Spelling Strategies

If you are unsure about how to spell a word there are several strategies you could try:

· Write out the word then:

LOOK and THINK


COVER and SAY



WRITE and CHECK

· Invent a mnemonic for all or part of the word.  For example:
 
Because- Big Elephants Cry And Upset Small Elephants

Necessary- Never Eat Cheese Eat Sausage Sandwiches And Remain       Young

· See a small word in a longer word.  For example:
Hear

Leicester

young

capacity


· Deliberately mispronounce the word.  For example:
Wed-nes-day
Feb-ru-ary

fri-end
no-thing

· Look for the root of the word.  For example:
Knowledge- know

Musician- music

· Sound out the syllables.  For example:
Yes-ter-day

hos-pit-al

dis-in-fect-ant

· Make several tries in rough until the word looks right.  For example:
Becose

becase

becouse

because
· Use a dictionary you are familiar with.  It is a good idea to use your own dictionary and keep it in your school bag.
Types of Letters

There are two types of letters, vowels and consonants.

Vowels are the letters a, e, i, o, u.

Consonants are all other letters.  Most words have at least one vowel in them.

Words to Watch out for

Accept-take






Know- to be sure

Expect- What you think will happen


Now- at this moment

Except- everything but




No- The opposite of yes


Threw- past tense of throw



Bought- past tense of buy

Through- to go out the other side


Brought- past tense of bring


Our- what belongs to us




Weather- rain, snow etc.

Are- all other meanings




Whether- if, making a choice


There- place






Who’s- who is?

They’re- they are





Whose- who owns?


Their- belonging to them

Knot- something you tie




I before E except after C

Not- What things aren’t





Part 1
Target 1- Words ending in 
–ss
-ff
-ll

Write each of these words out three times.

	cuff
	
	
	

	huff
	
	
	

	dull
	
	
	

	pull
	
	
	

	miss
	
	
	

	moss
	
	
	

	full
	
	
	

	boss
	
	
	

	skull
	
	
	

	kiss
	
	
	

	mess
	
	
	

	stuff
	
	
	


Target 2- adding
-ed  and  -ing

To add an ending to a word, first find the last vowel in the word.  If there is more than one consonant after it then you can simply add the normal ending.  If there is only one consonant, you usually double it before adding the ending.

Use this rule to add the correct endings to the following words.
-ed

huff + ed = huffed


map + p + ed = mapped

pull ___________


jam ___________

kiss ___________


tan ___________

miss ___________


zip ___________

link ___________


sort ___________

-ing

land + ing = landing


kid + d + ing = kidding

fill ___________


jam ____________

stand __________


quit ____________

Write a sentence for each of the following words:

1. Skull- ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Boss- 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Mess-

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Kidding-

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Target 3- Apostrophes

Apostrophes are used to show where a letter or letters have been missed out.   For example I am becomes I’m, the apostrophe shows where the letter ‘a’ would go.

Fill in the missing parts of this table.

	Long form
	Missing letter(s)
	Shortened form

	he is
	i
	he’s

	they are
	a
	

	she will
	w, i
	

	have not
	
	

	does not
	
	

	
	o
	don’t

	
	h, a
	should’ve

	
	
	could’ve

	might have
	
	

	must not
	
	

	I would
	w, o, u, l
	I’d

	we are
	
	

	
	
	weren’t


Target 4- Common words

Copy out each of these words three times.

	they
	
	

	these
	
	

	does 
	
	

	Doesn’t
	
	


Target 5- -st and –tch words
Copy these words out three times each.

	step
	
	
	

	stand
	
	
	

	cost
	
	
	

	best
	
	
	

	test
	
	
	

	lost
	
	
	

	catch
	
	
	

	fetch
	
	
	

	thatch
	
	
	

	match
	
	
	

	watch
	
	
	

	witch
	
	
	

	which
	
	
	

	nothing
	
	
	


Target 6 

Quiz- all of the answers have –th or –st in the word

1. Knit it, don’t drop it. (st) _______________

2. Pass this to drive. (st) ________________

3. 3rd. (th) ________________

4. A red light may mean this. (st) ___________________

5. Not fat. (th) _________________

6. Fall with a loud bang (th) ________________

7. Don’t move- keep (st) __________________

8. Comes after lightning (th) ________________

9. Get on your feet (st) ___________________

Part 2

Target 7- -ck and –le

Copy these words three times each.

