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SCOTLAND IN 1300

Scotland was a very different place 700 years ago. For a start, there were far fewer people – the population of Scotland was only 500 000. Most people lived in the country side and travelling long distances was difficult. There were no roads to travel quickly on. Housing consisted of very basic thatched cottages, which although uncomfortable, were strong and easy to build.
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Towns, called burghs were very small. Towns grew up and became prosperous because they traded with each other. They exchanged goods such as food and tools. 
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Most people in the middle ages were peasants. They spent every day working in the fields. They grew crops or kept animals in order to feed themselves and their families.

Religion was an important part of everyday life. Everyone was a Christian and the Roman Catholic Church was the only church in Western Europe. The best educated people in Scotland were priests and churchmen helped kings to run the country. Most people could not read or write.

Source A and B below describe the differences between life in Scotland in 1300 and life in Scotland today.

Source A 




Source B
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1. Use Sources A and B to compare life in 1300 in Scotland with life today in Scotland. Think about population, where most people lived, diet, transport, literacy, work and religion. You could use a table layout for this activity.
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DEATH OF A KING
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Between 1249 and 1286, Scotland lived peacefully.  This period, when Scotland was ruled by Alexander III, was known as the Golden Age. It was called the golden age because Scotland was at peace and very prosperous. Alexander married an English princess in order to keep peace between England and Scotland.
In 1263 his army defeated the Norwegians, at the Battle of Largs. After this, the two countries became close allies and Alexander’s daughter, Margaret, married the young Norwegian king, Eric.  
However, tragedy struck in 1275 with the premature death of his wife Margaret. Alexander suffered further misery in his personal life as by 1284 his two sons and daughter had also died leaving him childless.
For a number of years Scotland faced the problem of who would succeed Alexander III in the event of his death. However, this problem seemed to be solved when Alexander married Yolande de Dreux, who was a member of the French Royal Family. The newly married couple hoped for a son.
[image: image23.png]


[image: image24.png]


On 19th March 1286, Alexander has been attending a meeting of his Council in Edinburgh. All day long a storm raged outside. Savage northerly winds bringing rain and snow lashed the south of Scotland. The end of the world must be near, people said as they cowered indoors shuddering with cold and fear. They trembled in the King’s castle in Edinburgh. Alexander had been discussing matters of state with his lords. In the afternoon, with discussion over, they broke off for dinner. It was a cheerless meal for all except the King. The King was in high spirits as he was about to leave and join his new wife in Kinghorn. The King rose and announced his intention to leave immediately to the amazement of all those present. No one could believe he would be so foolish to travel in a storm such as the one which raged outside.
The King ignored pleas for him to remain in Edinburgh and rode to the ferry with three trusted squires for company. The ferryman pleaded with the King not to travel but, again, he ignored all pleas.
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The next day the King was found 
dead on the shore with his neck 
broken – it appeared that he had fallen from his horse.
Scotland had no apparent heir – Alexander’s granddaughter, Margaret the Maid of Norway, was only three years old. Alexander’s death was to spark a chain of events which would result in war for the people of Scotland.
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1. Why was Alexander’s time as king called a ‘Golden Age’?

2. In what way was Scotland linked to Norway?

3. Who was Margaret the Maid of Norway?
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4. According to Source A, what is the attitude of the Guardians towards Margaret?
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Why was the death of Alexander a dangerous time for Scotland?
6.  Read pages 2 and 3 of your booklet.
It is your task to write a newspaper article reporting the death of Alexander III. The article should contain the following information:

· An appropriate headline.

· The correct date.


· A little information regarding Alexander’s personal life.

· A description of the events leading to Alexander’s death.
· An explanation of what problems the King’s death would cause. (You should use your notes from the discussion point here.)
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SCOTS ROYAL FAMILY TREE
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In your jotter, copy and complete the following statements using the family tree to help you.

