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Senior Phase Options 2024 - 2025

e This booklet gives general information on senior phase school courses
e Read about the courses you are considering and discuss your choices at home.

e Your finalised Option Form should be handed in to your Depute Head no later than Monday
25th March 2024. Your options recorded at your interview will be used for your fimetable
if the final form is returned late.

¢ Note that some subjects listed may not run.

e Check that your selected courses are at the correct level.

S5 Options for 2024 - 2025

Guidelines for pupils - What you need to think about!

1. Leaving school or staying on?

If your decision is to stay on at school think about whether you are likely to stay on for 1 year or
for 2 years. This may influence what subjects you study in S5. Take into consideration what would
be essential to you in going on to a college, or a university, or into employment. As well as essential
subjects there may be other subjects which you enjoy. Also consider that colleges, universities,
and employers prefer to take people who have a range of skills, not just qualifications covering a
narrow area.

If your 16™ birthday is on or before 30 September 2024 you may leave after 30 May 2024. If
your 16™ birthday is between 1 October 2024 and 28 February 2025, the earliest you can leave
school is December 2024. Some pupils who definitely want to leave school at Christmas may be
able to start at College in August instead of school. You can only do this with the school's
permission, and it will depend on what kind of course you want to do, and if you are accepted on the
course. Your pupil support teacher can help you with more information about this, and by arranging
a Careers interview.

2. How many subjects?

All pupils in S5 will follow 5 courses, each subject is studied in greater depth over a longer period
of time, so pupils are timetabled for only 5 courses. Where combinations of subjects are not be
possible, the house DHT will look at subjects offered in the local consortium schools to find the
best progression route for each pupil. Please note that this would mean moving between schools
and potentially disrupting your other courses. Any pupil undertaking a subject at another school
must be committed to completing this subject online. Transport will not be provided by the
local authority to facilitate the delivery of consortium courses.



3. What subjects should I choose?

Everyone chooses English and Maths is expected for all pupils. If you are considering an
alternative to Maths check on your career choice or intended college or university course. Many
college and university courses, and apprenticeships or jobs require a particular level for Maths.

This leaves 3 other subjects. When choosing these take the above points into consideration, and
also think about increasing your ‘employability.” For instance

Are your IT skills at level high enough?

What about being able to work with others?

Creativity is another desirable quality for many different careers.

Some subjects will develop leadership skills.

Consider all the possibilities on the Option Form. Don't dismiss any subject as being 'no use to me.’
Succeeding in a subject and gaining a qualification at a particular level shows you have worked
consistently throughout the session. It shows you have a capacity for learning. It shows you can
work with other people in different ways. Whatever the subject the qualification has equal status
with any other subject at the same level.

Try using www.myworldofwork.co.uk to find out information about careers and subject choices.

Additionally, most College and University websites have good information to guide your subject
choice.

4. Do I understand what all the subjects are?

Most of the subjects listed on the Option Form will be familiar to you, but some are new in the
senior school. A list of subjects is included. Alongside the subject is the name of the Principal
Teacher or the teacher responsible for the subject. This is who you should ask for more
information about the subject. There is plenty of information on the internet. Look at
www.ceg.org.uk/ng (National Qualifications website) for details of every subject at every level.
This site also has links to SQA, careers sites and other useful ones.

5. What level of course do I choose?

Senior school courses are generally at Higher (SCQF level 6) or National 5 (SCQF level 5).
Foundation Apprenticeships are mostly one-year courses starting in S5 (SCQF level 6) and will be
part of your timetabled classes. There is a possibility that you may have to travel to another
school or college for delivery of the theory part but again this will be timetabled in columns D&E.


http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
http://www.ceg.org.uk/nq

The different levels of course are:-
¢ National 5 (SCQF Level 5)

This level is a progression for pupils who have succeeded at National 4. Success at National 5 will
usually allow you to move on to Higher the following year.

e Higher (SCQF Level 6)

To tackle a Higher course in S5, you should have a pass at National 5. In some instances Grade C
will not be enough to move directly into a one year Higher.

o Foundation Apprenticeship (SCQF Level 6)

Applications are required to be admitted onto the FA courses and requirements for each of the
Foundation Apprenticeships can be found in the booklet given out with your options information or
at the following website: apprenticeships.scot/foundation

e HNC (SCQF Level 7)

Pupils who choose these HNC subjects should be aware that they are studying at degree level and
are only available in their S6 choices. They are undertaking the first year of a degree programme
and, if successful, have a guaranteed place on a Higher National Degree (HND) course at SCQF
Level 8 at New College Lanarkshire, which is the equivalent to the second year of a degree
programme.

