
 

                                                    
 

 

  

 

 

Battle of the Bands 2019 

We are the Champions!  For the third year in a row 

our school band Unfiltered (Lauren Bradley, Fraser 

Cummings, Mitchell Logan & Mark Boyce) won 

North Lanarkshire Council’s ‘Rockfest – Battle of 

the Bands’ held in the Motherwell Concert Hall in 

February.  The band faced stiff competition – 

representing schools from across the authority.  

The band were awarded a cheque for £500 and 

our drummer, Mark Boyce (S6) was voted by the 

panel as top performer on the night.  He received a 

cheque for £100.  In addition to this the North 

Lanarkshire Collective band who entertained us 

towards the end of the night featured no less than 

three CHS pupils, Fraser Cummings (S6), Ross 

McLean (S3), and Lauren Bradley (S4).  We are 

proud of each and every one of them – 

congratulations!  Well done also to all of our 

spectators, parents/families and supporters on the 

night who represented the school so well. 

 

 

 

 

            

                  

 

 

Drama Showcase 

A wide array of talent was showcased in our school 

during the evening of 6th March.  Pupils being 

presented in SQA Drama courses this session 

shared their talents with the school community.  

Not only did we have the opportunity to see 

talented young people and how prepared they are 

to do well in their course assessments but I am 

sure that we also saw a sign of things to come on 

stage and screen from some of our pupils in the 

future.  Many thanks to all who attended and 

supported the event and particular thanks to our 

Drama team, Mrs McTavish, Mrs Kay and Miss 

Brand for organising such a successful and 

entertaining event. 

Parent/Family Events 

A large number of events for parents/families have 
taken place successfully throughout this term.  As 
a school we understand the importance of strong 
partnerships with parents/families and we fully 
appreciate your attendance and support at these 
events.  This term the school has offered: 

 Parent Council Meetings 

 3 Parent Information Evenings (S2, S3 & 
S4&5 

 3 Parent Consultation Evenings (S1, S2 & 
S3) 

 3 Social Events including our Drama 
Showcase 

 
Out-with these events we are only a phone call 
away – in the first instance please contact your 
child’s Pupil Support teacher using the normal 
school contact number. 
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Ski Trip 

Our school ski trip took place in Passo Tonale, Italy 

in February.  Approximately forty pupils and four 

members of staff descended upon Hotel Dolomiti 

at the foot of the slopes for a week of winter 

sports fun. This was the biggest group who had 

travelled with us and as expected they were a 

credit to the school, with their behaviour and 

manners complimented by the hotel staff, and 

some shop keepers in the local town. The young 

people had an absolute ball and made some 

memories which we are sure will stay with them.  

 

Rights Respecting Schools 

In January 2019, CHS was awarded Bronze: Rights 

Committed status for the UNICEF Rights 

Respecting Schools award. This was following 

months of careful planning and implementation by 

various members of staff and pupils in our school. 

The Rights Respecting Schools award (RRSA) is all 

about making sure that young people know and 

understand their rights as global citizens and 

respect the rights of others. We want to ensure 

that all students at Chryston High School fully 

understand their own responsibilities in making 

sure that their own and other people’s rights are 

not abused or neglected.   

 

As part of achieving Bronze status, we conducted a 

whole school survey to gather opinions from 

students and staff about Chryston High School. The 

results were very positive, with 93% of pupils 

feeling safe in our school and 96% of pupils feeling 

that adults treat them with respect.  Additionally, 

100% of adults feel that they are treated with 

respect by pupils and 100% of staff enjoy working 

in the school! 

 

Our next step is achieving Silver status following an 

accreditation visit from UNICEF. Watch this space! 

 

 

    

    

 

Easter School 

S4, 5 & 6 recently heard about the arrangements 

for this session’s Easter School at an assembly.  

Letters and information can be found on the 

school website.  Easter School is running on the 

mornings of Monday 1st April – Friday 5th April 

offering a number of subjects and levels. 

 

CHS Girls Group 

This year has seen the start of the new S1 Girls’ 

Group. The group was launched in November and 

is attended by around 20 S1 girls. The girls meet 

every Wednesday after school to take part in fun 

and exciting activities. The activities range from 

hair and skin care to cooking and fitness. The girls 

have had great fun attending this group and have 

developed life skills, social skills, confidence and 

friendships. The girls are looking forward to the 

new term of the S1 Girls’ Group and they are keen 

to be S2 ambassadors for new S1 girls’ next 

session. 