1. Alexander II and Alexander III were ………………………… .

2. Alexander III had ……………………… children. 

3. In 1290 Margaret Maid of Norway ………………………… on her journey to Scotland. .

4. This caused the problem of who would now be .................... .

The guardians of Scotland could not agree who should be King. They turned to Edward I of England to help them. Thirteen people claimed to be the rightful heir to Alexander’s throne. 
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WHO SHOULD BE KING?
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THE MAIN CLAIMANTS

1. John Balliol who was a grandson of Earl David’s first daughter.

2. Nicholas de Soules whose grandmother was an illegitimate daughter of King Alexander III.

3. Florence, Count of Holland who was a great-grandson of Ada, a younger sister of Earl David.

4. John Comyn who was married to a sister of John Balliol, one of the competitors. 

5. Robert Bruce who was the son of Earl David’s second daughter.

6. William de Vesci whose grandmother was an illegitimate daughter of William the Lion.

7. Patrick of Dunbar whose great-grandmother was an illegitimate daughter of William the Lion.

8. John Hastings who was the grandson of Earl David’s third daughter.
To decide which of the eight claimants should become the next King, a set of laws were used. The Feudal Laws of Sucession enabled the Guardians and Edward I to decide who should become King.
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THE FEUDAL LAWS OF SUCCESSION
1. Claims of claimants who are descended from illegitimate children of 
Kings are rejected.
2. Claims made through the third daughter of Earl David are rejected.
3. Claims made through a younger sister of Earl David are rejected.
4. Claims made through marriage to a claimant’s sister are rejected.
[image: image46.png]


[image: image47.jpg]




	Competitor’s name
	Tick accepted

	Tick rejected


	Reason


	John Balliol


	
	
	

	Nicholas de Soules
	
	
	

	Florence, Count of Holland
	
	
	

	John Comyn


	
	
	

	Robert Bruce

	
	
	

	William de Vesci
	
	
	

	Patrick of Dunbar
	
	
	

	John Hastings

	
	
	


· You should split into working groups. Your teacher will issue each group with the following worksheet.

· It is your task to discuss each claim and make a group decision using the claimant’s information and the Feudal Laws of Succession on the previous pages. Be sure to add a detailed reason for each decision.

· Your group will be asked to feedback your findings to the class.
THE GREAT CAUSE

There were two main contenders for the throne: John Balliol and Robert Bruce, grandfather of future King Robert Bruce. The Guardians asked Edward of England to decide who would be Scotland’s next King. Historians call the court case "The Great Cause”. Edward decided that Balliol should be Scotland’s king, and that he should accept King Edward as his overlord.

Balliol was made king on 30 November 1292 at Scone in Perthshire.  Balliol also paid homage to King Edward. John had to kneel in front of Edward and promise to obey him.  

“Homage” was considered to be a very important ceremony and the promise to obey was taken very seriously.  A person who broke his promise would be severely punished.  


1. What was the Great Cause?

2. Who were the main contenders?

3. Who did Edward choose as King?

4. What was meant by King John paying homage to Edward?
5. Why do you think Edward I chose John Balliol to be the next King?

Do you think it was right to ask Edward to do this?

HOW EDWARD TREATED KING JOHN

As Balliol kneeled before Edward I to pay homage in 1292, he made the following statement: 



However, the Scots became very angry about how King Edward treated King John.
· King Edward gave orders to King John. The Scots thought this made King John look unimportant. 

· Sometimes, King Edward ignored King John and sent orders to the Scottish nobles directly. The Scots thought this was insulting to King John by missing him out.
· Edward made King John take part in ceremonies in England, to show the power and importance of King Edward. They made King John look very weak.

· King Edward decided that he wanted the Scots to join him in his war against France.

· The Scots became really angry. They did not have a reason to fight the French. Besides, the Scots had never fought abroad.

· The Scots decided that they were not


THE ENGLISH INVADE SCOTLAND

Edward I was angered by the actions of the Scots and sent a large army north to invade Scotland. This was the beginning of the Scottish Wars of Independence and would last for over 30 years. 

However, not all Scots wanted to fight against King Edward. 

· The Earl of Angus decided to fight on the side of King Edward because he owned more land in England than he did in Scotland.

· The Comyn family, one of the most important families in Scotland at the time, decided to support King John because they were related to him.

· The Bruces and their friends decided to support King Edward because they disliked King John and the Comyn family.

Here are some reasons for fighting for King John or King Edward. Decide if each is a reason for supporting King John (“J”) or a reason for supporting King Edward (“E”).

King Edward has a bigger army than us.

I want to stop King Edward from taking over Scotland.

We made an oath to Edward and we must not break our promise.

I have land in England and I will lose it if I fight against Edward.

I do not want to fight against the French.

King Edward is not giving King John proper respect.

