the argument. (2)
ANSWER:
The phrase“our familiarity with his work” connects  to the previous paragraph which is about how widely known Shakespeare work is. (1)
The phrase “know relatively little of the man himself” introduces the next paragraph which is about the things that we don’t know about Shakespeare.  (1)










Linking Question Examples
Hurricanes are dangerous and deadly; no question about it. They rip up homes and destroy whole cities, uprooting
them from their core. There is nothing positive about them…but try telling that to the ‘hurricane chasers’.
These mental bunch actively pursue hurricanes, following them with their binoculars and brightly coloured anoraks, beaming as the natural disasters rip towns apart. 
How does the sentence beginning “There is nothing positive...” act as a link? (2)

When the sun sank down it was luxury to sit in the perfumed air and forget that there was any world but these enchanted islands.  It was such ecstasy to dream and dream  -till you got a bite.  A  scorpion bite. Then the first duty was to get up out of the grass and kill the scorpion; and the next to bathe the bitten place with alcohol, and the next to resolve to keep out of the grass in future.
How does the sentence underlined serve as a link at this point in the passage? (2)

My best friend is scared of stickers. Seriously, I’m not joking, it’s a genuine phobia. She says she doesn’t like the way that one side is shiny and the other is tacky…I don’t understand it, but stickers are certainly her kryptonite. Whilst some phobias are particularly niche and individual to certain people, others are more universally relatable like a fear of flying, spiders or heights. Everyone can understand a fear like this even if we don’t actually suffer from the phobia ourselves as they are rational things to be scared of. 
How does the sentence beginning “Whilst some phobias...” act as a link at this point in the text? (2)

I am a second-hand goods fanatic. Most of the things I own are sourced from thrift shops, charity stores, ‘vintage outlets’ or car boot sales. They stock everything – clothes, furniture, books – and all at knock-down prices. What is there not to like? Last week I found a Mulberry handbag for twenty quid! Twenty quid! You’d easily pay two hundred if it was new.
But not everyone is as enthusiastic about the wonder of ‘vintage’. Some people think it’s unhygienic or just plain old undesirable. They don’t want somebody else’s ‘cast offs’ and would prefer to buy new products, even although the prices are often ten times higher. 
How does the sentence underlined serve as a link at this point in the passage? (2)

 It’s summer vacation.  The kids have acres of time to fill. So, of course, they’re in the basement playing some video game that involves either weapons or skateboards.  Who can doubt that their minds are turning into chipped beef on toast as they sit in the dim light, their educations and social lives leaking away?  As a conscientious parent, I feel a gravitational pull to say these words: “Turn that off and read a book!” Or play piano, or run outside, or get in a street fight.  Anything but play more video games.

Except apparently that kind of thinking is all wrong.  It is about to become as dated as the four basic food groups, the philosophy of spare the rod and spoil the child, and asbestos as a safety feature.  Video games might be about the best thing your kids can do to ensure their future success.  Better, even, than reading.  Which feels a lot like the moment in Sleeper when Woody Allen finds out that in 2173, cream pies and hot fudge are health foods.
Referring to specific words and phrases, show how the sentence “Except that…all wrong” acts as a link between the two paragraphs. (2)

LINKING QUESTIONS TOTAL: 10 MARKS

Section 4: Word Choice
Remember Word Choice questions are testing your knowledge of language and your ability to offer (valid) comment on why the writer chose a particular word over another. 
When you are asked a word choice question you should write about the effects, or the connotations, of a word. These effects might include creating a picture/image in the mind of the reader, a feeling or to convey an idea. 
In Higher, you get no marks for identifying a technique or quoting it. You do get marks for the quality of your insight and description of the effects of a particular word. You should always be quoting a single word or a short phrase – never usually more than 4 words.
Suggested Approach
1. Name the literary technique.
2.  Quote it.
3.  Give connotations and write about
impression it creates in the context.