	back
	
	
	

	lick
	
	
	

	peck
	
	
	

	shock
	
	
	

	thick
	
	
	

	stuck
	
	
	

	little
	
	
	

	middle
	
	
	

	apple
	
	
	

	stumble
	
	
	

	puzzle
	
	
	

	bubble
	
	
	

	ankle
	
	
	

	castle
	
	
	

	tangle
	
	
	

	jumble
	
	
	

	puddle
	
	
	

	candle
	
	
	

	people
	
	
	

	uncle
	
	
	


Write a sentence for each of the following words:

1. Shock
2. Little 

3. Middle
4. Stumble
5. Uncle
6. Puddle
Target 8- disappearing ‘e’

To add –ing to words ending in ‘e’, you must take away the ‘e’ first.  Fill in the rest of this table.

	puzzle
	puzzling

	cackle
	cackling

	stumble
	

	fumble
	

	handle
	

	crumble
	


Target 9- Commonly used words
Write these words out three times each.

	grey
	
	
	

	friend
	
	
	


Target 10- Commonly used words
Write these words three times each.

	could
	
	
	

	would
	
	
	

	should
	
	
	

	because
	
	
	

	beautiful
	
	
	


Target 11- Numbers

Fill in the blanks in this table

	One
	first
	1st
	Eleven
	eleventh
	11th

	Two
	
	2nd
	Twelve
	twelfth
	12th

	Three
	
	
	Thirteen
	
	

	Four
	fourth
	
	Fourteen
	
	

	Five
	
	
	Fifteen
	
	

	Six
	
	
	Sixteen
	
	

	Seven
	
	
	Seventeen
	
	

	Eight
	
	
	Eighteen
	
	

	Nine
	
	
	Nineteen
	
	

	ten
	
	
	twenty
	twentieth
	


Target 12- Two, Too and To

Two is the number- We bought two tickets.

Too means also- You can come too.

Too also means more than enough- It is too hot.

To is used all other times- We are going to the shop.

Fill in the blanks:

1. He walks _______________ school every day.

2. I will meet you at ______________ o’clock.

3. We are ___________ late to go to the match.

Target 11- words ending in –y

by
fly
my
cry
spy
why

Fill in the table below to learn how to spell the present and past tense of these verbs ending in –y.

Present tense- usually you take away the –y and add –ies.

Past tense- usually you take away the –y and add –ied.

	Verb
	Present Tense
	Past Tense

	try
	tries
	tried

	cry
	cries
	cried

	dry
	
	

	fry
	
	

	fly
	
	flew

	spy
	
	


Target 12- Months of the Year
Write out each of the months of the year.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Target 13- ‘there’, ‘their’ and ‘they’re’

Remember:




There- refers to a place
Their- belonging to them

They’re- they are

Complete the following sentences with there, their or they’re.

1. Look over ____________.

2. I can hear ___________ voices.

3. ____________ coming home today.

4. ___________ is a tree in __________ garden.

5. Are our friends here?  No, ___________ on ___________ way.

Part 3
Target 14- ‘ee’ and ‘ea’

Write each word out three times.

	ee

	tree
	
	
	

	free
	
	
	

	see
	
	
	

	green
	
	
	

	three
	
	
	

	agree
	
	
	

	screen
	
	
	

	fourteen
	
	
	

	street
	
	
	

	ea

	team
	
	
	

	cream
	
	
	

	dream
	
	
	

	leaf
	
	
	

	each
	
	
	

	cheat
	
	
	

	treat
	
	
	

	steam
	
	
	

	read
	
	
	

	teach
	
	
	

	great
	
	
	

	eat
	
	
	


Remember- See = to see something with your eyes
Sea= the ocean

Target 15- Adding –ing to a verb
When a verb ends in ‘e’, we usually take away the ‘e’ before adding the –ing.

Add –ing to these verbs and write them under the correct heading in the table.

	Verb
	Add -ing
	Drop the ‘e’ then add 

-ing

	look
	looking
	-

	use
	-
	using

	hope
	
	

	walk
	
	

	live
	
	

	go
	
	

	bite
	
	

	draw
	
	

	come
	
	

	write
	
	

	fight
	
	

	grumble
	
	

	fly
	
	

	handle
	
	

	read
	
	


Target 16- Words with ‘ar’ and ‘or’ in them.

Write each of these words out three times.

	ar

	start
	
	
	

	startle
	
	
	

	startling
	
	
	

	spark
	
	
	

	sparkle
	
	
	

	sparkling
	
	
	

	part
	
	
	

	varnish
	
	
	

	or

	snore
	
	
	

	snoring
	
	
	

	short
	
	
	

	storm
	
	
	

	sort
	
	
	

	assortment
	
	
	

	fork
	
	
	

	fortune
	
	
	


Target 17- words with ‘igh’ in them.