Edward I’s army of 25 000 infantry and 

4 000 cavalry attacked the town of Berwick on Tweed where they slaughtered many men. Edward’s army moved north to Dunbar and continued northwards taking Scotland’s castles. Edward’s men marched to Edinburgh, Stirling, Perth, Montrose, Aberdeen and Banff. When they reached Elgin, they turned around and headed back south. Scotland was now under the control of Edward I – Hammer of the Scots.
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Here is a description of what happened when King Edward reached the town of Berwick. Berwick was chosen as it was one of the most important and largest towns in Scotland at the time.

3. Explain why Source H is useful evidence about the attack on Berwick. Use the following statements to help you. 
· It is a Primary Source.

· It is a Secondary Source.

· Its purpose is to describe what happened at Berwick.

· Its purpose is to tell what happened at Lang shanks.

· It tells how King Edward insulted the Scots.

· It tells how the Scots insulted King Edward.

Berwick was attacked by sea as well as land.

4. In detailed sentences, explain at least two reasons why this source is useful.
EDWARD TAKES CONTROL





You should consider the following points using all of the information you have learned so far. You may take notes.

1. With a partner, discuss why you think Edward could be described as a ruthless leader. Think of as many reasons as possible but be sure you are able to explain them in detail.

2. You should now make a pair with someone you haven’t worked with before. In turns, explain your reasons to each other. 

3. Ask your new partner if it was right to describe Edward as ruthless? You should come up with at least three 

reasons for your answer.


WILLIAM WALLACE

Wallace was born in 1272 at Elderslie. He was a commoner but his family did own land.  Wallace was a tall and powerful young man. He stood out from the crowd, making him a target for English soldiers.  Many Scots at the time fought against English rule. Wallace’s father and brother were killed in 1291 at Loudoun Hill. William's personal hatred for the English grew.
His first encounter with the law was to be in Dundee in Dec 1291. Wallace killed the son of the constable of Dundee, a young man called Selby. (See Source A).  This forced him into hiding; he reached Ricarton and lived with his uncle Sir Richard Wallace until April 1297.  Further encounters with English soldiers forced him to move on; he killed four soldiers after being attacked. (Source B). He was an outlaw, a criminal and a man with a price on his head. 
William Wallace wanted revenge.  He attacked many different places within lower Scotland.  This is what gained him the reputation as a great warrior. No one ever knew where or when he would strike. Word of his skill with a sword and with a bow and arrow spread. He used 'guerrilla' tactics, something which had never been done before. By 1297 the English occupation had led to an outburst of anger all over the country.  Scotland needed a leader. Wallace needed an excuse.



You will now take part in a group carousel task. With your group you should move round the three stations set out around the classroom. At each station you will find a source which you should discuss. You should answer the questions at each station. You should keep a written record of this in your jotter.
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When complete you should swap your jotter with a member of another group to mark.

Once you have marked a classmate’s jotter you should leave them constructive feedback in the form of two stars and a wish.
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the battle of stirling bridge 
On the 11th September 1297, Edward sent a huge army of 12,000 men to Scotland, headed by John de Warenne.  Near Stirling Castle they arrived at a narrow, wooden bridge. On the opposite bank was Wallace.  

Warenne delayed his crossing for several days to allow for talks. He was surprised by Wallace’s refusal to surrender and decided to cross.  

Wallace had 5000 men and virtually no cavalry. If Stirling was taken then Scotland would fall. 

The Scottish army of commoners was mainly infantry armed with long spears. 

The English army had to cross the bridge.  It was wide enough to pass with only two horsemen abreast. 

The English army would have taken several hours to cross. All this before they were even ready for battle. At dawn the infantry started to cross only to be recalled because Warenne had overslept. They crossed again but were recalled as Warenne believed the Scots would finally negotiate.

Two priests were sent only to be told,  'Tell your commander that we are not here to make peace but to do battle, defend ourselves and liberate our kingdom. Let them come on, and we shall prove this in their very beards.’ Warenne decided to advance at once.

Wallace waited until more than half the English army had crossed before springing their trap. The Scots spearmen rushed down to the bridge. 

Trapped, the English heavy cavalry became useless. Only one group of English knights succeeded in cutting their way back to the bridge. 

Scotland was free, Wallace, now became Guardian of Scotland.

Warenne ordered that the bridge be destroyed and fled. Over half the English army were massacred. Including Cressingham, Edward’s hated tax collector. He was skinned alive by the Scots and a belt was made out of the skin. On the Scots side, Andrew Murray was fatally wounded. He died two months later.
This was the first time Spearmen had defeated knights. Stirling also destroyed the myth of English power. For the time being Scotland was free and Wallace encouraged traders from Europe to come back to Scotland. The humiliation of losing to lowly Scots made Edward determined to crush the Scots.