Worked Example
Public service broadcasting means a network that produces a range of well-made programmes, particularly in less popular genres, which are financed according to their intrinsic needs and not the size of the audience.  Chasing ratings is not what the BBC should be doing.  Yet the BBC schedules are stuffed with cheap, populist rubbish which can hardly be said to be needed since commercial producers make them with even greater enthusiasm and vulgarity.  Intoxicated with the popularity of such genres, BBC1 and BBC2 have allowed them to run rampant like some nasty kind of pondlife and crowd out other programmes.
Show how the writer’s word choice in this paragraph makes clear her disapproval of the type of programmes currently on the BBC schedules. (4)
(The 4 marks mean you will have to analyse 3 or 4 words quite well or 2 words very well to get full marks. Remember, you only get marks for explaining the effects of each word – not for quoting!)
	Quote
	Connotations + Impression in context

	“stuffed”
	Suggests the schedules are filled to overflowing and it is done in a careless, thoughtless way

	“cheap”
	Suggests not just inexpensive but low quality

	“populist”
	Suggests undiscriminating, appealing to the lowest common denominator

	“rubbish”
	Suggests totally valueless, no better than junk waste

	“pondlife”
	Suggests unpleasant, destructive, parasitical, lowest of the low

	“crowd out”
	Suggests aggressive, bullying, disregard for others










Word Choice Examples
1.The small, homely town which previously had nothing to upset its peace except worries about the weather or a little local gossip was swamped with new arrivals. They leered out of windows from the newly built saloons. Their aggressive angry voices could be heard late at night as they argued over their different claims and who owned what. They obnoxiously stood on the sidewalks of the town, chewing tobacco and spitting at the feet of its upright citizens.
How does the writer use word choice to convey an impression of the new arrivals to the town? (4)

2.When I was a teenager, I spent almost three years straight in psychiatric hospitals being treated for severe anorexia nervosa.  Unlike some newspaper columnists, I do not feel compelled to talk about my personal experiences with the mental health profession in every article I write.  In fact, I try to avoid talking about them altogether, mainly because I hope that I have something more to offer than my history. However, the nonsense that has been spouted of late in the media about eating disorders is too ubiquitous and too stupid, even by the low standards of the media’s usual coverage of the illness. And while I would never claim that my personal experience makes me an expert on the subject, maybe it gives me a different perspective than, say, a lazy news reporter churning out clichés  under a deadline or a columnist in search of easy outrage.
Show how the writer’s word choice in the second paragraph makes clear her contempt for sections of the media. (4)

3.In the last few years, most of us – even instinctive technophobes like me – have become practised in the dark art of surveillance. When I’m going to meet a stranger at dinner, I’ll routinely feed her name to Google and LexisNexis to find out who she is and what she’s been up to lately. If you know the person’s street address, you can spy on her house with Google Earth, and inspect the state of her roof and how she keeps her garden. A slight tilt of camera angle, and you’d be able to see into her sock drawer and monitor the bottles in her liquor cabinet. The seemingly bottomless capacity of the computer to store billions of unrelated bits of information, and the extraordinary facility of search engines to trawl through the stuff, have made this kind of warrantless intrusion into other people’s lives irresistible – to private individuals and to governments alike. We’re all dataminers now. Just 10 or 15 years ago, it would have taken days in libraries and record offices, along with the full-time services of a private detective, to get the kind of hard intelligence on my prospective dinner date that I can now retrieve in a few idle minutes; and if I can do that, I tremble to think of what governments, equipped with massive financial and technological resources, are capable of doing.
How does the author’s word choice make clear his disapproval of the use of surveillance? (4)
WORD CHOICE QUESTIONS TOTAL: 12 MARKS
Section 5: Imagery
You need to comfortable with identifying the following:
1. Simile: descriptionwhere one thing is compared to another using “like” or “as” to create an image e.g. “as fragile as a cockle shell”.
2. Metaphor: a stronger image is created by saying something is something else e.g. “The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas”
3. Personification: person-making – giving an animal, idea oar object, human feelings to enhance a motion, feeling or effect e.g. “Arise fair sun and kill the envious moon.”
4. Hyperbole: Exaggeration e.g. “When I saw him I nearly died of fright.”
5. Oxymoron: opposite words put together for effect e.g. “deafening silence”.
Suggested Approach
To gain full marks in Close Reading, when analysing an image, you must:
1) identify what is being compared to (the root image) 
2) what that suggests or makes you think of
3) relate your answer to the context of the passage.
Lots of candidates find the formula “Just as +quote+ what it suggests so too + relate to question very useful when answering imagery questions. 