The information above is intended as a guide. Different subjects have different requirements.
Please read the options information for each subject you are interested in.

Principal Teachers decide which level you can work at in the subject. If you have any doubts you
can ask the Principal Teacher for that subject.

As well as your grades for S4 subjects, you should think about your overall workload. Five Higher
courses is a realistic choice if you have Grade A/B in all your National 5 exams. Most pupils will
have a mix of levels in their courses.

Pupils must be committed to studying the HNC subject in column E on a Monday and Wednesday.
This delivery will take place in school.

6. How much homework can I expect?

Courses at Higher and Advanced Higher levels need serious commitment for success. You should
expect at least 1 hour of homework per week for each subject at this level. Homework is not
always spread evenly over the session, so it may be more than 1 hour per subject at times.
National 4/5 courses may have less homework, depending on which course and level is studied, but
a commitment to spend extra time on study and revision is essential at all levels.
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Subject Name

ENGLISH

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

A - C award in National 5 English

Course Assessment

The course is assessed in the following ways:

e Component 1 - question paper: reading - 70 marks
e Component 2 - portfolio: writing - 30 marks

e Component 3 - spoken language - pass/fail

Notes about levels

All pupils will commence the English Course at an
appropriate level. During the course presentation level
may change, depending on the pupil's performance in unit
tests, prelim, and other work.

Unit test arrangements

Assessment of candidates work will be ongoing throughout
the session.

General Notes

The Higher English Course provides learners with the
opportunity to develop the skills of listening, talking,
reading and writing in order to understand and use
language. Building on literacy skills, learners develop
understanding of the complexities of language, including
through the study of a wide range of texts, and develop
high levels of analytical thinking and understanding of the
impact of language.




Subject Name

ENGLISH

Level(s)

National 5

Entry qualifications

Course Award in National 4 English

Course Assessment

The course is assessed in the following ways:

e Component 1 — question paper: reading - 70 marks
e Component 2 — portfolio: writing - 30 marks

e Component 3 - spoken language - pass/fail

Notes about levels

All pupils will commence the English Course at an
appropriate level. During the course presentation level
may change, depending on the pupil's performance in unit
tests, prelim, and other work.

Unit test arrangements

Assessment of candidates work will be ongoing throughout
the session.

General Notes

The National 5 English Course enables learners to develop
their literacy skills and to understand, analyse and
evaluate a range of texts, including Scottish texts, in the
contexts of literature, language and media. The Course
also enables learners to create and produce texts and to
apply their knowledge and understanding of language.




Subject Name

Media

Level(s)

Higher / National 5

Entry qualifications

A pass in English at National 5 / Higher level.
A pass in National 4 / National 5 Media

Course Assessment

There are 2 parts to the final assessment:
e Final Exam - 50% or 60 marks
e Production Assignment - 50% or 60 marks

Notes about levels

All pupils will commence the Media Course at an
appropriate level. During the course presentation level
may change, depending on the pupil's performance in unit
tests, prelim, and other work.

Unit assessment
arrangements

There is an integrated approach to this course and
assessment is ongoing throughout the session.

General Notes

The Higher and National 5 Media Courses enable learners
to analyse and create media content. Learners understand
and develop their media literacy skills and appreciate the
opportunities and challenges that occur within the media
industry, while developing both theoretical knowledge of
the media and the ability to create media content.