1. Why did the English have reason to be confident?

2. What did the English need to do to get to the Scots?

3. What impact did this victory have on a) the Scots and b) the English?
4. Stick a copy of the map into your jotter outlining the main events of the battle.
the battle of FALKIRK 1298








     Your teacher will now give you a pack of cards. Using your knowledge and understanding of the battle, it is your group task to arrange the events into chronological order. 


You are expected to produce a newspaper report on either the Battle of Stirling Bridge or the Battle of Falkirk. You must make it sound like a newspaper report and could use some of the following phrases:


This should be a biased account of the battle. You may decide whether you are writing from the Scottish or English perspective. Try to use some of the following phrases:

If needed you may ask your teacher for a help sheet.

THE trial and execution of 

william wallace

In August 1305 Wallace was betrayed by a Scottish Baron, Sir John Mentieth.  Wallace was captured then marched through England reaching London on August 22nd, where he was paraded through the heart of the city.

A trial was held. A list of crimes was read out. He was not allowed to speak to defend himself. He admitted all the charges against him except treason because he had never sworn allegiance to the King of England. There was no judge, jury or lawyer to represent Wallace.  It was not a fair trial.



Wallace was tied to horses and pulled four miles to a field outside London. A huge crowd cheered as he was hanged until he was half dead. He was tied down and still alive, his stomach opened. His intestines were pulled out and burned. Finally, he was beheaded. His head was put upon a pike above the London Bridge. His body was quartered and parts placed beside the sewers of Newcastle and Berwick, a third at Perth, and the fourth displayed in Stirling.

You should now create a poster detailing William Wallace’s trial and execution. You should focus on the unfairness of Wallace’s treatment. An example of a poster can be found below.




ROBERT THE BRUCE

Robert the Bruce’s grandfather was one of the men who claimed for the throne after the death of Alexander III. Bruce was a leading nobleman who was appointed joint Guardian of Scotland with John Comyn in 1298 after the resignation of William Wallace. Bruce had fought on both sides at various times. Indeed, Bruce served as Sheriff of Lanark and Ayr under King Edward’s rule. Bruce was a very ambitious man and saw an opportunity to take the Scottish crown for himself.

The murder of 

john comyn
In 1304 Bruce had secret talks with a powerful churchman called Bishop Lamberton where he pressed his claim for the Scottish crown. The talks went well and afterwards Bruce arranged a meeting with John Comyn. Comyn was the leader of Scotland’s richest family and he too claimed the Scottish crown for himself. In 1306 Bruce and Comyn met in Greyfriars Kirk in Dumfries. Bruce asked Comyn to support him in his claim to the throne – Comyn refused. At this point Bruce drew his dagger and stabbed Comyn, badly injuring him in the process. Bruce’s followers finished Comyn off and killed him. 

Bruce acted quickly after the murder of Comyn and seized most of Comyn’s land in Dumfries. Six weeks later, on March 27th 1306, Bruce was crowned King of Scotland, in Scone.


1. In your jotter, copy out the following paragraph. Fill in the missing words

using the word bank below.

Bruce’s grandfather was a __________ for the Scottish throne after the death of __________ . Robert the Bruce was appointed joint __________ of Scotland along with __________ after William Wallace resigned. Bruce had fought on the side of the __________ and the __________.


2. Describe Bruce’s main motive for killing Comyn.


3. Who would now be enemies of Robert the Bruce and try to stop him becoming King? Why?
[image: image4.jpg]



                                                   
ROBERT I King of Scotland

Bruce’s murder of Comyn upset Edward I who vowed to take revenge upon him. As well as this, the murder had taken place in a church. This was looked upon very badly by many people in Scotland and England alike.

Edward I appointed Aymer de Valance as his special commissioner in Scotland. De Valance had orders to capture Bruce and to show no mercy. Bruce attempted to defeat de Valance at the Battle of Methven in June 1306. Bruce’s army was heavily defeated and many of his supporters were either captured or killed. Bruce was forced to flee to escape Edward’s wrath. It is not known for certain where Bruce spent the following months. Many believe he escaped and hid on Rathlin Island, off the coast of Ireland. It is here Bruce is said to have watched the spider which encouraged him to return to Scotland and continue to fight.