Worked Example
“He fell 12 stories, hitting the pavement like a paper bag filled with vegetable soup.”
(A real-life example from a past candidate’s folio...)

How effective do you find this description of the falling man? (2A)
1)	Just as a paper bag filled with vegetable soup (= root image)
2)	would hit the ground with a tremendous splat, leaving a terrible mess behind with lots of bits around (=analysis), 
3)	so too would the man after falling 12 stories onto a pavement creating a visually disgusting but powerful image for the reader of his injuries. (= relate to the question)


.





Imagery Question Examples
1.It’s time for the 2011 census and I would urge everyone to fill the forms in  as best they can and understand that this is a really important exercise. The census is all about providing the state with key demographic data so that it can understand the nature of our communities much better than it does.  It is a snapshot of the UK on one particular day in one particular year – but the data gathered has profound ramifications for all communities and for some time to come.
Show how the writer’s use of imagery clarifies what he is saying about the census. (2)

2.Too many tourists are so wedded to their camera that they cease to respond directly to the places of beauty they visit.  They are content to take home a dozen rolls of exposed film instead, like a bank full of monopoly money.
Show how the metaphor highlights the writer’s disapproval of the tourists. (2)

3.So what are we to do, stranded in this no-man’s-land between an old civilisation that’s no longer sustainable either practically or morally, and a new one that we still resist because it seems somehow alien? Some bluster hopelessly about the need to return to the past. Other’s talk blithely as if there was no problem about abandoning the family as a useful transmitter of wisdom, and passing the whole job on to schools.
Show how the imagery in lines 47 – 49 (“So what…alien?”) conveys the writer’s view of the situation we find ourselves in. (2)

4.Yet at the heart of this even more draconian approach to immigration policy lie a number of misconceptions.  The UK is not a group of nations swamped by a tidal wave of immigration.  Relatively speaking, Europe contends with a trickle of refugees compared with countries who border areas of famine, desperate poverty, or violent political upheaval.  The countries of origin of the highest numbers coming here change from year to year, depending on the hotspots of global conflict.  
But whether they are transient or would-be settlers, they face an uphill battle trying to find legal employment.  People with real skills and talents to offer us find themselves in the black economy, or unemployed, because of a sluggish system of processing applicants, allied to regulations which preclude the legal marketplace.”
Discuss how effective you find the writer’s use of imagery in lines 27-37 in making her point clear.  You may refer in your answer to one or more examples. (4)

IMAGERY QUESTION TOTAL: 10 MARKS




Section 6: Sentence StructureThis is the WAY sentences are put together rather than the meaning of the words.              [image: ]
Look for lists, long sentences, short sentences, parenthesis (words in brackets or dashes), inversion or unusual word order, repetition, questions, climax, anti-climax, tenses, types of words (pronouns, verbs...), ellipsis  etc...  These are all made clear using punctuation. Punctuation is not there to give your English teacher a job; it is there to guide you on how to read something.  Compare the following:
1. A woman, without her man, is nothing.
2. A woman: without her, man is nothing.
Punctuation matters.










