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An information booklet for pupils entering S3 in 2022




The story so far ….
During your second year in Airdrie Academy, you have experienced a broad general education, studying a wide range of subjects, covering eight areas of the curriculum.  You have continued where you finished S1, gaining more experience in subjects you know well.  You have also experienced some new subjects and learned new skills.

So, what’s next?

In S3, you will still have a broad general education, but you will make some choices of subjects to make up your courses for S3.  This booklet contains information about each subject to help you make these choices.

Please read it carefully before you make any choices.  If you are not clear about any subject you should ask your teacher.

Please remember …..
The subjects you choose will make up your course of study for S3 and possibly S4.  So, make sure you choose carefully and discuss your choices fully with your Pupil Support Teacher when you are invited to a meeting.

What happens after S3?

From the subjects you study in S3, you will continue with 7 of these in S4, including English and Maths.  Pupils will sit national examinations during S4, S5 and S6, with progression through National 4, National 5, Highers and Advanced Highers (some Highers and Advanced Highers may be available only in some other schools).  We will give you more information about courses and examinations before you make choices of subjects for S4 and beyond.



Achieve

What is it?

Prince’s Trust is a charity that supports young people. 
The Prince’s Trust Achieve program gives young people the opportunity to develop the skills and confidence needed to succeed in education. They will develop transferable skills and knowledge they need for the world of work.  Focusing particularly on literacy, language numeracy and ICT skills.



What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?

The Achieve course is delivered through individual tasks or group work.  The group work through a number of units including career planning, presentation skills, team work skills, enterprise and community projects.  There is flexibility within the course which allows the group to include topics they are interested in. 

In S4 pupils work towards a certificate in Personal Development and Employability Skills.  This award is recognised with in the Scottish Credit and Qualification Framework.  The Group usually work towards SCQF level 4 - this level is equivalent to National 4.



Is it for you?

If you would like to develop your skills, confidence and independence whilst working as part of a group and undertaking a variety of interesting challenges then Achieve is the course for you.


Art & Design

What is it?

Art and Design consists of 3 main areas:
Expressive: creating works of art in areas such as portraiture, still life and printmaking.
Design: learning how to follow a brief to invent and make new products.
Critical Studies: evaluating the work of other artists and designers.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
Each year you will undertake an in-depth design project in an area such as jewellery, ceramics, lighting or fashion.  You will produce several portrait and still life pieces using a variety of different techniques and materials.  You will also learn about and analyse the works of famous artists and designers.  Towards the end of S4, the best of your design and expressive work will be sent to SQA for marking, and you will be tested on your ability to evaluate artists’ and designers’ work through a written question paper.

Is it for you?

Art and Design is for pupils who enjoy drawing, making things and being creative, but understand that this involves concentration and hard work.  Art and Design is not just for those who want to be artists or designers, as the subject helps develop creative thinking and problem solving skills that can be applied in many other career areas.



Biology

What is it?

In Biology you will learn how living things work and how they react with each other.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
Working with microscopes and dissecting real organs is part of what you do to find out more about living things.  Doing experiments and discussing what they tell you as well as researching using the internet are all part of the Biology course in S3/4.

Is it for you?

It is for you if you are considering a career in the medical profession (doctor, nurse, dentist, vet, pharmacist, physiotherapist etc.); forensics; sports science; marine biology and a whole host of other interesting occupations.


Business Management
What is it?
We come into contact with businesses on a regular basis in our daily lives. The S3/4 Business Management course will enable you to understand how businesses are set up, how they operate and the business activities they are involved in. Business Management provides students with the knowledge and skills necessary to understand what happens in the world of business.
What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will have the opportunity to develop important skills such as problem solving, communication, planning and organising. You will learn through real-life business contexts what businesses do. Looking at different business organisations, how businesses tell consumers about their products and different systems businesses use to produce goods. Also looking at business laws and financial records.
Is it for you?
These skills are valuable in a wide range of career sectors but are particularly useful if you are interested in entering the world of business — whether as a manager, employee or self-employed person. Career pathways could be in Administration, Banking, Marketing, Human Resources and many more!



Chemistry

What is it?

In Chemistry you will learn how we benefit from all of the chemical reactions that go on around us every day.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will do  many experiments using a wide variety of chemicals and special equipment, then discuss how each is used by Chemists to make products that we use every day e.g. perfumes, toothpaste, cleaning products etc.  Looking at the properties of acids and alkalis and the reactions of metals helps us understand the world around us and the chemical reactions that help develop it.