Edward I took revenge on Bruce’s family after the defeat at Methven in 1306. His wife and daughter were held captive in England and his brother was hanged, drawn and beheaded at Berwick.

In 1307 Bruce was back in Scotland. Bruce decided not to fight in the open but instead he adopted a tactic called guerrilla warfare.

Bruce first defeated his Scottish enemies. He then had a stroke of luck – Edward I died in July 1307. Bruce now had time to get organised. His son, Edward II, was not so bitter and decided to call off the expedition to Scotland which his father had planned.

Using hit and run guerrilla tactics, Bruce began to recapture the Scottish castles held by the English. By mid 1313 only the Great Castle at Stirling remained in English hands.


Bruce decided that capturing the Scottish castles was his best chance of success. The main reason for this was that Bruce did not have enough men to fight the English in an open battle. After capturing each castle it was destroyed. Linlithgow, Perth, Edinburgh and Roxburgh were taken this way.

You should work in a group of four. Your teacher will provide each member of the group with information about one castle.  

You should copy the table shown below and add your information to it. 

Your teacher will collect the cards in.

You should take it in turns to explain what you have studied to your group.

While another member is describing their information you should take notes in your jotter.

	Castle
	How was it captured?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


RULES!

When explaining your castle to your group you should NOT consult your notes!

One person should speak at a time.

By the end of the task you should have notes on all four castles!


THE DECLARATION OF ARBROATH

Bruce had defeated the English and was now the undisputed King of Scotland. However, the English still made claims to the Scottish throne. In 1320 the nobles sent a letter to the Pope which was to become known as the Declaration of Arbroath. In this, the Scottish nobles rejected all English claims to Scotland. They said that they would never give up the struggle until the Scots were free.





The Declaration of Arbroath is one of the most important documents in Scottish history. It discusses the ideals of freedom and liberty long before these ideas were common place in Europe. In 1320, it persuaded the Pope that the time had come to persuade the English to agree a treaty with the Scots. 

In later years the Declaration was used as a rallying call for all those who wanted an independent Scotland. For example Alex Salmond, leader of the Scottish National Party (SNP) made a spreech highlighting the importance of the Declaration in April 2010. He encouraged Scottish voters to vote for his party in the coming election. 

In 1328 the Treaty of Edinburgh was signed by Edward III. It stated “that the realm of Scotland… shall remained forever… divided in all things from the realm of England.”


1. Copy and complete the following in your jotter:

In 1320 the Scottish __________ sent a letter to the Pope. This was known as the __________ of __________. In this the Scottish nobility rejected all __________ claims to Scotland. They said that they would never give up the _________ until all the Scots were __________. In 1328 the __________ of __________ was signed by __________. The King of England finally agreed that the realm of __________ should remained separate from the realm of __________.

2. Study Source.

a. Is this a Primary or secondary Source?                 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



b. Explain your answer. 
3. “The Scottish Wars of Independence has had an impact on the lives of Scottish people ever since”.

Discuss this issue with your partner and make notes in your jotter. Think about day to day life, politics, people’s views etc.

Extension activity – Class Debate: 

Split into groups and discuss the motion. Decide if you would agree with the statement (proposition) or disagree (opposition).

You should note down the reasons why you agree/disagree and create a structured speech explaining your groups position and reasons for this.

(A basic template can be provided).

You should appoint at least one speaker to present your views to the rest of the class.
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PERSONAL INVESTIGATION
THE BATTLE OF BANNOCKBURN



THE BATTLE OF BANNOCKBURN

In 1313, Edward Bruce, the King’s brother, was finding it difficult to take control of Stirling Castle. He made an extraordinary agreement with Sir Philip Mowbray the Commander of Stirling Castle:
Source :


“The castle would be handed over to the Scots if it were not saved by an English army before 24th June 1314”
Robert the Bruce was angry with this agreement. He thought that, if Edward II accepted the challenge and raised a huge army to invade Scotland, the chance of the Scots defeating him would be slim.

On the 23rd June Edward II led his army towards Stirling Castle. He thought that this was a chance too good to miss. The new King of England would prove he was not a coward. He would also finish off the work that his father had failed to complete. Scotland would now be brought firmly under his control.

The Scottish army was small, around 6,000 strong in total. The cavalry only numbered 500 and were lightly armed carrying axes and swords. They had little protection.  