Suggested Approach
1. Identify feature of sentence structure used
2. Comment on the effect of it in the context of the passage


Worked Example
When you’re answering a Sentence Structure question, you have to identify the feature (for example, parenthesis, list, parallelism, punctuation marks) but you don’t get any marks for this alone.  The marks will come from how well you explain the effect the feature creates in the sentence or paragraph in which it appears.
What surprises me most is just how much we are deceiving ourselves.  For previous generations, alcohol was the most toxic substance around and they treated it with caution and respect.  Our society’s increased affluence and the supermarkets’ role in demystifying wine, have lulled us into believing that alcohol is a wholly benevolent product.  We are on the brink of conning ourselves that drinking very high quantities of alcohol on a very regular basis is not only normal but an essential part of staying young and sexy.
The normalisation of excessive drinking is everywhere.  Look at something as anodyne as messages on greeting cards.  Look at the effect Ibiza culture is having back home.  Look at the rise of the superpub.  Look at the number of new alcoholic products coming on to the market.  Look at the space and prominence supermarkets give to alcohol.  Look at television.
We won’t change the culture overnight, but we could start to change direction.  It’s not just about drinking less; it’s about thinking more.
Show how the writer’s sentence structure in the second and third paragraphs emphasises the points she is making.




	







Worked Example
Feature
Effect
Short simple sentence to open paragraph 2
Unambiguous statement of the situation acts as a clear introduction to the “evidence to follow”
Repeated use of “Look at…”
Suggest widespread availability of evidence, the problem is everywhere and overwhelming
Repeated use of the imperative
Suggest writer is urging reader to wake up, pay attention
Repetition/balance in “change…change”
Draws attention to the concession “We won’t …but we could”
Semicolon in last paragraph
Balances the tow ideas, emphasising there’s more to it than just reducing consumption
“drinking less… thinking more”
Parallel structure and use of rhyme and rhythm provides a final flourish, again emphasising there are two things to be done










Sentence Structure Examples 
1. Conventionally, after a huge police effort like this, the response is to sit back in one’s armchair happy in the knowledge that the streets have been cleared of an evil scourge that ruins lives.  Good has triumphed over evil.  Credits roll.
Except that real life doesn’t always work that way.  Drug raids, to put it bluntly, don’t tend to work in reality. They look good on telly.  They help senior police officers reach targets. They reassure the public.  They may stop a few clubbers enjoying ecstasy this coming weekend.  There the benefits end. Unless there is a massive input of drug rehabilitation resources to coincide with the raids (and there almost never is).  Without that, these police operations leave communities ultimately worse off. With more crime, more misery and more death.
Show how the writer’s sentence structure in both paragraphs adds impact to the points she is making. (2)

2.I recently read through the sections on reading in stages 1 to 3 of the national literacy strategy.  I was very struck by something about the verbs.  I wrote them all down.  They included “reinforce”, “predict”, “check”, “discuss”, “identify”, “categorise”, “evaluate”, “distinguish”, “summarise”, “infer”, “analyse”, “locate” …and so on: 71 different verbs for the activities that come under the heading of “reading”.  And the word “enjoy” didn’t appear once.
Show how the writer’s sentence structure adds impact to the point he is making. (2)

3.John Lennon was a man of peace who could be at war with himself.  He was a strong-willed man who became weak from abused substances.  He was a rich man who felt for the poor.  He made love to many women, but he loved only three.  His life was constantly reinvented, his genius sometimes sapped by his own demons.  In life, he was a creator and inventor.  In death, he became an icon.  He was a man who carried one single passport, but was always, without doubt, in life and death, a citizen of the world.
Show how the sentence structure of this paragraph conveys the writer’s personal opinion of John Lennon. (2)

4.Gold is not vital to human existence; it has, in fact, relatively few practical uses.  Yet its chief virtues – its unusual density and malleability along with its imperishable shine – have made it one of the world’s most coveted commodities, a transcendent symbol of beauty, wealth, and mortality.  From pharaohs (who insisted on being buried in what they called the “flesh of the gods”) to the forty-niners (whose mad rush for the mother lode built the American West) to the financiers (who, following Sir Isaac Newton’s advice, made it the bedrock of the global economy): nearly every society through the ages has invested gold with an almost mythological power.
Show how the writer’s sentence structure clarifies what he is saying about the attraction of gold.   Refer in detail to the final sentence and to at least one feature of sentence structure elsewhere in the paragraph. 2 marks

