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HIGHER Performance exam
Stay positive – 
you will do really well.

Be organised – 
have several copies of notes on paper and on 


computer.

Be prepared – 
come to supported study, Get friends & family & pets to listen to you again and again and again.

Use technology –   ask me to record your presentation on your phone and listen to Coffee Break French podcasts.

Be confident –       the more revision you do with basic phrases the more ready you will be to cope with the unexpected.

Key facts

· It is worth 30 out of 100 marks. You must prepare in advance! 
· Assessed by me (your teacher) and externally moderated by the SQA so we’ll need to record it.

· There are two parts that take place one after the other: a presentation (10 marks) then a conversation (15 marks).

· You are allowed notes which can include pictures. The notes should be a maximum of 40 words (5 bullet points of 8 words each).

· The presentation: 2 MINUTES long on a topic of your choice from the following: society, learning, employability, culture. 
· The conversation: 4-6 MINUTES long

· You will also be assessed on the natural aspect to your speech (5 marks) so you need to be able to think on your feet.
· During the conversation, you will have to answer some short unplanned questions. Plan these in advance and practise them!

· Be ready to lead the conversation to another area where you are confident. I will follow you!

Techniques to stall and make yourself sound French at the same time
· French people don’t say “mm” or “uh hu”; they say “bueh” or “euhh”.
· Use filler phrases to give yourself time to think 
(bon, eh bien, alors, d’accord, en fait…).


· Tell me how good my question is “ah, quelle question interessante!”.

· Tell me you are thinking “Eh bien, laissez moi réfléchir…”.

· Check I’ve understood your point “vous savez?”

· Repeat part of my question back to me.
· Remember you are not a Dalek. Understand what you say. Show me that you understand with the tone of your voice.
Remember to show off.
Avoid one word answers like the plague:

· use opinion phrases (j’aime, je déteste, je pense, je trouve, je préfère…)
· use linking words (parce que, car, cependent, aussi, et…)

· use emphasis words (très, vraiment, tellement, complètement)
· avoid boring adjectives (bien, intéressant, amusant, sympa) : use fantastique, incroyable, génial, super, chouette
Asking for clarification

· Pardon? / Excusez-moi ?
· Pouvez-vous répéter s’ils vous plait ?

· Je n’ai pas compris. / Je ne comprends pas.

· comment dit-on … en français ?

Agreeing / introducing a positive opinion
· je suis d’accord

· c’est vrai

· vous avez raison

· je pense / je trouve que…

Disagreeing / introducing a negative opinion
· je ne suis pas d’accord…
· ce n’est pas vrai…
· je ne pense pas…
· je ne trouve pas…
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Uncertainty
· je ne sais pas (exactement)

· je ne suis pas sur(e)

· peut-être

· j’ai oublié
Emphasising your point of view
· personnellement je trouve que…

· moi, je pense que…

· en ce qui me concerne, je…

· A mon avis,…

Introducing examples and giving structure :
· par exemple

· premièrement / deuxièmement / troisièmement
· puis / ensuite

· de plus / aussi 
· finalement / en conclusion / pour terminer

Asking me questions and 
understanding the questions I ask you :

· Make sure you know how to make questions in French. You can repeat them back to check understanding and buy time. You can also introduce a topic with a question.

· Questions words include:



qui (who)
comment (how)
quand (when)




où (where)
quel (which)

pourquoi (why)



combien (how much/many)
· Remember that the sound of your voice is important when asking a question. All you have to do is say a statement and raise your voice at the end to make it a question.
Register

· This is a formal situation so we need to show that in the language we use. 

· Use “vous” for you. Make sure you know what verbs sound like with VOUS (vous regardEZ, vous vendEZ, vous finISSEZ, vous ETES, vous AVEZ)
· Ask me how I am and I’ll ask you (Comment allez-vous? Très bien merci, et vous?).

· Say hello, thank you and goodbye (Bonjour!, Merci!, Au revoir!).

· Ask me if I have any questions (Avez-vous des questions?). 
Why is this important?
We want to get: VERY GOOD (full marks)
This means you will:

· Confidently handle language with a high level of accuracy

· Speak fluently and without undue hesitation, or where there is some hesitation recovers well, and readily goes beyond minimal responses

· Use a wide range of vocabulary and structures appropriate to Higher

· Show immediate and almost total understanding of almost everything said

· Your pronunciation and intonation sufficient to be readily understood by a speaker of the language