These words all have a silent ‘gh’ in them.  Write out the ones which have a silent ‘gh’.
HIGH

SIGH

THIGH

LIGHT

RIGHT

SIGHT

MIGHT

NIGHT

FIGHT

TIGHT

BRIGHT

FLIGHT

FRIGHT

KNIGHT

FRIGHTEN

LIGHTEN

TIGHTEN

HEIGHTEN

HEIGHT

WEIGHT
Copy each of these words out three times.

	high
	
	
	

	height
	
	
	

	weight
	
	
	

	light
	
	
	

	bright
	
	
	

	sight
	
	
	

	night
	
	
	

	fright
	
	
	


Target 18- ‘oi’ and ‘oy’

	oi
	oy

	foil
	soil
	boy
	joy

	coin
	point
	toy
	royal

	noise
	poison
	employ
	convoy

	toilet
	voice
	annoy
	destroy


Copy these words out three times each.

	joy
	
	
	

	enjoy
	
	
	

	enjoyment
	
	
	

	point
	
	
	

	disappoint
	
	
	

	disappointment
	
	
	

	employ
	
	
	

	unemployed
	
	
	

	unemployment
	
	
	


Part 4

Target 19- ‘here’ and ‘hear’

Here= the place

Hear= what you do with your ear.

Fill in the blanks with ‘here’ or ‘hear’.

1. I can _________ the clock ticking.

2. We will meet __________ tonight.

3. I could ________ the noise ________.

Target 20- ‘ai’ and ‘ay’
Copy each of these words out three times.

	ai

	paint
	
	
	

	said
	
	
	

	explain
	
	
	

	afraid
	
	
	

	waist
	
	
	

	train
	
	
	

	tail
	
	
	

	against
	
	
	

	ay

	day
	
	
	

	Monday
	
	
	

	betray
	
	
	

	holiday
	
	
	

	May
	
	
	

	display
	
	
	

	away
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	
	
	


Write a sentence using each of these words.

1. Explain
2. Afraid 

3. Against
4. Holiday
5. Away
6. Wednesday
Target 21- Question words
Write a sentence using each of these question words.  Remember to use question marks.

1. Why
2. What 

3. Where
4. When
5. Which
6. Who
7. Whose
Target 22- Words ending in –ow, -aw and –ew

Look at each of these words.  Get someone to test you to see if you know how to spell them, tick the ones you get right.  Learn any you do not know.

	-ow
	-aw
	-ew

	blow
	saw
	few

	throw
	straw
	new

	show
	draw
	renew

	narrow
	prawn
	renewal

	elbow
	awful
	threw

	yellow
	law
	knew


Target 23- ‘Where’, ‘wear’ and ‘were’

Where= the place

Wear= when you have clothes on

Were= past tense of the verb ‘to be’

Fill the blanks in the sentences with ‘where’, ‘wear’ and ‘were’.

1. ___________ have you been?

2. We __________ buying some sweets.

3. His coat was beginning to ________ out.

4. If I __________ you I would say sorry.

5. I wish we ________ on holiday now.

6. It was a place __________ you could ________ what you wanted.
7. If only they _________ here now.

Target 24- ‘oa’ and ‘oo’

Copy each of these words three times.

	oa

	coat
	
	
	

	toast
	
	
	

	coast
	
	
	

	float
	
	
	

	boat
	
	
	

	coach
	
	
	

	approach
	
	
	

	roast
	
	
	

	oo

	zoo
	
	
	

	soon
	
	
	

	broom
	
	
	

	afternoon
	
	
	

	boot
	
	
	

	spoon
	
	
	

	balloon
	
	
	

	cartoon
	
	
	


Target 25- ‘ir’ and ‘ur’

Copy each of these words out three times.

	ir

	sir
	
	
	

	third
	
	
	

	blackbird
	
	
	

	first
	
	
	

	girl
	
	
	

	ur

	burn
	
	
	

	curse
	
	
	

	murder
	
	
	

	nurse
	
	
	

	church
	
	
	

	purple
	
	
	


Part 5
Target 26- ‘ou’, ‘er’ and ‘per

	-ou
	-er
	-per

	loud
	river
	person

	ground
	clever
	perform

	house
	winter
	perhaps

	count
	nerve
	period

	doubt
	shelter
	perfume


Get someone to test you on these words and tick the ones you can spell.
Copy out each of these words three times.