The Scots had few archers and most of the troops were foot soldiers that again were lightly armed with swords and spears. The Scottish infantry had been well trained but had limited experience of fighting large scale battles like this. They used the Schiltrons like they had at Falkirk. 

The Scots were near the castle on high ground and had the protection of the forest behind them. 

The English were forced to attack head on from the front. Bruce had dug small pit traps or ‘pots’ to defend his flanks so he could not be attacked from the side. 


He placed calthrops around the battlefield. The English were forced to attack from wet and marshy ground. 
The English army was the greatest that ever fought the Scots; it was 20,000 strong. 
It had 2,000 knights armed with axes, lance and sword. They were very experienced building their skills fighting in France.

They had 2000 archers. Welsh Longbow men who could fire twelve arrows per minute. They could pierce armour. 

The rest of the army, 16,000 men, consisted of highly trained foot soldiers.  

The baggage train stretched for miles. Money to pay the soldiers, weaponry, siege engines, foods, wines. It was a frightening and terrifying sight.  

Edward II was highly confident. His fighting abilities in the field had not yet been tested.
King Edward II and his army marched north. By the time they reached Stirling they had been travelling for weeks, marching approximately 20 miles per day.

Bruce made good use of his time and chose Bannockburn to be the site where both armies would meet. Bruce had chosen well. He had his men positioned on high ground waiting for the arrival of the English army.

1) Using the information on the previous pages, complete the table. 
Give each of the columns under the heading a brief description. Give ‘the winning team’ 1 point and the ‘losing team’ 0. You can add these up at the end.

	THE

ARMIES
	  THE 

SCOTS
	                     THE 

                  ENGLISH 

	
	DESCRIPTION
	SCORE
	DESCRIPTION
	SCORE

	KNIGHTS
	
	
	
	

	ARCHERS
	
	
	
	

	INFANTRY
	
	
	
	

	COMMANDER
	
	
	
	

	EXPERIENCE
	
	
	
	

	OTHER
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	TOTAL
	



2) Now write a paragraph saying who you would expect to win the Battle of Bannockburn, giving detailed reasons for your answer.
The Battle begins!

Most medieval battles only lasted a few hours, but the Battle of Bannockburn is unusual in that it lasted for two days! On Sunday 23rd June 1314, the Battle of Bannockburn began.  
A major incident involving Bruce himself took place immediately at the start of the battle. A young English Knight, Henry De Bohun, spotted Bruce and decided he could end the battle in one go. Fully armoured on his large warhorse De Bohun charged straight for King Robert. 

Robert held his ground until the last second on his small palfrey. Robert quickly moved his horse aside and rising up out his stirrups in one blow split open the helmet and skull of the young knight with his battle axe. 

Bruce complained that he had broken the shaft of his favourite axe! This incident inspired the Scottish army and helped them believe that with a leader as brave as King Robert that they could win the battle.
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An English cavalry division then tried to surprise the Scots by coming round behind them but they were driven back by spearmen, as the schiltrons held and many English knights crashed to their deaths on the wall of spikes. 
By sunset the English had attacked three times and had three times been defeated by the Scots. Over 100 English knights lay dead and this small victory gave confidence to the Scottish army. 
That night a young knight, Sir Alexander Seton, deserting the English, asked to speak to King Robert, telling him he wanted to change sides. He brought good news. He told Robert that the English were unhappy with Edward II. This made Robert determined to fight even though the Scots were vastly outnumbered. He asked each of his commanders if they would follow him and fight and they all said “yes!”

Overnight Edward II chose a safe spot for his men to camp using both rivers for protection. This was a fatal error!

Questions

1) How did King Robert defeat the young English knight Henry de Bohun?

2) Why was King Robert’s defeat of de Bohun important for the Scottish army?

3) Why was the success of the Scottish schiltrons on the first day important?

4) What did the young knight who deserted the English side tell King Robert and how did this help the Scots?
Extension Question

Why do you think that Edward’s choice of camping spot might prove fatal?