Subject Name

Mathematics

Level(s)

CFE Higher

Entry qualifications

National 5 Mathematics pass at A or B

Units

There are 3 units in this course
« Expressions and Functions
« Relationships and Calculus
« Applications

Intended Audience

S5/6

Unit test arrangements

None

Exam at end of course

Paper 1 - 1 hour 30 minutes - 70 marks (non-calculator)
Paper 2 - 1 hour 45 minutes - 80 marks

Expectations for homework

Informal and formal homework given regularly. Formal
homework issued on completion of a topic.

General Notes

The Higher Mathematics Course enables learners to select
and apply mathematical techniques in a variety of
mathematical situations. Learners interpret, communicate
and manage information in mathematical form. Learners will
experience in-depth study of the ways in which mathematics
describes our world, and become skilled in interpreting,
analysing, communicating and managing information in
mathematical form.

On successful completion of this Course, the learner could
progress fo:
e Advanced Higher Mathematics

Mathematics has applications in many other subject areas,
and skills developed in this Course can support progression
in other curriculum areas and employment.




Subject Name

Mathematics

Level(s)

CFE National 5

Entry qualifications

National 4 Mathematics or level 4 of the Broad General
Education

Units

There are 3 units in this course
« Expressions and Formulae
+ Relationships
« Applications

Intended Audience

54/5/6

Unit test arrangements

None

Exam at end of course

Paper 1 - 1 hour 15 minutes - 50 marks (non-calculator)
Paper 2 - 1 hour 50 minutes - 60 marks

Expectations for homework

Informal and formal homework given regularly. Formal
homework issued on completion of a topic.

General Notes

The National 5 Mathematics Course enables learners to
select and apply mathematical techniques in a variety of
mathematical and real-life situations. Learners interpret,
communicate and manage information in mathematical form.

On successful completion of this Course, the learner could
progress fo:
e Higher Mathematics

Mathematics has applications in many other subject areas,
and skills developed in this Course can support progression
in other curriculum areas and employment.




Subject Name

Applications of Mathematics

Level(s)

CFE Higher

Entry qualifications

National 5 Mathematics pass at A or B or
National 5 Applications of Maths pass at A or B

Intended Audience

S5/6

Unit test arrangements

None

Exam at end of course
Project Report

Component 1 - Question Paper:2hr 30mins - 80marks
Component 2 - Project - 30 marks

Expectations for homework

Informal homework given regularly. Formal homework
issued on completion of a topic.

General Notes

The Higher Applications of Mathematics Course aims to:

e equip learners with the mathematical and statistical
literacy skills they need for life, work and further
study in a wide range of curricular areas

e develop learners’ financial literacy in real-life
contexts

e show learners how they can use appropriate digital
technology to manipulate and model mathematical,
statistical and financial information

e develop learners’ mathematical reasoning skills so
that they can generalise, build arguments, draw
logical conclusions, assess risk, and make informed
decisions in familiar and unfamiliar situations

o develop learners' range of mathematical skills so that
they can analyse, interpret and present data and
numerical information

e provide learners with the skills fo appraise
quantitative information critically, considering
modelling or statistical assumptions.




Subject Name

Applications of Mathematics

Level(s)

CFE National 5

Entry qualifications

National 4 Applications of Mathematics or level 4 of the
Broad General Education

Units

There are 3 units in this course
* Numeracy
* Geometry and Measure
* Finance and Statistics

Intended Audience

54/5/6

Unit test arrangements

None

Exam at end of course

Paper 1 - 1 hour 5 minutes - 45 marks (non-calculator)
Paper 2 - 2 hours - 65 marks

Expectations for homework

Informal and formal homework given regularly. Formal
homework issued on completion of a topic.

General Notes

The National 5 Applications of Mathematics Course
enables learners to apply mathematical ideas and strategies
to managing finance, statistics, geometry and measurement
in real-life contexts.
On successful completion of this Course, the learner could
progress fo:

e related areas, eg Skills for Work courses

o further study, employment or training

Application of Mathematics has links to many other subject
areas, and skills developed in this Course can support
progression in other curriculum areas and employment.