	thousand
	
	
	

	permanent
	
	
	

	perform
	
	
	

	brother
	
	
	

	mountain
	
	
	

	personal
	
	
	

	thermometer
	
	
	

	amount
	
	
	

	trousers
	
	
	


Target 27- Commonly used words

Copy these words out three times each.

	laugh
	
	
	

	caught
	
	
	

	daughter
	
	
	

	very
	
	
	

	every
	
	
	


Target 28- ‘ow’, ‘au’ and ‘oo’

Write down the meaning of all of these words.

	drown
	

	howl
	

	crowd
	

	brown
	

	pause
	

	autumn
	

	haunt
	

	cause
	

	shook
	

	cartoon
	

	understood
	

	looking
	


Write each of these words out three times each.

	drown
	
	
	

	howl
	
	
	

	pause
	
	
	

	autumn
	
	
	

	haunt
	
	
	

	cause
	
	
	

	shook
	
	
	

	understood
	
	
	


Target 29- Making plurals from words ending in –y

Remember- 
Singular= one of a thing e.g. chair.




Plural= more than one of a thing e.g. chairs.

To make a plural of a word ending in –y, usually you take away the –y and add –ies.

Fill in this table to make these words into plurals.

	Singular (ends in –y)
	Plural (ends in –ies)

	cry
	cries

	poppy
	

	party
	

	berry
	

	industry
	

	factory
	

	body
	


Target 30- Magic ‘e’

Magic ‘e’ makes a vowel sound different; it makes the same sound as the name of the letter.

For example:
hat



hate




cut



cute




cod



code




pip



pipe

Underline the words that contain magic ‘e’.  Get someone to test you on these words and tick all the ones that you can spell.  Learn the ones that you don’t know.

scrap

scrape

rod


rode


strode

tubs

tubes

perfume

alone


alive

shine

shin


rid


ride


pride

escape
trap


snake

outside

excuse

eve

evening

envelope

ham


game

complete


athlete

telescope

Target 31- ‘Weather’ and ‘whether’
Weather= rain, snow etc.

Whether= If, making a choice

Complete the sentence using ‘whether’ or ‘weather’

1. I hope the _____________ improves.

2. She didn’t know ___________ to go or not.

3. He wondered ___________ it was raining.

Target 32- ‘who’s’ and ‘whose’

Who’s= who is? 


Whose= who owns?

Completes these sentences with ‘whose’ or ‘who’s’.

1. ____________ going to tell him?

2. ____________ coat is that?

3. ____________ going to sing next?

4. I know _________ house it is.

5. __________ going to tell me ________ to blame?

Part 6

Target 33- ‘ce’, ‘ci’ and ‘cy’

An ‘e’, ‘i’ or ‘y’ after a ‘c’ gives it an‘s’ sound, like in face, circle.

Copy each of these words three times.

	ce

	ice
	
	
	

	fence
	
	
	

	Price
	
	
	

	voice
	
	
	

	parcel
	
	
	

	certain
	
	
	

	ci

	city
	
	
	

	excite
	
	
	

	pencil
	
	
	

	cigar
	
	
	

	cy

	cycle
	
	
	

	fancy
	
	
	

	bicycle
	
	
	


Target 34- ‘no’, ‘know’ and ‘now’

Know= to be sure of a fact

No= the opposite of yes



Now= at this moment

Complete these sentences with ‘no’, ‘know’ and ‘now’

1. I ___________ what you want to say.

2. There are __________ biscuits in the cupboard.

3. I need the key ________!

4. You __________ what to do.

5. _________ way!  I won’t go.

Target 35- ‘ge’, ‘gi’, ‘gy’

An ‘e’, ‘i’ or ‘y’ after a ‘g’ gives it a ‘j’ sound, like in danger, or age

Copy each of these words out three times.

	ge

	cage
	
	
	

	stage
	
	
	

	village
	
	
	

	bandage
	
	
	

	gentle
	
	
	

	change
	
	
	

	gi

	ginger
	
	
	

	giant
	
	
	

	imagine
	
	
	

	gy

	energy
	
	
	

	gym
	
	
	

	gymnastics
	
	
	

	biology
	
	
	


Target 36- Commonly used words

Copy each of these words three times.

	enough
	
	
	

	through
	
	
	

	though
	
	
	

	emergency
	
	
	


Target 37- ‘bought’ and ‘brought’

Brought= the past tense of bring.
Bought= past tense of buy.

Fill in the blanks with ‘bought’ or ‘brought’.

