‘Havisham’
‘Isolation’ Critical Essay

Introductions

1.
‘Havisham’ by carol ann duffy.  Miss havisham is isolated because she got dumped on her wedding day.  In this essay I am going to look at how duffy explores the theme of isolation.  I will look at the short story’s techniques such as word choice and sound.

2.
Carol Ann Duffy’s disturbing dramatic monologue is one which effectively explores the theme of isolation.  Duffy adopts the voice of Miss Havisham, a major character from Dickens’ classic novel Great Expectations, who was cruelly jilted on her wedding day.  As a result of this, Havisham has become an embittered hermit, who has ceased all contact with the outside world.  Duffy’s use of the dramatic monologue form, in addition to other linguistic techniques, powerfully conveys the physical and mental effects of isolation on Havisham.

3.
‘Havisham’ is a sinister poem, in the form of a dramatic monologue, written by feminist poet Carol Ann Duffy.  The poem’s speaker is Miss Havisham, a central character in Great Expectations by Victorian novelist Charles Dickens.  Throughout the poem Duffy uses a variety of techniques, such as word choice and imagery, to explore the personality and mental state of Havisham.  

· Annotate (underline, highlight and make notes) each introduction, pointing out what you consider to be positive and negative features.

· Discuss what you think is the best introduction, and why.