Subject Name

Applications of Mathematics

Level(s)

CFE National 4

Entry qualifications

National 3 Applications of Mathematics or level 3 of the
Broad General Education

Units

There are 4 units in this course:
* Numeracy
* Geometry and Measure
* Finance and Statistics
* Added Value

Intended Audience

54/5/6

Unit test arrangements

Unit tests are taken during the session on completion of
each unit. Pupils are required to pass each unit in order to
achieve a full qualification at this level.

Exam at end of course

None

Expectations for homework

Informal and formal homework given regularly.

General Notes

The National 4 Applications of Mathematics Course
enables learners to apply mathematical ideas and strategies
to managing finance, statistics, geometry and measurement
in straightforward real-life contexts

On successful completion of this Course, the learner could
progress fo:

e National 5 Applications of Mathematics

Application of Mathematics has links to many other subject
areas, and skills developed in this Course can support
progression in other curriculum areas and employment.




Subject Name

Modern Studies

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

Course award at National 5

Units

3

Intended Audience

S5 /6

Added Value Unit

Higher Assignment

Exam at end of
course

YES - Paper 1: 1 Hour 45 Minutes
Paper 2: 1 Hour 15 Minutes

Expectations for
Homework:

Regular homework and study for Prelim assessment.

General Notes

Candidates will study a variety of social, political and
international issues happening across Scotland, Britain and
the wider world including immigration, crime in the USA
and health inequalities in the U.K. Pupils will be assessed on
knowledge and understand and on evaluating skills.
Candidates will also develop their ability fo carry out
independent research and to present their findings when
completing the Higher Assignment.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that

will be covered?

Units:

Unit 1: Democracy in the United Kingdom

Unit 2: Social Issues in the United Kingdom - Social
Inequality

Unit 3: Infernational Issues - The USA

To be presented for a Higher course award, pupils must
pass the Prelim and submit an Assignment.




Subject Name

Modern Studies

Level(s)

National 4/5

Entry qualifications

In S5/6, a course award at National 4 is required for entry
at National 5 level

Units

3

Intended Audience

S4,55/6

Added Value Unit

National 4 Added Value Unit
National 5 Assignment

Exam at end of course

YES - 2 Hours 20 Minutes (Nat 5 only)

Expectations for
Homework:

Regular homework and study for Learning Outcomes and/or
Prelim assessments.

General Notes

Candidates will study a variety of social, political and
international issues happening across Scotland, Britain and
the wider world including immigration, crime in the USA
and health inequalities in the U.K. Pupils will be assessed on
knowledge and understanding and on evaluating skills.
Candidates will also develop their ability fo carry out
independent research and to present their findings when
completing the AVU and/or Assignment.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

Units:

Unit 1: Democracy in the United Kingdom

Unit 2: Social Issues in the United Kingdom - Social
Inequality

Unit 3: Infernational Issues - The USA

To achieve a National 4 course award, pupils must pass all
Learning Outcomes for each unit and submit an AVU.

To be presented for a N5 course award, pupils must pass
the Prelim and submit an Assignment.




Subject Name

History

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

Course award at National 5

Units

3

Intended Audience

S5/6

Added Value Unit

Higher Assignment

Exam at end of course

YES - Paper 1: 1 Hour 30 Minutes
Paper 2 : 1 Hour 30 Minutes

Expectations for
Homework:

Regular homework and study for Prelim assessment.

General Notes

Candidates will study a variety of Historical contexts
across Scotland, Britain and the wider world including the
struggle for racial equality in the USA and the impact of
immigrant groups on Scotland. Pupils will be assessed on
knowledge and understand and on analysis of Historical
sources.

Candidates will also develop their ability fo carry out
independent research and to present their findings when
completing the Higher Assignment.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

Units:

Scotland: Migration and Empire
Britain: The Making of Modern Britain
European & World: Free at Last

To be presented for a Higher course award, pupils must
pass the Prelim and submit an Assignment.




Subject Name

History

Level(s)

National 4/5

Entry qualifications

In S5/6, a course award at National 4 is required for entry
at National 5 level

Units

3

Intended Audience

S5/6

Added Value Unit

National 4 Added Value Unit
National 5 Assignment

Exam at end of course

YES - 2 Hours 20 Minutes (Nat 5 only)

Expectations for
Homework:

Regular homework and study for Learning Outcomes and/or
Prelim assessments.

