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“Poverty means not being able to heat your home, pay your rent, or buy the essentials for your children. It means waking up every day facing insecurity, uncertainty and impossible decisions about money.  It means facing marginalisation – and even discrimination – because of your financial circumstances.  The constant stress it causes can lead to problems that deprive people of the chance to play a full part in society.” 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation  


Bellshill Academy serves the Bellshill and Mossend areas of North Lanarkshire. 
We have developed very positive and active partnerships across the wider school community, and this is reflected in strong partnership working with our associated primary schools and services through our Empowering Clusters model; work with Community Learning & Development, Skills Development Scotland, Parent Council and a range of business partners. 
At Bellshill Academy we believe in rewarding futures for all young people. We are fully committed to the wellbeing of all our pupils and believe young people should feel the adults in their school are interested in them and care about their learning. We believe that only when they feel this way, they benefit from our aim which is: for young people to be continuous learners who are able to secure for themselves rewarding futures in life and work, impacting positively on the future of the Bellshill community, North Lanarkshire, Scotland and the wider world.
Our Core values are C.A.R.E:
Community   Aspiration    Respect    Endeavour
Background

Initial Findings in 2020

When first surveyed in 2020, parents and learners indicated the following costs were having a negative financial impact on them:

· Paying for Home Economics
· Expensive Blazers and ties
· Costs of clubs
· Cost of materials for classes
· Cost of Dress Down Day
· Costs of trips including overseas     
· Where we store free uniform should be more discrete  


Steps taken between Jan 2020 – May 2025

Since 2020, we have introduced a number of changes to reduced costs to families

· Learners no longer pay for Home Economics
· Blazers and ties are available free of charge to pupils who need them and we run a uniform bank 
· Costs for buses for trips are free or heavily subsidized
· A ‘take what you need’ cupboard containing school supplies and hygiene products operates from our breakfast club, Pupil Support Office and RMPS.
· Dress down days have been reduced in number. Instead of a fixed cost, there are requests for voluntary cash donations or donations to the foodbank. 
· Fundraising activities are completely at a parent's discretion.  Almost all funds raised are used to enhance pupil experiences and wellbeing.
· While trips abroad have not been removed, the school will always consider the cost to families and individual needs. We will ensure a range of school trips and fun activities are available to all learners over the course of the year.
· School Community Zone launched to offer breakfast club, nurture and learning spaces for pupils 





Parent Survey Feedback May 2025 

The school asks for too much money over the school year  

May 2025                                                                              
A few parents Agree                              9%                                                 
A majority of parents Disagree        65%                           
Less than half are Neutral                  26%                                               

It is difficult to afford all the things my child needs for school

Less than half of parents agree           30 %
Less than half of parents disagree      47%
Less than half of parents are neutral    23%


There’s enough notice given if the school is asking for money
Majority of parents agree                  70%
Less than half of parents disagree     16%
A few parents are neutral                    14%

I don't believe there is any additional monies asked for. School abroad trip was expensive but a worthwhile adventure.

It's hard for me to find money for some things for school.

Great measures but are the accessible without causing embarrassment to the pupil? Absolutely not with blazers and ties.

Personally, from a single working parent perspective I don't think the school asks for too much money and the school provides a range of support for multiple activities/needs.

Positive ways, hopefully they will reduce the cost.

I feel measures are good although I find my daughter spends a lot of money for lunches and snacks throughout the day and it tends to equate to £7 a day with lunch and a snack at break time.

Other than optional school trips, I do not need to supply money for my son or daughter for school activities/ it’s great that staff and parents volunteer to transport the young people reducing transport costs for parents. Materials required for other subjects are supplied - E.g woodwork

I believe the school has made improvements based on the findings from the survey compiled in 2020. I do not think the school asks for too much money from the pupils or parents now in comparison. The cost of living has increased and that will have a knock-on effect but I do think the school are doing their best to support the pupils and parents by reducing costs where they can. Many people expect everything for nothing and will always complain, and unfortunately there is not much can be done about that. I have ticked the box to say I find it difficult to afford all the things my child needs for school, but this is down to personal choice, this is not a slight on the school, my child wants expensive trainers & school bags, this is therefore my issue as a parent to deal with.

Very good. I feel that the school doesn't ask for money and it's very rare! there is a chance for every pupil in this school and everyone's equal

Try to timetable practical classes such as PE and Dance etc on the same days so we have a chance to wash and rewear kit instead of having to buy 1 for each day.

Menu communication would be good to help plan meals for the week

Please have more dress down days it costs more money to wash an extra shirt or full uniform than it is to send them to school with leggings that they already have in their closet

School Engagement
Poverty proofing and cost of the school day is to ensure the barriers to learning associated with poverty are removed.  We offer a range of free clubs, activities and rewards trips. Where there is a cost, Pupil Support will identify pupils who would benefit from support. Learners are not required to pay for school events as alternatives are available. The school does not charge for materials for HE and transport costs are met or subsidised.  Costs associated with any type of qualification are met by the school. The school also supports EMA for learners and transition and financial aid/planning programmes such as SAS. Below is a note of some of the main barriers and the steps we take

Equipment and Resources Bellshill Academy takes steps to ensure pupils have access to necessary resources. Learners in need are identified by the Pupil Support Team. PEF and William Grant Foundation monies are used to buy resources such as writing and drawing equipment as well as ICT (to compliment provision from NLC) and musical instruments. During lockdown in 2020, all pupils were offered packs of resources to complete work at home. This was also issued to all pupils needing to self-isolate when school reopened. This is continued for pupils who a need to learn from home for any reason. 