 

 

Some quotes from the girls:  

 



 

                                                    
 

“Girls’ Group has made me more confident to 

express myself. I have also made lots of friends” 

 

“I am more confident to talk to people” 

 

“Girls’ Group was a great confidence booster” 

 

The girls are now working to make a display board 

to show the school community what they have 

been doing over the first year of the club. 

 

    

 

NLC Spring Concert 

As always, CHS was well represented at the annual 

North Lanarkshire Council Spring Concert held in 

the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall on the evening of 

Wednesday 27th March.  Well done everyone who 

performed on the night. 

 

School Ties Information 

It is that time of year to start considering new 

school ties for a number of year groups.   Our new 

school timetable will begin on Monday 13th May 

for new S2, S3 and S4 pupils.  I ask for your support 

in ensuring that pupils have the correct, year 

group specific tie – if you require further 

information then please contact our school office.  

New S5 and S6 pupils return following SQA leave 

on Monday 3rd June.  New S6 pupils will be 

presented with their new ties (as Prefects) by the 

HT – there is no charge for S6 pupils. 

 

School Meal Prices 

For the last 2 years NLC’s school meal price has 

been held at £2.05. In comparing prices across 

other local authorities based on 2018/19 figures 

North Lanarkshire Council were 6th cheapest for a 

secondary school 2 course lunch with drink. In 

increasing the school meal price NLC will still 

remain within the average price brackets. 

More information can be found on our School 

Meals Website as above.  You can contact us at 

FacilitySupportServs@northlan.gov.uk or 

telephone on 01236 856464. 

 

 

Senior Expressive Art Exhibition 
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Other News 

Science - British Science Week 
During British Science Week, S1 and 2 participated 

in various activities themed around the “Journeys “ 

 

Pupils designed faces based on DNA , board games 

on climate change, materials for Alien nappies and 

the favourite activity build a balloon car - which 

was very popular with the science staff, especially 

Mr Campbell and Mrs Hamilton. 

 

Science - Scottish Space School 2019 

Engineering and technology play a large part in all 

our lives and in the economy of Scotland.  

The Scottish Space School seeks to inspire the next 

generation to pursue engineering related courses 

of study, and consider careers in engineering and 

technology. 

The summer school programme is an opportunity 

for the pupils to participate in a number of 

engineering-based activities, all of which are aimed 

at increasing the awareness of engineering and the 

career opportunities available. 

 

For the second year in a row a S5 pupil from 

Chryston HS has been selected to attend Scottish 

Space School. A huge congratulations to Cameron 

Paton (S5) who has been selected from over 500 

applicants, to be one of the 100 pupils attending 

Strathclyde University later in the year. 

          

 

 

 

Social Subjects - S1 Geography Scotland 

Landmarks and Landscapes Challenge 

Below are some of the entries to our Scotland 

challenge from S1. Well done to all S1 pupils who 

have taken part, you 

are all fab! 

 

Art - Creatives of the Future… 

In the Art & Design department, we have had 

several successes recently with our seniors being 

accepted onto creative courses in a variety of 

destinations. 

Erin Barclay has been accepted to Glasgow School 

of Art to study Painting-and-Printmaking. An 

amazing achievement straight from secondary 

school. Tanya Belkaid has also been accepted to 

Glasgow School of Art to study Architecture. Again, 

an amazing achievement to be given a place 

straight from school. Another of our sixth years, 

Kesam Querishi has been given a place at the 

brilliant City of Glasgow College to study Art & 

Design.  Lauren Shaw is also heading to the City of 

Glasgow College to study animation. Another 

budding architect, Adam Burns, has achieved a 

conditional offer of a place at Napier University in 

Edinburgh as well as an apprenticeship. Last but not 

least, Emma Killen has been offered a place at 

Glasgow University to study History of Art.  

We are so proud of all our young people that come 

through our Art department for all their hard work 

both in and out of school and we wish them 

amazing success in whichever direction they take 

their creative skills.  

