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POLICY ON CONTROL OF INFECTION

It is the policy of Auchinloch Nursery Class to provide a happy and healthy environment for every child in our care.  We take measures to prevent and minimise the spread of infection in our establishment.

To help achieve this we work in partnership with parents and carers.  In order to protect the health of the children and staff we will adhere to the following practices in line with current guidelines.

In the case of vaccine preventable diseases, the risk of infection can be significantly reduced if children are age-appropriately immunised prior to entry and continue to receive recommended vaccines at the appropriate ages.  We are aware that some children cannot have vaccine administered for various reasons and we also respect the free choice of parents as to whether they have their child immunized.  Therefore, no child will be refused a place in the nursery if they have not been vaccinated.  Female members of staff should be screened for Rubella/Chickenpox immunity if they are planning a pregnancy and those who are seronegative should be counselled regarding the risk these infections can have on a foetus.

We would request that parents do not bring their child to nursery if they are ill or showing signs of infection.  However, we would request that parents/carers phone and inform us that their child will not be attending because of illness.  

We follow the NHS Lanarkshire Exclusion Criteria for Daycare and Childcare Settings and will inform parents of the recommended time to be kept away from nursery when children are sent home unwell or parents call to say their child will be absent due to illness.
The exclusion criteria poster is displayed on the nursery notice board area.
If a child does come to nursery with these symptoms of illness or develops them whilst at nursery, parents or emergency contacts will be contacted and asked to collect the child and take them home.
In the case of diarrhoea or vomiting children cannot return to the school until they have been completely clear for at least 48 hrs.

CLEANING AND DISINFECTION

Contaminated surfaces, floors, toilets etc. can be the vehicles that spread infection therefore regular thorough cleaning is very important and the Head Teacher, cleaner/janitor, in conjunction with Authority Guidelines, will co-operate to achieve the highest possible standards of cleaning and disinfection.
Our nursery is cleaned every evening prior to the next session.

Regular cleaning of toys, equipment, and surfaces will be maintained using appropriate cleaning materials adhering to North Lanarkshire guidelines.

Disposable gloves are used for the cleaning up of blood and other bodily fluids.  These are also worn when changing a child.  Soiled clothing is sealed in a plastic bag and returned to the parent at the end of the day.  Gloves are not removed until clothes are in bag.  Used gloves are disposed of be in a lined covered container.  Staff then ensure that they wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water after removal of gloves. 

HANDWASHING

Children and staff wash their hands with liquid antibacterial soap and running water using disposable paper towels in the nursery class and/hand dryer in the nursery toilet.  
Staff and children wash their hands: -
· Before eating or handling of food

· After toileting

· After handling animals or their equipment

· When coming in from outdoor play

· At any other times as deemed appropriate by staff.

Reminder notices to wash hands will be posted in prominent areas in the nursery.

This policy will be applied throughout the Nursery as appropriate and will be reviewed annually.
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