‘Havisham’ by Carol Ann Duffy

Critical Essay: Isolation
Paragraph Structure
1.
Topic sentence(s) clearly stating the main idea / argument of your paragraph.  You could mention a technique, or part of the poem.  Using the word ‘isolation’ would also be useful in focussing your argument.

2.
Bring in a quote to support your point.  If this is fewer than ten words, it can be incorporated into your paragraph.

3.
Go on to analyse the quotation in close detail.  Mention techniques as often as possible.  Use suitable analysis words (shows, reveals, demonstrates, indicates, illustrates, illuminates, explores…)  

4.
Bring in a secondary quote to further develop your argument if it is appropriate.  You must use suitable linking vocabulary for this, and make sure you fully analyse this quote too.

5.
Round off paragraph with a reference to the key words of the question.  In this case, link what you’ve said to the idea of isolation.
Here are some sample paragraphs from an essay on the theme of isolation within ‘Havisham’:

1. The physical effects of isolation upon Havisham are explored within the first stanza.  Duffy’s use of imagery is effective in conveying how withered and lifeless Havisham has become: “I’ve dark green pebbles for eyes.”  ‘Pebbles’ suggests Havisham has grown cold and emotionless as a result of withdrawing from society.  The reference to ‘green’ also illustrates Havisham’s overpowering feelings of jealousy towards those who enjoy successful human relationships.  Duffy develops her portrayal of isolation’s physical impact on the next line: “ropes on the back of my hands I could strangle with.” Ropes are tough, withered and shrivelled. They are dry and devoid of life, further indicating how isolation has caused Havisham’s body to deteriorate.  Additionally, the metaphor reveals Havisham’s intention to exact revenge upon her ex-lover in a sinister way.  To ‘strangle’ someone would involve being extremely close to them, allowing you to see them suffer and struggle.  This intimate form of murder reveals Havisham’s sadistic tendencies, which have grown more powerful as a result of her isolation from the outside world.
TASK

1.
Highlight all references to the question, direct or indirect, and label these ‘Q.’

2.
Highlight all the linking words, labelling these ‘L’

3.
Highlight all the words that show the pupil is about to analyse quotations (ie shows, implies, illustrates) and label these ‘A’.

2. Duffy manipulates the traditional dramatic monologue form to reinforce Havisham’s isolation from society, as well as her mental instability.  In a dramatic monologue, it is usually implied that the speaker is talking to another person, known as the addressee.  However, it soon becomes apparent that Havisham is communicating with something else entirely:  “Whole days / in bed cawing Nooooo at the wall.”  Talking to ‘the wall’ clearly conveys how Havisham does not experience any human contact; she is reduced to communicating with inanimate objects.  This evokes sympathy for Havisham, whose life has clearly been destroyed by the jilting.   Additionally, the onomatopoeic ‘cawing’ demonstrates that her voice has deteriorated to the point that she can only make the harsh, strangulated sounds of a crow.  Furthermore, the use of inversion places emphasis upon the expression ‘whole days.’  This develops our understanding of Havisham as an obsessive and lonely figure, who clearly has nothing better to do than fixate upon the past, and whose isolation gives her plenty of opportunity to do so.
TASK

1.
Make a list of all the techniques explored within the above paragraph.

2.
Make a note of any linking words used.

3.
Make a note of any analysis words used.

3. The use of sound and sentence structure is vital in developing the reader’s understanding of how isolation has affected Havisham.  Duffy begins the second stanza with the minor sentence “Spinster.”  The sibilant sound creates an image of Havisham spitting the word out in disgust, as though she loathes the derogatory term used to describe her.  In addition, the use of a minor sentence only containing one word mirrors Havisham’s detachment from society.  Just like the word ‘spinster,’ she too is alone, isolated from everything else.   Duffy builds upon her presentation of Havisham’s separation from society later on in the poem with the line “Love’s / hate behind a white veil.”  The ‘veil’ symbolises the barrier which exists between Havisham and the rest of the human race, and we are reminded that it is Havisham’s obsession with her unfulfilled wedding day which is the root cause of her isolation.
TASK

1.
Highlight all the techniques mentioned in the above example, and label these ‘T.’
2.
Highlight any words / phrases used to link ideas, labelling them ‘T’

3.
Highlight any direct or indirect references to the question, labelling these ‘Q.’