General Notes

Candidates will study a variety of Historical contexts
across Scotland, Britain and the wider world including the
struggle for racial equality in the USA and the impact of
immigrant groups on Scotland. Pupils will be assessed on
knowledge and understand and on analysis of Historical
sources.

Candidates will also develop their ability fo carry out
independent research and to present their findings when
completing the AVU and/or Assignment.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

Units:

Scotland: Migration and Empire
Britain: The Making of Modern Britain
European & World: Free at Last

To achieve a National 4 course award, pupils must pass all
Learning Outcomes for each unit and submit an AVU.

To be presented for a N5 course award, pupils must pass
the Prelim and submit an Assignment.




Subject Name

Classics

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

In S5/6, a course award at National 5 in Classical Studies
or another Social Subject is required for entry at Higher
level.

Units 3
Intended Audience S5/6
Added Value Unit N/A

Exam at end of course

YES - 2 Papers - 3 Hours

Expectations for
Homework:

Regular homework and study for Learning Outcomes and/or
Prelim assessments.

General Notes

Candidates study the religious, political, social, moral and
cultural values and practices of classical Greek and Roman
societies. They become more aware of issues affecting
their own society and globally, by comparing the classical
world with the modern world.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

Units

Unit 1: Classical Literature
Unit 2: Life in Classical Greece
Unit 3: Life in the Roman World

To be presented for a Higher course award, pupils must
pass the Prelim.




Subject Name

Geography

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

Course award at National 5

Units

3

Intended Audience

S5/6

Added Value Unit

Higher Assignment

Exam at end of course

YES - Paper I: 1 Hour 50 Minutes
Paper 2: 1 Hour 10 Minutes

Expectations for
Homework:

Regular homework and study for Prelim assessment.

General Notes

Candidates will study a variety of Physical and Human
environments such as Atmosphere, Hyctrophec, population
an urban as well as global issues including climate change
and health.

Candidates will be expected to evaluate and explain
geographical issues. Pupils will also develop their ability to
carry out independent research and to present their
findings when completing the Higher Assignment.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

Units:

Unit 1: Physical Environments
Unit 2: Human Environments
Unit 3: Global Issues

To be presented for a Higher course award, pupils must
pass the Prelim and submit an Assignment.




Subject Name

Geography

Level(s)

National 4/5

Entry qualifications

In S5/6, a course award at National 4 is required for entry
at National 5 level

Units

3

Intended Audience

S4,55/6

Added Value Unit

National 4 Added Value Unit
National 5 Assignment

Exam at end of course

YES - 2 Hours 20 Minutes (Nat 5 only)

Expectations for
Homework:

Regular homework and study for Learning Outcomes and/or
Prelim assessments.

General Notes

Candidates will study a variety of Physical and Human
environments such as weather and glaciation as well as
global issues including environmental hazards and health.
Candidates will be expected to evaluate and explain
geographical issues. Pupils will also develop their ability to
carry out independent research and to present their
findings when completing the AVU and /or Assignment.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

Units

Unit 1: Physical Environments
Unit 2: Human Environments
Unit 3: Global Issues

To achieve a National 4 course award, pupils must pass all
Learning Outcomes for each unit and submit an AVU.

To be presented for a N5 course award, pupils must pass
the Prelim and submit an Assignment.




Subject Name

Scottish Studies

Level(s)

Level 5

Entry qualifications

In S5/6, a course award at National 4 or above is required
for entry at level 5 Scottish Studies.

Units

3 Units are studied to achieve the course award.
Mandatory unit:
Scottish Studies: Scotland in Focus (SCQF level B)

Intended Audience

S5/6

Added Value Unit

Exam at end of course

There is no formal exam in this subject and pupils will be
assessed through continues assessment and project work.

Expectations for
Homework:

Pupils are expected to undertake regular homework
activities to support and consolidate learning in the
classroom.