5.I have often wondered whether the world would have heard of him had he dug his heels in on the day of departure. Probably not. In 1960, in racist, reactionary, bigoted, small-town America, uppity young black men were lucky enough to get one break, let alone two. Destiny determined otherwise. A legend was in the making. What overwhelms you about this man from such a violent trade are the goodness, sincerity and generosity that have survived a lifetime of controversy, racial hatred, fundamental religious conversion, criminal financial exploitation, marital upheavals, revilement by many of his own nation, and, eventually, the collapse of his own body.
Show how the writer uses the sentence structure to enlist your sympathy for Mohammed Ali.  (2)

Sentence Structure Questions Total: 10 MARKS
Section 7: Tone QuestionsThe ‘tone’ of a piece of writing does not relate directly to the meaning, but rather to the way in which something is said.
It refers to a particular attitude or feeling conveyed by the writer.
Tone is created by a combination of techniques that you are already familiar with: word choice, sentence structure, imagery etc...
You should be comfortable identifying “tone markers” for certain tones. For example:
· Emotive word choice: often used to create persuasive tone
· Parenthesis: often used to create sarcastic tone
· Contrast: often used to create humour
· Exclamation marks: often used to create anger or outrage





Suggested Approach
1. Identify tone (unless given)
2. Identify/quote techniques used to create tone
3. Explain/analyse how these examples help to create tone

Worked Example
I am fed up listening to scaremongers talking about the E-coli virus, telling me my child should never visit a farm or come into contact with animals.  I am very weary of organisations that are dedicated to promulgating the idea that threats and dangers to children lurk everywhere.  I am sick of charities who on the one hand attack overprotective parents and at the same time say children should never be left unsupervised in public places.
Identify the tone of the paragraphs and explain how this tone is created (3).
ANSWER
1. Tone: Angry/hostile
2.  Techniques/Quotes: Repetition of “I am fed up...I am very weary...I am sick of...”
Word choice “scaremongers”; “lurk”
3. Analysis: The repetition builds up a picture of exaggerated reactions to the companies; she is not literally “sick” or “bored” but exaggerates to show how angry she is. The word choice of “scaremongering” shows the writer’s anger as it is clear they don’t like people spreading unfounded rumours and frightening people.









Tone Question Examples
1. At the same time the fetish with league tables has forced teachers to turn schools into fact-cramming, rote-learning factories in which narrowly focused lessons are reinforced by stacks of homework. Our education system is now as blinkered, as grindingly utilitarian, as in the era mocked by Dickens in Hard Times.  Is it any wonder that so may school-leavers have no pastimes except shopping, watching telly and binge-drinking?
Show how the writer’s angry tone is conveyed (2)

2. Hey there! The Prime Minister is using Twitter.  It’s true. You can, on the Downing Street website, read a blow-by-blow account of the Prime Minister’s day.  If that thought isn’t terrifying enough, dozens of other politicians have also signed up to the social networking site that lets users answer (in 140 letters or fewer) the question: “What are you doing now?”
Middle-aged MPs hope they will look youthful and “in touch” if they use the latest web tool.  But there is a slight Dad-on-the-dancefloor feel to some of their attempts.  The content is all too often less twitter than witter.  Is the reputation of politics really enhanced by the revelation that the Schools Minister, is “snowed under with paperwork” or that the Opposition housing spokesman is “contemplating taking my eldest son to play football in the rain” or that a nondescript MP “can’t find the TV remote control”?
Show how the writer creates a tone that makes fun of the idea of politicians using Twitter. (4)

3. If you want to promote health and fitness, you’re almost certainly better off channelling funds directly to those whom you’d like to see get off their backsides, rather than to those who are already hardly ever on them.  People say our Olympians inspire people to get out and do it themselves, but most sporting spectacles inspire people to do no more than order a pizza and slump in front of the telly.  To mix my metaphors, for the trickle-down effect argument to hold any water, you’d need some evidence that sporting performance at the elite level has some relation to wider sporting participation.  But evidence for this is thin on the ground.
Show how the writer’s dismissive tone about the claim is made clear. (4)

TONE QUESTIONS TOTAL: 10 MARKS

Section 8: Writer’s Language Questions
These questions ask about how the writer’s language creates a particular effect.  Here you are free to write about word choice, imagery, tone, sound, contrast and sentence structure.  The worked example answers are very long and try to cover everything you might come up with.  See how many of the suggested answers you can find.