Is it for you?

It is for you if you are considering a career in the medical profession (doctor, nurse, dentist, vet, pharmacist, physiotherapist etc.); forensics; sports science; chemical engineering, aerospace and energy industries and a whole host of other interesting occupations.




Classical Studies (Life in Ancient Greece & Rome)

What is it?
In Classical Studies you will study everyday life and culture in two of the most important ancient civilisations the world has known – Ancient Greece and Rome. You will study topics such as religion in ancient Athens and Pompeii – the gods and the myths. You will also investigate aspects of everyday home life, work and leisure in ancient Athens and Pompeii. What was it like to be a citizen of Athens and why did Pompeii lie hidden for 1,700 years untouched before it was rediscovered? You will also study themes, both ancient and modern, contained in one of the greatest stories ever told, Homer’s Odyssey.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
Throughout S3 and S4, pupils will study Life in Classical Athens (Life in Classical Greece), Everyday Life in Ancient Pompeii (Life in Ancient Rome) and the wonderful monster-filled tale of Homer’s Odyssey (Classical Literature).

Is it for you?
The study of Classics will take you on a journey of discovery into the depths of everyday life in the ancient world.
Through active learning and educational excursions, the study of Classics will allow you to gain a knowledge and understanding of the classical Greek and Roman civilisations by comparing and contrasting these societies with the modern world.




Computing Science

What is it?

This is a fun course where ICT skills are updated and you will become proficient in using web creation/database software as well as the challenge of programming computers using Livecode.


What do you do in this subject during S3?

You will improve research skills using the internet.  Presentation skills will be updated using the latest in presentation software.  You will be confident in creating multimedia websites, right up to National 4/5 level.  Computing theory will also be learned in preparation for National 4/5 Computing Science, including computing security threats, legal implications and environmental impact.


Is it for you?

If you wish to improve computing skills and knowledge of the place of computing technology in modern society. Computational thinking through computing science will help with problem solving.
It is both fun and challenging.

Design and Manufacture
Faculty of Creative and Digital Technologies: Technical department
What is it?
This course involves written and practical work about designing and making things like when you made your jewellery box or coat hook.
What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will learn how to solve problems for people using creativity and imagination. You will learn about the design process and how to think about products and environments. You will also learn about how things are made and what they are made of! You will also have to learn about some graphics like colours and what they mean and different drawing styles. You will communicate in words and pictures. You will make models of the items you design.
Is it for you?
Pupils will do well in this subject if they enjoy drawing and being imaginative. An interest in technology is also essential. You will enjoy this course if you enjoy making models. Good language skills are important in this course.



Drama and Theatre Technology

What is it?
This is a two year course, which starts with an introductory unit.  The unit will familiarise those students who are choosing drama for the first time since S1 and act as a revision exercise for those who have already studied the subject in S2.  The unit will then lead into the National 4/5 Units.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
All students follow the Nat 5 course but will have the opportunity to change their presentation level to Nat 4 or Nat 3 if and when appropriate.  Students work by outcome and at their own level using differentiated materials.  Unit tests comprise both practical and written exams at the end of and during each unit.  Evidence of course work is recorded in a unit booklet and logbook.  The course focuses on aspects of theatre production and practical investigation of drama including texts.  The students explore all aspects of theatrical concepts and all must specialize in the study and techniques of one of the following; acting, directing, set design, props, make-up and costume design, lighting and sound technology.
The final exam consists of a written paper and a practical exam, which is externally examined and a folio, which is sent to the SQA prior to the exam.

Is it for you?
Careers might include working in Theatre, television and film production, Law, teaching, event management, creative industries and any career involving communication and team work.



Engineering Science
Faculty of Creative and Digital Technologies: Technical department
What is it?
This course involves written and practical work about technology. It is a continuation from work you may have done on Yenka, building pneumatics or creating logic circuits.
What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will learn how to use lots of real technology like electronics, mechanical systems (gears, levers and structures), programmable technologies, pneumatics and energy sources. This will include simulating on computer and building practical circuits.
Is it for you?
Pupils will do well in this subject if they have an interest in how modern technology works. You will have to be good at Maths. If you are interested in engineering of any kind, technology or even Physics, this course is for you.