Period Poverty Bellshill Academy provides safe and hygienic sanitary products in toilets used by girls and transgender pupils.  This is managed by the senior pupils. Period Poverty is addressed in PSE lessons and assemblies and there are posters in all pupil toilet facilities.  

Food Poverty Bellshill Academy runs a completely free Breakfast Club which is open to all pupils and staff. Grab and go is available for pupils to use a lunch times. This is funded by the William Grant Foundation, PEF, donations from staff and contributions from Warburtons and Tesco. Families are encouraged and supported to access free school meals as appropriate

Financial Support Bellshill Academy signposts families to the Financial Inclusion Team.  Pupil Support and the Home School Partnership Officer signpost pupils who would benefit from financial aid for items such as uniform, household items, payment for clubs or activities ( or example).

School Uniform Bellshill Academy’s uniform policy which is under review. At present, support is offered in the following ways: 

· Communities Together school uniform bank 
· School ties and blazers always supplied to learners in need who are notified by the Pupil Support Team 
· Blazer recycling in operation  
· PEF and William Grant Foundation monies used to supply pupils will warm jackets, shoes or other uniform essentials such as trousers, leggings or shirts.




Next Steps
 
Bellshill Academy is still working towards reducing the cost of the school day and is committed to the following for session 2025 -26
· Uniform Policy update August 2025 to include more choice and flexibility. Check discretion of accessibility of uniform
· Cost of school day will be linked to Rights Respecting Schools as we work towards a Gold award  - Learner Charter.
· Sharing school menus and information on Breakfast Club
· Cost of the school day will be linked to community campaigns 
· Views of parents gathered as part of transition information and parents’ evenings
· Update cluster directory through Empowering Clusters
· Learner version

Examples of school Notices  
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Financial Support

Some families are struggling financially. If
this affects you, please contact Mrs
Yvonne MacBean our home school
partnership officer who will help direct
you to services available such as the
Financial Inclusion Team. Yvonne will
treat all situations sensitively. Yvonne’s
contact is nimacbeany@northian.org uk

‘We have a range of supports within the
school too. Any pupil can access free
breakfast, uniform, school supplies,
hygiene products and period products. All
items are available in the breakfast club,
toilets and Pupil Support base. Pupils
should see their Pupil Support teacher (or
any trusted adult/senior pupil ) if they
need help accessing these.

Mentoring to lift people out of poverty
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Bellshill Academy  rewaraling Futures in Life and Worke
Friday Bulletin 09/05/25

T Week.

Stff ook part n nset raining on Tuesday whichfocussed on leaning,teaching and assessment and
curriculum eview. Many thanks to Cardinal Newan Highschool fo inviting our staf o take part n
professionaldevelopment today on SQCF Learner Pathways. Exams tis week were fullyattended
and 1 am very pleased to see so many seior pupils taking advantage of ur grade booster sessions.
Exams agan next week with maths on Monday. Mrs Heffernan has placed the tmetable o the
Teams groups.

Have alovely weekend,

s Jodle McGraw
enquiriesat el northisn gk

Letter Box Cub
Well done o all the young peaple who took partin this
club. This was run by the BookTrust and our Cluster
Support Teacher Mr Dobbie o support reading and
Numeracy. | am very proud of you al.

We areseeking Parental Views: Cost of the School Day
Belshil Academy has  Poverty Poofing Stratey (see our webste)
which endeavourstoreduce the costofthe chal day for parents
and pupls.

Ourlast survey tod us:
= The school asks for to much money over the school year ~Mostsald NO (78%)
= 1t difficult 0 affordalth things my child needs forschool - ess than halfsaid VES (46%]
= There's nough notce given f the school i askinfor money - Most said VES (78%)
Nextstepsfrom the feedback: make location of fee school uiform more discrete

1£you would ke to commen on Cost o the School Day o make.
suggestions for next sssion please use tis lnk.

https:fforms office com e/960r9uaKD

idicatos of Welbeing: 1A
Sae, Heshth, chieing Nurture Active espected espansibl ncluded

Child Protection: Belshill Academy's Child Protection Oficersare Mr Hamilton (OHT) and Mrs
MCGraw (HT). fyou have any childprotection concerns then please contact the school o 01698,
27494 orsocial work on 01698 346666,

el Acacey Revardi uures e & Work Can i
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Period Products

Folks, these are here for you to use as needed. Please let
pupil support staff or office staff know if the boxes need
restocked.

Why do we provide these products to everyone who needs
them?

CONVENTION ON THE
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

28

W Scottish Government
=N Riogholtas na h-Alba

Period Products (Free Provision) (Scotiand) Act 2021: Equality Impact Assessment

“The Scottish Govemment (SG) bebieves being abile 10 access perod products is
fundamertal to equality and dignity. Since 2018/19 the SG has put in place policies
10 support equality, dignity and rights for those who menstruste” (pg1)

"On 22 June 2020, the Period Products in Schools (Scotland) Regulations:
20200 wese tad in the Scottish Parfiament. Those Regulations, which came inta
force on 19 October 2020, place a duty an local suthorities snd grant-aided schools
10 provide free period products far pupils.~ (pg2-3)
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