General Notes

The purpose of this Award is to allow learners to broaden their
knowldege of Scotland whilst developing and applying the skills,
knowledge and understanding relevant to their chosen subject
areas. Learners will have a choice of Units, from a range of
subject areas, which they can study in a Scottish context.

The main aims of the Award are to give learners the opportunity
to:

[ develop and apply skills, knowledge and understanding in their
chosen subject areas.

[ make connections across these areas by studying them in a
Scottish context.

[ develop an understanding of the contribution that Scotland
and its people, past and/or present, have made and continue to
make in these areas.

[ reflect on the place of Scotland within the wider context of
the United Kingdom, Europe and/or the rest of the world.

[ explore an aspect of Scottish Studies that is of particular
intferest to them.

[ develop the skills of planning, researching, selecting and using
information, and skills of reflection.

[ develop, with minimum support, their abilities o become
independent learners.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?










Subject Name

Practical Cookery

Level(s)

National 5

Entry qualifications

N/A

Units

Understanding and Using Ingredients
Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes
Organisational Skills for Cookery

Notes about levels

In the event that a candidate is not able to overtake the
course award units at National 5 will be sought.

Unit test arrangements

Units will be covered in a combined approach.

Course Assessment

At N5 Course assessment has 3 components

1. A Planning Activity in the form of a short examination
worth 13% of the overall grade.

2. A Practical Activity where students deliver a 3 course
meal for 4 people worth 62% of the overall grade.

3. A written question paper worth 25% of the overall
grade.

General Comments

Candidates will gain:

* Proficiency in a range of cookery skills, food
preparation techniques

and cookery processes when following recipes

* The ability o select and use ingredients to produce and
garnish or

decorate dishes

* An understanding of ingredients from different
sources and their

uses and an awareness of responsible sourcing

* The ability to choose, weigh, measure and cost
appropriate

ingredients and calculate proportions

* An awareness of current dietary advice relating to the
use of

ingredients

* The ability to work safely and hygienically

* Organisational and time-management skills in a largely
familiar

cookery context

* Analytical, creative and evaluative skills




Subject Name

Health & Food Technology

Level(s)

Higher/National 5

No entry qualifications but
smaller number of
appropriate qualifications
should temp expectations.

Health & Food Technology Nationals 4/5

Units

Food product Development
Food for health

Contemporary Food issues

Notes about levels

This will run as a bi level class

Unit test arrangements

Units are completed in class through open book practical
tables. Unit assessments are only undertaken in the event
of withdrawal from course certification

Course Assessment

At both levels
e An assignment conducted by staff at Airdrie
Academy and marked by SQA.
e Anexam paper
e At both levels the assignment and exam are worth
50% of the total.

General Notes

Candidates will gain;

. Knowledge and understanding of the relationships
between health, food and nutrition.

. The ability to produce food products which meet
individual needs in a range of contexts.

. A range of practical food preparation skills and
techniques using appropriate tools and equipment.

. Knowledge and understanding of the functional
properties of food.

. Knowledge and understanding of consumer food
issues, choices and rights.

. Knowledge of technological developments in food.

«  The ability to prepare food safely and hygienically.

. Organisational skills in planning, preparing and
evaluating food products and processes.

. Problem-solving for a range of health, food,
nutrition and consumer needs.




Subject Name

Furniture Making

Level(s)

Level 5 NPA

Entry qualifications

Qualification in another technical subject.

Units

H3LG 11 Furniture - Workshop Practice
H3LK 11 Furniture - Timber Frame
H3MC 11 Furniture - Carcase Making

Unit test arrangements

This National Progression Award (NPA) introduces
learners to tools and techniques that are important in the
furniture manufacturing sector.

It develops knowledge and understanding of planning and
organising, workshop practice skills, woodworking joints,
timber framing and carcase making, and provides bite-
sized chunks of learning that are straightforward for
centres to adopt and for learners to study.

There is no formal exam in this subject and pupils will be
assessed through a combination of practical and
knowledge assessments under closed- and open-book
assessment conditions.




Subject Name

Engineering Science

Level(s)

Higher/National 5

Entry qualifications

Engineering Science Nationals 4/5

Units

Electronics & Control
Mechanisms & Structure
Engineering Contexts & challenges

Notes about levels

This will run as a bi-level class.