English

What is it?
For the vast majority it is what we speak, read, write and listen to.  It is how we communicate and make sense of the world around us.  English is about thinking, discussing, reading and writing.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
During the course you will develop your language skills.  This means you will listen to, read and study a wide range of texts – stories, plays, poems and media.
You will write stories, poems, plays, film & TV scripts using the knowledge and skills in understanding narratives and imagery.  You will continue to work to improve your punctuation and spelling and to write meaningful sentences.

Is it for you?
English is for everyone.  It is how we speak to and communicate with each other.  There is no avoiding it.  But it should be interesting, entertaining, and fun!


French and Spanish
Modern Languages Department

What is it?
Learning another language is an extremely valuable life skill to have.  Communication skills are highly valued in the business world and in the travel & tourism industry.  
Learning a foreign language opens up your opportunities for work both within the UK and elsewhere, as well as increasing multi-cultural awareness and interaction. It has been scientifically proven that learning a second language is good for your brain longer term. In addition, understanding how a foreign language works will improve your level of literacy in English.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
Your language learning will form a similar structure to that of S1 and S2 with continued interactive lessons. You will build on your knowledge of vocabulary and grammar so that your four language skills - Talking, Reading, Listening and Writing will improve. You will improve your level of vocabulary in various topics like Technology, Holidays, Education & Employment, Foreign Films, Health, Food & Drink as well as participating in cultural activities in and out of school. 

Is it for you?
If you are motivated then you can learn to speak a foreign language.  It is a very enjoyable and worthwhile experience to spend time in another country and to be able to communicate using the language of that country. If you enjoy interactive classes, want to become an effective communicator, build your confidence and open up opportunities for work and travel, then learning a language is for you! 

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head.  If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.” - Nelson Mandela
Geography

What is it?
In Geography, you will learn about the Earth and its people.  You will be exposed to the devastating effects of volcanoes and earthquakes, learn how to predict the weather, find out more about glaciers and how to protect the environment.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
Throughout S3 and S4, pupils will study Volcanoes, Tropical Storms, Earthquakes, Glaciation, Weather, Urban and Rural life, Population and Disease.

Is it for you?
Geography will take you on a whirlwind tour all over the world to explore interesting locations and extraordinary people.
You will gain some ‘hands on’ experience on our varied field trips and enjoy active learning in the classroom.  So, if you want an adventure, then Geography is for you!


Graphic Communication
Faculty of Creative and Digital Technologies: Technical department
What is it?
This course involves making images on paper and on the computer. The images will be of everyday objects. Sometimes you will have to create these images from scratch, sometimes you will be manipulating other people’s work.
What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will learn to draw in different ways to show objects from lots of different angles, sometimes on computer, other times by hand. You will learn to use computers to make 3 dimensional models of everyday objects. You will learn about colour and its use in communication. You will learn how to make drawn objects look realistic using light and texture. You will learn to use different materials like marker pens and pastels. You will learn about graphic design and poster design. You will learn to use different software packages like Inventor, Photoshop and Publisher.
Is it for you?
Pupils will do well in this subject if they enjoy drawing. Using computers is a big part of this course. Pupils will enjoy this subject if they enjoy making posters. Pupils who like to think logically and are good at maths will do well in this subject. If you are interested in graphic design or architecture, this course is for you.






Health and Food Technology

Technology faculty:  Home Economics department

What is it?
This course offers you the chance to link your knowledge of food with practical activities.  You will learn through a variety of methods, including design and make exercises, research and theory behind the practical work being done.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
The course is divided into 3 units:
· Food for Health.  You will learn how to make healthy dishes in a safe and hygienic way.  You will develop good practical skills.  You will learn how your health is affected by what you eat and you will investigate the main nutrients needed by your body for good health.
· Food Product Development.  You will learn how to create new food items using a range of ingredients.  You will develop an understanding of why certain ingredients are added to foods.
· Food Technology.  You will learn how to make a selection of dishes using new and interesting kitchen equipment.  You will develop an understanding of recent developments in technology and how they can benefit food preparation and cooking.

Is it for you?
To do well in this subject you will need to be interested in carrying out investigations to find solutions to problems linked to diet and health.  You should be keen to carry out research to then design and make your own food products.  You should be motivated to learn in both practical and theory lessons.


History

What is it?
In History, you will learn about some of the most interesting and shocking events and peoples of the past. From the horrors of the slave trade and the struggle to end it, the reasons behind Hitler’s rise to power in Germany to the horrors of trench warfare during World War One.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
Throughout S3 and S4, pupils will study World War One, The Atlantic Slave Trade and Nazi Germany.