Day 2 – 24th June 1314

The English army had a terrible night’s sleep, fearful that the Scots may attack or attempt to flee. At first light the Scots were already in position. Edward, watching the Scots kneeling in prayer thought they were begging for mercy. He was told that they were praying for victory, not for mercy from him!
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Bruce led his army down towards the English camp. The English were surprised but charged. The impact was horrible but the Scots schiltrons held. Many knights were killed on the Scottish pikes. Bruce had trained his schiltrons to push forward slowly!
Edward then moved his archers up. They hit the Scots but also their own retreating cavalry as well. The Scots were ready for this and their 500 mounted cavalry charged them off the field.
The English tried to attack but were only able to fight on a narrow front. Their knights continued to charge but each time were forced back into wet, marshy ground. The English were being squashed together, spearmen and bowmen were trapped by their own knights and horses. Many English were slaughtered or drowned in the river trying to escape. Bodies lay so thick a man could cross the burn without getting wet. 
As the Scots pushed forward the cry went up, “Lay on! Lay on! They fail”! At this point the Scottish camp followers, or ‘small folk’ of the baggage train now joined in using makeshift weapons. To the tired English soldiers this looked like a fresh new Scottish army which had arrived.  

The remaining English had had enough and started to run away. Some men, including King Edward, managed to escape the battle with Sir James Douglas in hot pursuit. Edward reached the gates of Stirling Castle but the governor refused to let him in. He eventually made it to Dunbar, where a ship took him back to England.
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For the English it was their most humiliating defeat. Hundreds of their best knights and nobles had been killed. The Scots got their hands on over £200,000 of English treasure and 10,000 English lay dead on the battlefield. The Scots also took important English prisoners who they were able to exchange for Bruce's wife, daughter, sister and Bishop Wishart.
Task
Write a paragraph in your jotter to explain what happened on day 2 of the Battle of Bannockburn and how the Scots were able to win. You could also mention how many English died and what the Scots gained as a result of the victory.
Today the Scottish population stands at around 5 million. Unlike medieval Scotland, most Scots live in cities or in areas that surround them. Literacy levels in modern day Scotland are high.
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THIS MONUMENT IN KINGHORN STILL ATTRACTS VISITORS WHO WISH TO COMMEMORATE THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER III








SOURCE A:  The Guardians Stated in relation to Margaret: 


We will accept Margaret, as our Queen.  We shall defend [her] with all our strength and power.
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SOURCE B:  The Scots Royal Family Tree
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SOURCE E:  The main claimants for the throne





SOURCE F:  The Feudal Laws of Succession





“I, John Balliol, King of Scots, hereby become your Liegeman for the whole realm of Scotland and I will maintain faith and loyalty to you.”








SOURCE G:  Balliol pays homage to Edward





The Scots had a number of problems if they wanted to break away from King Edward:


They had already accepted that he was overlord of Scotland.


King John was not willing to stand up to King Edward's temper and threats.


Scotland was not strong enough to fight King Edward on its own.





John was continually bullied by King Edward I.


He ordered John around and ignored him, sending orders directly to Scottish nobles.  


Edward made John take part in ceremonies showing how powerful Edward was. 


Scots who were unhappy with King John went behind his back to complain to Edward. John was too frightened to stand up to Edward.  





The Scots prepared for a showdown with Edward!





In 1294 Edward I declared war on France.  France and Scotland were allies.  Many of the Scottish nobles and bishops were angry when Edward told the Scots to help him fight the French.  They decided that they would not obey him.





THE AULD ALLIANCE


Homework Task





TASK:





You are John Balliol.  


Write a letter to Edward of England asking him in your own words to stay out of Scottish affairs for good. 


Perhaps you can mention what he has done in the past to insult you. 


You should also give Edward a warning.


This should be at least one page long in your jotter 

















































































































In revenge Edward sacked the town of Berwick, Scotland’s most prosperous town killing most of the inhabitants.





The Scots elected twelve men to help King John.  


 They made a treaty with France. Scotland and France would help each other to fight Edward.  


We call this the Auld Alliance.





TO EDWARD KING OF ENGLAND


OVERLORD OF SCOTLAND,


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





John Balliol was forced to surrender on 2nd July 1296. At Montrose, his coat of arms was ripped from his coat (his           “tabard”). Balliol was known from this moment as “Toom Tabard” – empty coat.


Scotland was now under the control of Edward I. It would be sometime before Scotland became an independent nation again.
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Why was Balliol known as “Toom Tabard”?





Explain why you think King Edward was known as the Hammer of the Scots. You may discuss your ideas with a partner.





SOURCE H:  Written by a person living at the time: 





King Edward tried to persuade the people of Berwick to surrender. He promised not to harm them if they surrendered. They laughed at him.


King Edward waited three days. When he came to them on the fourth day, the people were rude to him. Some called him ‘Lang shanks’. Others climbed onto tall building and made rude signs. Because they would not surrender, King Edward had to use his soldiers.