1. She___________ the book to school.

2. Jim __________ some new shoes.

3. I ___________ a new bag from the shop.

4. I __________ a new coat yesterday and I have ___________ it to show you.

Target 38- Silent letters

Some words have silent letters: 
b
w
k
g

Underline the silent letters in these words.

comb


write


knit


gnome

climb


wrap


know


knee

thumb

knot


wrong

wrap

limb


knock

wrist


gnat

bomb


lamb


knowledge

wreck

Copy the following words three times each.
	know
	
	
	

	ledge
	
	
	

	knowledge
	
	
	

	wrist
	
	
	

	thumb
	
	
	

	bomb
	
	
	

	wrap
	
	
	

	climb
	
	
	

	gnome
	
	
	

	wriggle
	
	
	

	answer
	
	
	

	wrong
	
	
	


Part 7
Target 39- ‘ea’

Write each of these words three times.

	head
	
	
	

	earth
	
	
	

	instead
	
	
	

	steady
	
	
	

	heavy
	
	
	

	healthy
	
	
	

	pleasant
	
	
	

	measure
	
	
	

	learning
	
	
	

	search
	
	
	

	earthquake
	
	
	


Target 40- ‘threw’ and ‘through’

Threw= past tense of throw


Through= to go in one side and out the other.

Fill in the blanks using ‘threw’ or ‘through’.

1. The train went _____________ the tunnel.

2. Vicky ___________ the letter in the bin.

3. The girl __________ the ball in the net.

4. Zaheer __________ the ball __________ the window.

Target 41- ‘not’ and ‘knot’
Not= what things are not.

Knot= Something you tie.

Fill in the blanks using ‘not’ or ‘knot’.

1. The taxi was __________ there.

2. Andrew tied a ___________ in the rope.

3. The _________ was so tightly tied, I could __________ undo it.

Target 42- Plurals of words ending in ‘f’

Complete the rest of this table.

	Singular (ends in f)
	Plural (ends in ----?)

	One half
	Two halves

	One loaf
	Two loaves

	One shelf
	Two shel_____

	One calf
	Two


What is the rule for spelling plurals of words ending in ‘f’?

Target 43- Words ending in –sure and –ture
Copy each of these words three times.

	-sure

	measure
	
	
	

	treasure
	
	
	

	pleasure
	
	
	

	closure
	
	
	

	leisure
	
	
	

	exposure
	
	
	

	-ture

	picture
	
	
	

	mixture
	
	
	

	fracture
	
	
	

	puncture
	
	
	

	structure
	
	
	

	manufacture
	
	
	


Write sentences using each of the following words.

1. Measure
2. Leisure
3. Mixture
4. Fracture
Target 44- Commonly used words

Copy each of these words three times.

	beauty
	
	
	

	beautiful
	
	
	

	success
	
	
	

	successful
	
	
	


Part 8

Target 45- ‘ch’ and ‘ph’

Write each of these words three times.

	Ch (words where ‘ch’ has a ‘k’ sound)

	chemist
	
	
	

	chemistry
	
	
	

	mechanic
	
	
	

	echo
	
	
	

	stomach
	
	
	

	ache
	
	
	

	Ph (Words where ‘ph’ has an ‘f’ sound)

	photograph
	
	
	

	telephone
	
	
	

	alphabet
	
	
	

	elephant
	
	
	

	phantom
	
	
	

	physics
	
	
	


Write down the meanings of the following words:

	echo
	

	mechanic
	

	alphabet
	

	phantom
	


Target 46- ‘i before e, except after c’

The ‘ee’ sound in some words is usually spelt ‘ie’, however, if the ‘ee’ sound comes after the letter ‘c’, then it is spelled ‘ei’.  Remember the rule ‘i before e, except after c.


field


relief

brief


chief

thief

receipt

ceiling

niece

piece


achieve

receive

deceive

Complete these words with ‘ie’ or ‘ei’ using the rule ‘I before e except after c’.

bel_ _ve


dec_ _t

c_ _ling

ch_ _f

ach_ _ve


br_ _f

conc_ _t

rec_ _ved

p_ _ce


n_ _ce

Target 47- Words ending in –ous, -ious and –cious

Copy these words three times each.

	-ous

	joyous
	
	
	

	dangerous
	
	
	

	nervous
	
	
	

	enormous
	
	
	

	-ious

	serious
	
	
	

	curious
	
	
	

	anxious
	
	
	

	furious
	
	
	

	mysterious
	
	
	

	-cious

	vicious
	
	
	

	conscious
	
	
	

	precious
	
	
	

	delicious
	
	
	

	unconscious
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