THE WHEEL OF LIFE

The Wheel of Life is like a mirror in which we see ourselves and the life we live. How do we see ourselves – young, middle-aged, old, happy, sad etc?

At the centre of the Wheel:

The Three Poisons:
Cockerel – Greed





Snake – Hatred





Pig – Ignorance

These are the starting point of all human problems. 

The next two semi-circles:

The figures ascending / descending show our response to the Three Poisons.

The next six pictures:

Six Realms: these are states we find ourselves in and are always changing because they are linked to our karma.

The outer ring:

12 Nidanas (links): one leads to another in the endless cycle of samsara. There is an escape between the 7th-8th links, between having good/painful experiences and reacting to them or craving and grasping at life. Escape is effected by not craving / reacting. 