Worked Example
But then entertainment is what zoos are all about.  The main thing that distinguishes them form the discredited circuses of yesteryear is their spurious educational credentials.  But what does a child really learn from watching a wretched polar bear sitting disconsolately on some concrete rock?  What ecological awareness is gleaned from the looking into an enclosure, watching a listless tiger pacing up and down with frustrated, stereotypic movements?  Don’t ask me.  I refused to take my children to a zoo because I find them so depressing.  But they went with school anyway, and found them…depressing. Show how the writer’s use of language makes clear her disapproval of zoos.  Refer in your answer to word choice and sentence structure.

Word Choice
Quote
Effect
“spurious” 
Suggests claims to educational value are bogus, misleading
“Wretched”
suggests animal is miserable, ill-treated, despairing
“Disconsolately”
Suggests animal is sad, without companionship













Worked Example continued...
Word Choice
Quote
Connotations/Effect
“Concrete rock”
suggests zoo environment is harsh, unnatural
“Listless”
suggest animal is lethargic, lacking spirit
“Frustrated”
suggests animal is irritated, suffering because of confined environment
“Stereotypic”
suggests animal is limited to the predictable, forced to conform
Sentence Structure
Quote
Effect
(rhetorical) questions
hectoring tone, demanding the answer “None” as if bullying the reader
“Don’t ask me”
blunt, dismissive short sentence as if not prepared to engage in debate
and found them…depressing”
deliberately delaying final word teases the reader before revealing the surprise
Repetition of “depressing”
to emphasise just how disheartening zoos are, not just to her, but to her children








	






Writer’s Language Questions
1. JK Rowling will never win the Nobel Prize for Literature. On any technical level, her writing is not brilliant.  But what use is brilliant writing if - the usual result – it isn’t read?  Fiction isn’t supposed to be grand opera.  It has only recently pretended to be art.
Dickens knew all about these things.  He offended his betters by making absurd amounts of money.  He flogged cheap editions on railway platforms.  They called him a hack, and denounced “Dickensian” as a marketing game.  He didn’t deny a word of it.  His only answer was that he was a writer, first and last: his job was to make people read.
Rowling’s glory is that she caused an epidemic of childhood reading in a digital world.
Show how the writer’s use of language highlights the points he is making in this extract.  Refer to at least one appropriate language feature in each paragraph. (4)
2. Behind most “academically outstanding” middle-class children, there are likely to be frazzled, micromanaging parents, working very hard to ensure their child gets ahead.  I know this, because I’ve been there and I know many who’ve been much further.  There is a dark, complicated dance that goes on behind closed doors between worried parent and exam-aged child: fretting, planning, chivvying, coaxing, bribing, begging, not to mention the threats and groundings when they don’t play ball.
For their sins, “maxi-strength” parents know this.  Get a glass of wine down them and the truth pours out.  Few of them would pretend that their little darlings did it all alone.  Or deny the power of the £50-per-A bribe (sorry, deal) they made with them at the last minute.  They know to what extent they’ve been the thrashing webbed feet beneath the gliding swan of their child’s academic success.
Show how the writer’s use of language conveys the extent to which middle-class parents are involved in their children’s academic success.  Refer to a range of appropriate language features in your answer. (4)
3. We think we can treat young people with contempt, demand respect when it has not been earned, consign them to a lifetime of poverty, disregard their need for education and nurture, cut their services first and hardest, and cast them on to the scrapheap of life in order to preserve our own cosy lifestyles.
Consequently, young people are rioting not just because they can, but because it is all they can do. Hope is an unfamiliar companion, the idea of generational justice is laughable and nihilism is the order of the day.  They have no fear because they have no future.
Show how the writer’s use of language in these paragraphs makes clear her sympathy with the young people she is describing.  Refer to sentence structure, word choice and imagery in your answer. (4)
WRITER’S LANGUAGE QUESTIONS TOTAL: 12 MARKS
National 5/ Higher Technique Word Bank/Glossary
	Word
	Meaning
	Example