 

 



 

                                                    
 

 

Technical 

In line with the Glasgow Science Festival, we held 

our annual Creating Engineers Competition for our 

Cluster Primary Schools. On Friday 15th March, our 

youngest engineers from P5/6 attended Chryston 

High School to take part in our annual 'Creating 

Engineers Challenge'. Each team of two pupils had 

been given a Brief and detailed Specification to 

work to, with a strict deadline of 1 hour to 

complete their task. This year, our teams had to 

use K'Nex kits to construct a Go-Kart that adhered 

to the challenge guidelines. 

 

We had many students across P5-P6 attend as well 

as many of our excited S3 Design students in the 

role of competition judges. The judges were led 

and assisted by our K’Nex expert David McDove 

with his background in engineering.  

 

All teams made a tremendous effort and made 

many new friends across the 4 Primary schools 

through taking part and chatting at break! Our 

youngest students built confidence in their 

problem solving skills and pushed their teamwork 

and communication skills to the limit, in this non-

stop challenge! 

 

Our fabulous S3 Designers worked tirelessly 

throughout the morning of the competition, 

talking to each team and discussing how they 

could assist with challenging builds. Our judges, 

guided by our K’Nex expert, arrived at the scores 

for this year’s winners, two boys from Gartcosh 

Primary School with two boys from Auchinloch as 

runners up.  

 

A huge well done to everyone involved and we 

look forward to welcoming future entries as well 

as meeting them again through other transition 

work. 

 

   

 

Football 

On Tuesday 19th March our S1 boys football team 

travelled to Edinburgh for the Quarter Final of the 

Scottish Plate. The boys were drawing 4-4 at full 

time despite leading 4-1 with 10 minutes to go!  

 

The game went straight to penalties and we 

managed to win 3-2! - Chryston march on into the 

Semi Final which will be played at the ground of 

Airdire FC. 

 

We wish the boys and their coach Mr. Cookman all 

the very best and we hope to be able to take a 

strong support along with us.  The date of the 

match is yet to be confirmed. 

 

Upcoming Dates/Events 

 Spring holidays – Monday 1st April to 

Friday 12th April.  School opens again as 

normal on Monday 15th April at 8.55am 

 Easter Holiday Weekend (School Closed) – 

Friday 19th & Monday 22nd April.  School 

opens again as normal Tuesday 23rd April 

at 8.55am 

 SQA exams (including SQA Study Leave) 

begin Thursday 25th April 

 May holiday – Monday 6th  May 

 INSET Day 5 – Tuesday 7th May 

 New Timetable begins Monday 13th May 

(new S2, S3 and S4 only) 

 May Holiday Weekend – Friday 24th May 

& Monday 27th May. 

 Current S4 and S5 pupils return to begin 

S5 and S6 New Timetable on Monday 3rd 

June, S5 and S6 Conference Day. 

 

 

 



 

                                                    
 

 

SQA 

As a school, we wish all S4 – S6 pupils who will be 

engaging in SQA exams throughout May all the 

very best.  Be as prepared as you can and do your 

very best – good luck. 

Parent Reflection (Exams) 

A school Principal in Singapore recently wrote the 

following letter to parents/carers: 

Dear Parents, 

The exams of your children are to start soon.  I know you 

are all really anxious for your child to do well. 

But, please do remember, amongst the students who will 

be sitting for the exams, there is an artist who doesn’t 

need to understand Maths. 

There is an entrepreneur who doesn’t care about History 

or English Literature. 

There’s a sportsperson whose physical fitness is more 

important that Physics…like schooling. 

If your child does get top marks, that’s great!  But if 

he/she doesn’t, please don’t take away their self-

confidence and dignity from them. 

Tell them it’s OK, it’s just an exam!  They are cut out for 

much bigger things in life. 

 

 

Tell them, no matter what they score, you love them and 

will not judge them. 

Please do this, and when you do, watch your children 

conquer the world.  One exam or a low mark won’t take 

away their dreams and talent. 

And please, do not think that doctors and engineers are 

the only happy people in the world. 

With Warm Regards, 

The Principal 

 

 

 

 

Finally, on behalf of everyone at 

Chryston High School, we wish you 

an enjoyable Spring break. 


