BUDDHIST LANGUAGE

Two different languages are used to translate Buddhist terms into English. This will account for the discrepancies found in the spelling of certain well-known words in Buddhism.

Pali is the language used to translate the oldest texts – or canon – of Buddhist writings into English. It is also the liturgical language used in Theravada Buddhism.

Sanskrit is a classical Indian language which is used in Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism and other Indian traditions.

Here are some examples of how each language translates some of the most common terms used in Buddhism.

Sanskrit



Pali
Nirvana



Nibbana

Karma



Kamma




Dharma



Dhamma

Siddartha



Siddatta