Is it for you?
The study of History will take you on a journey of discovery into the depths of the past.
Through active learning and educational excursions, the study of History will allow you to better understand issues affecting our lives today through the lessons learned from the past.
Mathematics

What is it?
Mathematics is the study of number, shape, space and change.  Finding patterns, formulating new ideas, and discovering truth are central to Mathematics.  It is through Maths that we can understand and make sense of the world around us.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
In S3/4 you will build on what you have learned in S1 & S2 and continue to learn about Mathematics and its place in the world around us.  Your skills in Numeracy, Algebra and Shape will be further developed as you delve deeper into the Mathematical content.  Throughout the course you will learn how to solve problems in familiar and unfamiliar real-life situations and link the Maths you are learning to your other subjects.

Pupils will be placed in classes suitable to their ability.  Your progress will be assessed throughout S3 and S4 using class tests and project work.

Is it for you?
Yes! Every pupil at Airdrie Academy does Maths in S3 and S4.  You should find Maths relevant, challenging and, of course, good fun!


Media Studies

What is it?
Media is about understanding and interpreting the vast array of messages that surround us every day in film, television, music, newspapers, magazines, the internet, gaming, advertising…

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will develop your understanding of what are called the key concepts of media and how these concepts help us to understand and interpret a variety of media products. This will involve studying and analysing a number of media texts of different forms.
You will also have the chance to explore the more practical side of the media industry by experiencing different opportunities to create media products.

Is it for you?
Media is for everyone.  It is about how we understand and interpret the messages that we interact with every day and learning about how not to be manipulated by them!







Modern Studies

What is it?
Modern Studies helps you to understand political and social life in Scotland, the UK and internationally. You will learn about current events and issues happening in the world today that affect all of our lives from local issues like crime in Airdrie and Scotland to international issues like poverty and conflict.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
Throughout S3 and S4, Modern Studies pupils will investigate themes such as inequality, power and conflict through a variety of topics. You will study Crime and the Law, The USA and Democracy.
Through the successful completion of this course, you will develop a range of important skills including: researching, evaluation, decision making, drawing conclusions, constructing detailed arguments and communication.

Is it for you?
Crime, politics, poverty, inequality, Black Lives Matter.  Ever heard adults mention these terms or heard them on television and wanted to know more?  If so, then Modern Studies is the subject for you. Through active learning in the Modern Studies classroom and through excursions and visits by experts, you will be able to discuss, with confidence, all the important and interesting issues of the day.
Pupils can use a qualification in Modern Studies to gain entry to college and University courses e.g. law, journalism, teaching and media studies. Arts and Social Sciences courses particular welcome a Modern Studies qualifications.



Music with Performing

What is it?

The music course is an exciting, creative and practical based course. It is not just for the gifted musician but for anyone who has an interest in learning to play an instrument or sing. Music is an important and valued subject that will allow you to develop life skills such as creativity, communication, discipline, teamwork and the ability to overcome challenges whilst building confidence.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?

In S3 and S4 you will follow an exciting and practical music course which offers flexibility and choice. Pupils who choose the performing route will continue to develop their skills in performing, composing and listening. Some of the activities include group performing, research projects, composing in different styles and learning about music from different cultures.
The music course is suitable for all levels of ability, not only the experienced performer, but for anyone with an interest in the subject.

Is it for you?

In this course you will be able to learn new skills in performing, composing and understanding music based on your own musical interests. You will learn about a variety of styles and cultures through listening and performing, and have opportunities to incorporate this into your work. 



Music Technology

What is it?
Music Technology is an exciting and practical based course which aims to develop transferable skills required for many jobs within media, communications, advertising and sound engineering, both live and within the recording studio. The course develops skills in creativity, co-operative working, problem solving and organisation. 

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will use hardware and software to edit, enhance and manipulate both pre-recorded and invented sounds from a range of sources including your own live recordings. Working individually and in groups you will explore a variety of recording, mixing and editing techniques which can be transferred to a variety of projects. Projects will include; creating dance tracks, audiobooks, computer game sound design, radio shows and others where you will be given the chance to expand your knowledge, skills and confidence working with music technology. 

Is it for you?
Creativity is key and personalisation and choice are offered within each project to allow for pupil centred learning. 
As the course is technology based, no instrumental skills are necessary, however you may choose to incorporate instrumental skills into your work by recording or performing for live recordings.

