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Phased Return

Thank you as always for your ongoing support and patience.  On Tuesday 2nd March, Scottish Government 
confirmed a phased/blended return approach for all young people between 15th March – 1st April prior to the 
plan for all young people to return to school together again from Monday 19th April, following the Spring/Easter 
holidays. 

This booklet, outlines our rationale, plans, arrangements and expectations for this very complex phased return.

Rationale

The priority group for returning to school is for those who are in the senior phase of their learning (S4-S6) and 
therefore they will spend considerably more time in the school between the dates of 15th March and 1st April, 2021.

All other pupils in younger year groups (BGE, S1-S3) will return to school to re-connect as much as possible between 
15th March and 1st April.  S1 – S3 will be allocated one day per week (three days in total throughout this short phase, 
prior to the expected full return following the Spring/Easter holidays on Monday 19th April (to be confirmed by 
Scottish Government).

You will be aware that all young people in secondary school (S1-S6) must adhere to social distancing guidelines 
between 15th March and 1st April (2 metres in school/class and 1 metre on school transport/buses).   You will also be 
aware that we must continue to facilitate small groups of young people in addition to this, for example, those who’s 
parents are both key workers in line with Scottish Government criteria.  All young people in secondary school (S1-S6) 
must also wear face coverings at all times in the building (exemptions apply) , including when in class.  We ask all 
young people to come to school with their own, appropriate face covering and that they put in on prior to entering 
the building.

The complexities around the planning and facilitation of this for such a short time (and within such a short time 
frame) is vast, to say the least, as you will understand.  When young people are not in school learning, they will be 
supported in their learning at home as they have been during lockdown (digital/remote learning).  With most staff 
teaching classes in school most of the time again, we will continue to strive to do our best to offer as high quality 
online learning as we possibly can under the circumstances but please remain mindful of the ask of school staff 
following the ‘unexpected’ announcement from the First Minister last week.  This is certainly not our preferred 
approach nor is it the preferred approach of the vast majority of Scottish educationalists, however we will continue 
to do our very best for your sons/daughters, as always and we very much look forward to welcoming all young 
people back to school on Monday 19th April (tbc).

This booklet will set out days/dates and arrangements that are specific to the year group your child is in.  All young 
people will attend small classes (approximately 10 people) in almost all areas unless in large spaces/areas such as 
our Games Hall where we can increase that number in a safe way in line with 2 metre distancing.  We also must 
adhere to all updates, SG and NLC guidance/advice/expectations.

Pupils in S5/6 will attend 1 class/subject each day they are in and this provides for in-depth learning in each subject 
they are studying across 5 days between now and the end of term. Due to the fact that almost all pupils in S5/6 
study 5 chosen subjects, by the holidays, they will have experienced in-school learning again in each of their 5 
chosen classes/subject areas, however, it is unlikely that they will be with their normal class teachers.
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Phased Return

Reducing the Risk of Transmission

In addition to maintaining two metre distancing, to further keep us all safe, the mitigations and 
arrangements that were in place prior to lockdown will continue to be in place including the 
following:

• Designated entry/exit points – Main Entrance
• Hand sanitiser on entry/exit to building and each classroom
• Self-clean resources in rooms (disinfectant spray and wipes)
• Staggered interval/lunch/arrival/exit arrangements (tbc)
• Face-coverings (must be worn at all times in the building by all staff and all learners – exemptions 

apply)
• Well ventilated rooms – air change procedures during breaks (windows open/doors open as 

appropriate/relevant)
• All subject sub-group advice documentation (Education Scotland) being adhered to by staff 

ensuring safe practice and learning in each specific practical subject area

School Transport

Those who are entitled to school transport under normal circumstances will continue to access school 
transport as normal.  We will continue to update as/when/if required.

School Day

We ask that all young people do not arrive early, please aim to enter the building at 8.55am when the 
bell rings.  However, on entering the building, they will report directly to their class even if that is 
slightly before 8.55am.  Individual class teachers will be responsible for marking the register and 
liaising with the school office to record attendance.  Staggered arrangements will be in place for 
interval/lunchtime and to safely exit at the end of the day.

ALL LEARNERS MUST WEAR FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM EVEN THOSE WHO ARE IN AS 
CHILDREN OF KEY WORKERS.  If you have any queries/questions regarding school uniform, 
please contact your child’s Principal Teacher of Pupil Support in advance.

Further Arrangements

• Enter the building via the Main Entrance
• Report directly to class when you enter the building and try not to 

arrive early
• Interval & lunch - tables in Social Area and Games Hall are arranged at 2 

metres apart as much as possible
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Phased Return Arrangements & Timetable S5/6

The appendix on the next page(s) is our timetable arrangements indicating which days identified S5 
pupils are to attend school.

S5 days/dates to attend school are: 

Week 1 (beginning 15th March):

• Tuesday 16th March (8.55am – 3.45pm)
• Thursday 18th March (8.55am – 3.45pm)

Week 2 (beginning 22nd March):
• Tuesday 23rd March (8.55am – 3.45pm)
• Thursday 25th March (8.55am – 3.45pm)

Week 3 (beginning 29th March):
• Tuesday 30th March (8.55am – 3.45pm)

Please read through the relevant year group arrangements & timetable (appendices) with your 
son/daughter to ensure that you are fully planned regards when they are to be in school throughout 
this short phased return.  The TT sets out days to be in and subjects/classes to report to.  When 
arriving in subject areas, relevant staff and Principal Teachers will be there to assist and support pupils 
so that they get to their learning area as quickly and as safely as possible.  Staff are likely to 
communicate this directly via relevant Microsoft Teams in advance also.  

The structure of the Timetable is based on the columns that your child’s classes are in.  Appendix 2 is 
a list of all S5/6 pupils in alphabetical order indicating which class/subject they are in depending on 
the column.  Please find the relevant name in appendix 2 and match the relevant column to the 
relevant day/class.  Don’t worry too much about that though, we will be here to help pupils each day, 
as long as they know what days to attend school (see above).

As always, if you would like any further clarification then please contact us at the school office where 
we will be delighted to help.
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Appendix 1 

S5/6 Phased Return 

Arrangements/TT

Tuesday 16th March Column A Class Thursday 18th March Column C Class

Tuesday 23rd March Column B Class Thursday 25th March Column D Class
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S5/6 Phased Return 

Arrangements/TT

Tuesday 30th March Column E Class
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S5/6 Phased Return

Pupil List (Subjects by TT 

Column)
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