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Berryhill Nursery Class

October 2026 Newsletter

Mrs C Nicol		            Head Teacher
Mrs K Cronin                           Principal Teacher
Mrs C Murray 	                       Lead Early Learning Practitioner
Mrs K Miller                            Key worker		
Mrs N Mahreen	                       Key worker  
Miss K Hamilton                             Key worker   
Miss P Jeffrey                          Support Worker
Mrs J De La Cruz Miranda         Support Worker

Nursery Hours
Our 1140 hours term-time offer provides children with 30 hours per week. Nursery sessions run from 8:45am to 2:45pm, Monday to Friday.
Pick-Up Times
Please note the change to collection arrangements. The doors will open from 2:35pm until 2:45pm. Please collect your child from their allocated drop-off/pick-up point.
It is important that parents and carers arrive at the designated times for both drop-off and collection.

Online Learning Journals
You can continue to view your child’s learning through their online Learning Journal, which is shared via email. Please ensure we have an up-to-date email address so that we can set this up for you.
The nursery team greatly appreciates comments and feedback on Learning Journals. Staff put a great deal of effort into capturing special moments, learning experiences, and interactions through photographs and observations.

Focus Child
Every child in the setting will have a personal target as part of their Personal Learning Plan. These targets, along with photographs and observations, will be shared through Learning Journals.
Staff will inform you when your child has achieved their target, and a new target will then be agreed and set.

Change of Clothes
Please provide your child with a change of clothes, which can be stored in the cloth bag on their peg.
Children should not bring their own bags or toys into nursery.
Please ensure all clothing and footwear are clearly labelled and that children are dressed appropriately for the weather, as they access outdoor learning every day.

Packed Lunches 
Berryhill Nursery is a Health Promoting Nursery and provides healthy snacks and lunches.
If your child has sensory needs or a limited diet, please discuss this with their key worker.
Packed lunches should only be provided for children who are unable to eat the nursery's Loving Lunches. We encourage families to discuss the menu with their child and support them in trying new foods. Sandwiches are also available if your child does not wish to eat the hot meal option.
If your child requires a packed lunch, please include only healthy choices such as:
· A sandwich
· Fruit
· Yogurt
Please do not include:
· Sweets
· Crisps
· Juice
Only water and milk are provided within the setting.
As packed lunches must be stored separately in a refrigerator, space is very limited.

Dance-a-thon
We are delighted with the amount of money raised through our Dance-a-thon. All funds raised will go towards a Christmas treat and a special gift from Santa.

Stay and Play
We will be holding a Halloween-themed Stay and Play session on Wednesday 28th October from 9:00am to 10:00am.
We would love you to join us, support your child, and allow them to share their world of learning with you.

Halloween Party
Our Halloween Party will take place on Friday 30th October.
Please ensure that:
· Costumes are age appropriate.
· No scary masks are worn.
· No swords or additional accessories are brought to nursery, as these may become lost.

Parent Meetings
Dates for parent meetings will be issued over the next few weeks. Meetings will begin during the first week of November.

Learning This Month
Literacy
Our literacy focus this month is familiar stories, particularly fairy tales chosen by the children. Children will explore these stories through:
· Story retelling
· Puppets
· Role play
· Creating and illustrating their own books
Numeracy and Mathematics
Our maths focus is pattern, where children will identify, copy, and create patterns in their environment. Learning about shape will also continue throughout October.
Health and Wellbeing
Children will learn about healthy foods and will take part in preparing their own healthy snacks.
UNCRC Focus
Our United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) focus will be on Articles 24 and 27:
· Article 24: I have the right to clean water, nutritious food, and healthcare.
· Article 27: I have the right to a standard of living that supports my physical, mental, spiritual, moral, and social development.
We look forward to another exciting month of learning and fun at Berryhill Nursery. Thank you for your continued support.
.

Dates for Diary

Nursery closed		Monday the 12th of October until Monday the 19th of October.
Stay and Play		Wednesday the 28th of October
Halloween party	Friday the 30th of October
Photographer	           Friday the 9th of October
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