Physical Education

What is it?
Study of a wide variety of physical activities, including Badminton, Basketball, Hockey, Football, Gymnastics etc. and the development of skills, knowledge and understanding to be an effective performer.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will develop your skill level in a variety of activities. You will learn how to improve skills. You will gain knowledge about tactics and strategies used within games. You will learn how to test, develop and monitor your fitness. This will be achieved through practical and classroom sessions. You will learn how to develop your ability to evaluate performance.
Pupils are required to produce performance evidence in two activities at either national 4 or national 5. All pupils will be assessed in a one off performance (pass or fail) in their best activity – this is known as the National 4 Added Value. National 5 pupils will have an assignment to hand in to SQA worth 60 marks and two one off performances in two activities each to be graded out of 30 to go towards the final overall grade out of 120.
Is it for you?
This course is for pupils who enjoy physical education. It is for pupils who bring kit all the time and are keen to take part. This course is for pupils who appreciate that written work is an important part of the course and understand that it is not just about practical performance. You will get homework. You will be going to a classroom to do written work on a weekly basis. If you are happy with all of these then this course is for you.


Physics

What is it?
Physics is the study of matter and energy and how they interact with each other.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will learn about how sound works and how it can be used in medicine; about electricity and how the devices that you use every day work; and about space and how satellites and spacecraft work.  You will do experiments that help you to get a better understanding of how the world around you works.

Is it for you?
It is for you if you are considering a career in the medical profession (doctor, nurse, dentist, vet, pharmacist, physiotherapist, ophthalmologist etc.); airline pilot, forensics; sports science; engineering and a whole host of other interesting occupations.


Practical Cookery

Technology faculty:  Home Economics department

What is it?
This course is about food preparation and cooking including food safety.  It develops chef skills.  The course focuses on the skills required in the Hospitality industry, such as restaurants and hotels.  The theory behind the practical work is closely linked to the cooking and food preparation that is done in class.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
The main focus of this course is on practical skills.  You will learn through a variety of methods.  These include practical cookery, investigations and the theory behind the practical work being done.
You will learn about food safety and personal and kitchen hygiene so being able to prevent food poisoning.
Assessment will be on-going with a final project that demonstrates your learning.

Is it for you?
If you are interested in food you will enjoy the content of this course.  Likewise you will develop your practical skills to a high standard.  Your knowledge of food will increase.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Practical Woodworking
Faculty of Creative and Digital Technologies: Technical department
What is it?
This course involves mainly practical work, based in the workshop. It is a continuation of the practical work you completed in first and second year.
What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will learn to mark out using different tools. You will also have to shape, join and finish wooden models in a number of different ways. You will develop the ability to read technical drawings and work to strict sizes (+/- 1mm). You will learn to use some of the machinery in the workshop. You will learn to name and describe different materials, tools and processes.
Is it for you?
Pupils will do well in this subject if they enjoy working in a practical environment. You will enjoy this subject if you like making things. If you want to develop practical skills like these or if you enjoy DIY, this course is for you.


           Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies


What is it?
RMPS is concerned with looking at the ‘Big Questions in life’. This means looking at things that affect our day to day lives such as Racism, LGBT & Gender issues, and learning to discuss and express our views in a respectful way.

What do you do in this subject during S3 and S4?
You will look at topics that may affect us all at some point in our lives.
The course is divided into 4 sections:
A Moral Issue - we will look at Conflict. Study the different types of war, what causes it and the impact of it. You will get to decide whether you think war can ever be justified.
A Philosophical Issue - we will study why evil and suffering exists in the world. Does their existence mean there can't be a God? We will consider religious and non-religious responses to the causes of evil and suffering. 
A World Religion - we will look at Hinduism, one of the world's main religions. A religion that's full of colour, festivals and gods - there are over 2 million gods in Hinduism!
A Research Task - as part of this course you will decide on an area that interests you, research it and write  a report. Previous topics have included Racism; Capital Punishment; LGBT issues; and Gender Issues. This is a real opportunity for you to study a topic that you are passionate about.

Is it for you?
RMPS is all about asking the big questions in life - questions that are almost impossible to answer. You will  discuss and debate your views on these topics.
You will be given the opportunity to practise some valuable life skills such as analysis and evaluation. 
You will also develop your critical thinking - which means looking at concepts & topics and deciding if you think it makes sense or not. The course will help develop your ability to research and express your own views on very controversial topics.   Plus, who doesn't like to debate?


