
 

 

A Guide for Parents to Assist Your Child with Spelling 

 

The common words taught in school are words which children commonly come 
across in reading and writing. We teach a few words per week and focus on 
spelling strategies. Often, common words cannot be sounded out so therefore 
another strategy should be discussed. The children will be familiar with these 
strategies already. 

If you are helping your child with spelling, focus on no more than 3-4 words 
per week (P1 – P3) or 5-10 words per week (P4-7). Discuss which strategies 
may be useful for children to help remember the spelling. Then encourage the 
children to practise writing the word a few times thinking about that strategy. 

Spelling Strategies: 

 Sound it out (where possible) e.g. ship sh i p 
 Word within a word e.g. there - contains the or here 
 Mnemonic e.g. because – big elephants can add up sums easily 
 Analogy – if you can spell light you can spell night, sight, bright etc. 
 Compound word – e.g. breakfast is break + fast 
 Syllabification – e.g. remember is re mem ber 
 Word shape – e.g. the draw around and look at the shape think about 

tall, small and hanging letters 

 

 

 