	Alliteration
	A group of words which begin with the same letter
	Peter picked a peck of pickled peppers

	Ambiguous
	Having two meanings
	The cannibal liked children

	Anecdote
	A small personal story to illustrate a point
	

	Argument
	The meaning or main point the writer wants to get across
	

	Assonance
	A group of words which contain the same vowel
	The roar soared over to the shore

	Atmosphere
	The creation of mood
	Often through the senses: eg cold, damp

	Bias
	A writers prejudice for or against a topic or group
	

	Colloquial language
	Informal writing
	Eg calling a potato a ‘spud’

	Connotation
	The idea associated with a word
	Eg ‘ash’ and ‘dust’ have associations with death

	Dialogue
	Conversation between characters
	

	Effect
	The impression you get from a piece of writing
	

	Emotive language
	Words or phrases which arouse an emotional response
	Eg ‘the poor defenceless animals’

	Euphemism
	A gentler way of expressing something
	Eg ‘your dog has passed away …”

	Figurative language
	Where the meaning isn’t the same as the literal meaning – an alternative for metaphor
	It was raining cats and dogs

	Flashback
	A technique of structure where events move back to an earlier time
	

	Genre
	Type of literature
	Poetry, drama, science fiction etc…

	Hyperbole
	Exaggeration
	I’ve been told a million times to improve my writing

	Imagery / images
	Descriptive words which create a picture in your head
	The boy’s bedroom looked like a bombed out pigsty

	Inference
	A second level of meaning which is implied by the words but not stated 
	

	Inversion
	Word order which inverts the expected word order in a sentence placing emphasis on the word which is out of order.
	“Down she went”

	Irony
	Not what is intended happens – the opposite of what you mean or say
	

	Jargon
	Specialised language belonging to a group eg computer
	Byte, hard drive etc …

	Juxtaposition
	Placing one thing beside another in order to create an effect, for example contrast.
	

	Linear structure
	Events in a text take place in order of time
	

	Link
	A sentence (or sentences) that refers to both the ideas just discussed and introduces the ideas which coming next.
	

	Metaphor
	One thing is compared to another without using ‘like’ or ‘as’
	He’s a wizard at maths

	Minor sentence
	A sentence where the verb is omitted.
	“Yes, sir.”

	Mood
	The emotion being created in a piece of writing.
	Tense, cheerful …

	Onomatopoeia
	Words which copy the sound they describe
	Sizzle, crash …

	Oxymoron
	A figure of speech containing a contradiction
	“sweet sorrow”

	Paradox
	An apparent contradiction of ideas
	You must be cruel to be kind

	Parenthesis
	A word or phrase inserted into a sentence giving extra information
	

	First person narrative
	The story is told from the point of view of one character
	I

	Third person narrative
	The story is told by a narrator
	He, she …

	Persona
	A personality adopted by a writer, where the writer puts themselves in the shoes of another 
	

	Personification
	Objects are given human characteristics
	The engine coughed into life

	Propaganda
	Writing or broadcasting designed to persuade people to a point of view
	

	Prose
	Writing which is not in verse
	Novels, short stories

	Register
	A form of language using word choice associated with one group etc…
	Legal language, medical terminology

	Rhetorical question
	A question that does not expect an answer, or where the answer is already known
	“You don’t kick children, do you?”

	Rhyme
	Using pairs of words, usually at the end of lines, with the same sound
	

	Simile
	Two things are compared using ‘like’ or ‘as’
	His hands were as cold as ice

	Slang
	Colloquial expressions which would be unacceptable in formal language
	Eg ‘loads of stuff’ rather than ‘lots of things’

	Symbol
	A word which can stand for something else
	A flower can be a symbol of love

	Syntax
	The arrangement of words or phrases in a sentence
	

	Theme
	The main idea (central concern) of a text
	

	Tone
	The expression of the writer’s feelings or attitude towards his subject
	Informal, formal, humorous, sarcastic …
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