JUDAISM VOCABULARY
Abraham

The first person to become a Jew
Adonai

The Jewish term used to describe God as “Lord”
Ark


The cupboard in the synagogue where the Torah scrolls 




are kept
Auschwitz

The largest of the Nazi extermination camps in Poland

Bar Mitzvah

The ceremony that marks a 13 year old boy becoming a

Man. It means “Son of the Commandments”
Bat Mitzvah

The ceremony that marks a 12 year old girl becoming a

Woman. It means “Daughter of the Commandments”
Bimah


Raised platform in the synagogue where the Torah is 




read

Challah

A plaited loaf used on the Sabbath
Circumcision

Removal of the foreskin of the penis (Brit Milah)
Concentration Camps  The places where Jews were imprisoned / killed

Covenant

A special agreement between God and the Jews

Dreidle

A 4-sided spinning top used at Hanukkah

Extermination Camps  The places where Jews were sent to be killed

Final Solution
The Nazis’ decision to exterminate all Jews

Hagadah

The story of the Jews’ escape from Egypt

Hanukkah

A Jewish winter Festival of Light

Hanukkiyah

An 8-branched candlestick used at Hanukkah

Haroset

Sweet spiced apples and nuts eaten at a Seder meal

Havdalah

Plaited candles used on the sabbath
Hebrew

The language used by Jews, or another name for a Jew
Holocaust

The period during the 1930s and 1940s when the Nazis in 



Germany murdered 6 million Jews

Idols


False gods (often statues)

Israel


The promised / holy land of the Jewish people
Jew


A member of the Jewish religion

Judaism

The Jewish religion
Kiddush

Blessing over a cup of wine on the Sabbath

Kashrut

The Jewish way of life
Kippah

Skullcap worn by men in the synagogue

Kosher

Food that is “fit to eat” and Jews are permitted to eat

Latkes

Potato cakes eaten at Hanukkah

Leaven

Yeast that makes dough rise

Matzot / Matzah
Flat bread made without yeast

Menorah

A 6-branched candlestick

Mitzvot

The 613 laws in the Torah

Monotheism

Jewish belief that there is only one God

Moses


The leader who helped the Jews escape from Egypt

Orthodox

Traditional Jews

Passover

The Feast that remembers how God saved his people 




from slavery in Egypt
Persecution

Being treated badly because of your religion or beliefs 

Plagues

Punishments sent by God to the Egyptians

Prophet

People who reveal God’s will to others

Psalms

Poems in the Jewish scriptures

Rabbi


Jewish leader or teacher
Reform

More modern thinking Jews

Shabbat

Sabbath/Saturday, the Jewish holy day or day of rest

Schechita

The prescribed way to butcher an animal

Schul


Jewish word for school held in the synagogue

Scroll


A parchment containing the words of the Torah

Seder Meal

The special meal eaten at the Feast of Passover

Shalom

Peace

Shamash

The lighter candle used on a Menorah / Hanukkiyah

Shatnez

Law forbidding wool and linen being mixed in clothing

Sofer


The person who makes handwritten copies of the Torah

Star of David
The most important Jewish symbol, a 6-pointed star
Synagogue

Jewish place of worship
Tallit


Prayer robe worn by men in the synagogue

Tefillin

Black leather boxes containing parts of the Torah

Temple

The most important place of worship for Jews

Tenakh

Name for the Jewish scriptures

Ten Commandments  The Laws God gave to Moses on Mount Sinai
Torah


The five Jewish holy books of the law / teaching:



Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy

Treyfah

Food that Jews are forbidden to eat

Yad


The pointer used to follow the text on a Torah scroll