SOURCE I:  Written by a person living at the time: 


The crew on the first ship defended it for a long time. They killed many Scots using swords and spears. The Scots had brought ladders to board the ship. They also set it on fire. Twenty-eight people were killed.





The fire then spread to a second ship. Its crew escaped on a small boat. The fire then spread to a third ship. All aboard were rescued. The other twenty-one ships sailed out with the tide.








Source J: The Ragman Roll





"I will be faithful and loyal, to King Edward, King of England, and to his heirs, in matters of life against all mortal men; and never will I bear arms for anyone against him or his heirs... �so may God help me and the Saints...”





Edward I was ruthless. He tried to take over all of Britain and France. He killed thousands of people. John Balliol was taken prisoner.





Before he died he ordered his body to be boiled in order for the flesh to come off the bones. They would then be carried at the head of his army to ensure victory over his enemies. 








On his tomb is written ‘Hammer of the Scots’.
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Source K: A Plan of the Battle
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Edward I wanted to put an end to the Scottish problem once and for all. He gathered a force of 3,000 cavalry and 15,000 infantry.  His army included Crossbow men from France and Longbow men from Wales. There were large numbers of Irish infantry. 








The army needed food and they were tired. Fights began. Eighty Welshmen were killed by the English. Edward was on the point of calling it all off when he heard news that the Scots had been sighted. Edward was happy, "God be praised, I shall go to meet them, and on this very day”








THE SCOTTISH ARMY 


Wallace had about 8,500 men they also had 500 cavalry under John Comyn and 500 archers.  


The Scots were protected by hills, woods, and a burn. 


The English could only attack from the front.








THE SCOTTISH ARMY


Wallace formed his troops into four Schiltron’s of 1,500 men.  


This was a large circle of men armed with 12 foot, (1 ft = 0.3m) iron tipped spears pointing outwards.  


Horses shy away from the spears.





The Scottish


Army





Calculate the total number of a) English forces b) Scottish forces.


Describe a) the English army b) the Scottish army.


By how many were the Scottish army outnumbered?


What is a Schiltron?


What problems did Edwards’s army face?
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It has been reported that…, Eyewitnesses say…, People have confirmed/stated that…., Estimates are…, the scene is devastating… according to one witness…











Traitors, cheats, rebels, terrorists, cowards.





THE TRIAL


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





HIS DEATH


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





CHARGES HE FACED


______________________________________________________________________________





WHAT HAPPENED TO HIS BODY


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________





CAPTURE


Wallace was betrayed by a Scottish knight, Sir John de Montieth, and marched down to England.__________________________________________________________________________





WHAT DO YOU THINK? DID WALLACE DESERVE SUCH A CRUEL DEATH?


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Scottish		Alexander III		Guardian				claimant			John Comyn			English





Source L : Robert the Bruce statue at Bannockburn





SOURCE M:  Part of the Declaration of Arbroath





‘For as long as a hundred of us are alive we will never on any conditions be subjected to the Lordship of the English. For we do not fight for glory or riches or honours, but for freedom alone, which no good man gives up except with his life’.
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It is your task to conduct personal research on the Battle of Bannockburn, 1314 as part of a homework task. It should be word processed and at least three pages long. As it was a very important battle in Scotland’s history, there are a number of points which you should not overlook. You must include:





A summary of why the battle took place 


Description of battle ground (maps, diagrams etc)


Details of both the Scottish and English armies (numbers/types of soldiers, weapons etc)


The outcome of the battle and the impact it had both at the time and on present day Scotland.





You may add anything else that you see as relevant. You should use the internet to help you as well as the school library. You can also your booklet, class jotter and even ask your teacher if you are unsure. Your teacher may allow you to work on your project during class time. 





Some useful websites:


		� HYPERLINK "http://www.battlefieldstrust.com" ��www.battlefieldstrust.com�


		� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/scottishhistory" ��www.bbc.co.uk/history/scottishhistory�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk" ��www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/scotlandshistory/warsofindependence" ��www.ltscotland.org.uk/scotlandshistory/warsofindependence�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nts.org.uk" ��www.nts.org.uk�





As this is your personal investigation, you may choose how to present it. For example, you may wish to complete your project as a written report. You may also opt for a magazine or newspaper format.  You MUST check with your teacher before you begin.
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Robert the Bruce kills Henry de Bohun








PAGE  
24

_1131527719.doc



