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Brannock High School
Languages Faculty:

General Revision Tips




English Revision Tips and Strategies

1. Organise Your Revision with a Timetable
· Why it helps: A revision timetable helps you focus on each area of the course systematically, preventing last-minute cramming.
· How to do it:
· Break your revision into key components: reading, writing, critical essay, and language techniques.
· Allocate specific time slots for each area throughout the week, ensuring you cover everything.
· Include regular breaks to stay refreshed and focused.
· Tip: Revise in small, focused sessions rather than long, exhausting blocks. Consistency is key!

2. Practice Past Papers and Sample Questions
· Why it helps: Working with past papers from the SQA website allows you to familiarise yourself with the exam format and question types.
· How to do it:
· Complete past papers under timed conditions to simulate the actual exam.
· Pay attention to how answers are marked using the marking schemes.
· Focus on areas you find challenging (e.g., comprehension, writing, or analysis).
· Tip: Review your past paper answers and identify patterns in mistakes. This will help you focus on weak areas.

3. Focus on Understanding and Analyzing Texts
· Why it helps: The close reading and critical essay sections require strong analytical skills and the ability to interpret texts deeply.
· How to do it:
· Read a range of literature and practice identifying key themes, character motivations, and symbols.
· Annotate your texts, highlighting important quotes, literary devices, and themes.
· Practice explaining the effect of different language techniques on the reader.
· Tip: Use SparkNotes and Shmoop for summaries and analyses of key texts if you're unsure about certain aspects of the text.

4. Master the Critical Essay
· Why it helps: The critical essay is a major part of the exam, so being able to structure and write a clear, well-argued essay is essential.
· How to do it:
· Review the common essay topics and structure your response with an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.
· Always include a thesis statement and support it with detailed evidence from the text.
· Practice writing essays on different texts to get familiar with a variety of questions.
· Tip: Use quotes effectively and explain how they relate to the question. Focus on quality over quantity when providing evidence.

5. Improve Your Writing Skills
· Why it helps: Good writing skills are crucial for both the critical essay and the language tasks.
· How to do it:
· Practice writing essays, reviews, or short stories under timed conditions to develop your ability to write clearly and concisely.
· Pay attention to spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
· Experiment with different styles of writing (formal, descriptive, persuasive) to prepare for various question types.
· Tip: Use EnglishBiz and BBC Bitesize for guidance on improving your writing style and structure.

6. Expand Your Vocabulary
· Why it helps: A wider vocabulary allows you to express yourself more clearly and precisely, both in writing and speaking.
· How to do it:
· Make lists of new words and phrases as you encounter them in your reading or practice.
· Learn synonyms and antonyms to improve your ability to discuss themes and characters in multiple ways.
· Use online tools like Quizlet to test yourself on vocabulary.
· Tip: Aim to use new vocabulary naturally in your essays or discussions. Avoid forced usage, as it can seem unnatural.

7. Practice Time Management
· Why it helps: Effective time management is critical during the exam to ensure you can complete all sections thoroughly.
· How to do it:
· During practice, allocate a specific time for each section of the exam, simulating the actual test environment.
· Leave time at the end for reviewing your answers and making any necessary corrections.
· Prioritise easier questions first, then come back to the more challenging ones if time allows.
· Tip: Don't spend too long on any one question during the exam. Aim for a balanced approach to all sections.

8. Use Interactive Revision Tools
· Why it helps: Interactive tools can engage you more actively in your revision and test your knowledge in real-time.
· How to do it:
· Use BBC Bitesize and Revision World for quizzes and interactive content to test your knowledge.
· Join discussions and read critical essays on The Student Room to expand your understanding of different topics.
· Take quizzes on sites like Shmoop to reinforce your understanding of texts.
· Tip: Gamify your revision by challenging yourself with timed quizzes or setting personal bests.

9. Regularly Review and Reinforce Key Concepts
· Why it helps: Repetition helps solidify what you’ve learned and ensures the information stays fresh in your memory.
· How to do it:
· Review notes, mind maps, and key texts regularly, not just before the exam.
· Break your revision into manageable chunks and review concepts over several weeks.
· Test yourself on key literary techniques, themes, and character analysis.
· Tip: Use spaced repetition techniques—review the material several times over increasing intervals to reinforce your memory.

Additional Tips:
· Stay Positive and Confident: Believe in your ability to succeed. Stay calm during the exam and take it one question at a time.
· Ask for Feedback: Share your written work with a teacher or peer to get constructive feedback and identify areas for improvement.
· Stay Consistent: Regular, shorter revision sessions are more effective than cramming at the last minute.
· Take Care of Yourself: Ensure you’re getting enough rest, eating well, and exercising to stay mentally and physically sharp for revision and exams.
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