Unit test arrangements

Units are completed in class through open book practical
tables. Unit assessments are only undertaken in the event
of withdrawal from course certification

General Notes

Course assessment

Candidates will gain;

e Knowledge and understanding of key engineering
facts and ideas.

e Understanding the relationships between
engineering, maths and science.

e Anunderstanding of mechanical, structural,
pneumatic and programmable electronic systems.

e The ability to apply analytical, design, construction
and evaluation skills to a range of engineering
problems.

e Knowledge of the workings of a range of engineered
objects.

e The ability to communicate engineering concepts
clearly.

e Anunderstanding of the role and impact of
engineering in society.

e Knowledge of the relevance of energy, sustainability
and efficiency to engineering problems and
solutions.

e Design and problem-solving skills.

An understanding of planning, organising and researching
in a technological context.

Each level has 2 methods of assessment

An 8 hour assessment completed under exam condition.
Normally completed in February in to March, attendance
needs to be 100% during this period. The assignment is
marked by the SQA and is worth 31% of the total grade.
The remaining 69% is made up from an external
examination.




Subject Name

Graphic Communication

Level(s)

Higher/National 5

Entry qualifications

Graphic Communication Nationals 4/5

Units

2D
3D & Pictorial

Notes about levels

This will run as a bi-level class.

Unit test arrangements

This unit is passed after the completion of a small number
of tasks which require both CAD and manual graphics work
to be undertaken in most cases in response to a brief.

Course Assessment

e The assessment comes in two stages, a final exam
and an internal 8 hour assignment (which requires
100% attendance) at Higher this is weighted 64%
written and 36% assignment.

e At N5 this is 67% written and 33% assignment.




Subject Name

Practical Metalworking

Level(s) National 4/5
Entry qualifications Practical Woodworking Nationals 4/5
Units for N4 Bench Skills

Machine Processes
Joining Techniques & Thermal Joining.

Notes about levels

This subject is only offered at National 4/5

Assessment arrangements
& N5

This course work is assessed through the completion of 2
large projects over the year supported by a small number
of test pieces for skill building. Nat 5 course is graded by
assessment of a final module and a written exam the final
model is worth 70% of the total.

Assessment arrangements
& N4

This course is awarded after the completion of 3 units and
associated paperwork and a final module constituting the
added value unit.

General Notes

Candidates will gain;

e A range of metalworking hand tool skills on tasks
with some complex features.

e The ability to use a range of metalworking tools,
equipment and materials.

e Skills in reading and interpreting drawings and
diagrams in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

o Skills in measuring and marking out metal sections
and sheet materials.

e Cutting and forming skills.

e Creativity with familiar metalworking tasks with
some complex features.

e Experience in using a problem-solving approach to
metalworking tasks.

e Knowledge and understanding of safe working
practices in a workshop.

e Knowledge of the properties and uses of a range of
common metals and metalworking materials.

e Knowledge and understanding of sustainability
issues in a practical metalworking context.




Subject Name

Human Biology

Level(s) Higher

Entry qualifications National 5 Biology
Units 3

Intended Audience S5/6

Exam at end of course

COMPONENT 1 - QUESTION PAPER
This will have two papers; titled 'Objective Test’, titled
'Paper 2', together 80% of the final mark.

COMPONENT 2 - ASSIGNMENT

An experimental based assignment is o allow the learner
to carry out an in-depth study of a biology topic.

The assignment will 20% of the final mark.

Expectations for
Homework:

Regular homework will be provided throughout the year.

General Notes

The course allows learners to develop deeper
understanding of the underlying themes specifically
aspects of Human Physiology, Immunity and Biochemistry.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

UNITS

HUMAN CELLS
The study of cell division and differentiation. The
structure and function of DNA and cell metabolism.

PHYSIOLOGY AND HEALTH

The study and reproduction including hormone control and
treatment of infertility. The cardiovascular system and
disease.

NEUROBIOLOGY and IMMUNOLOGY

The study of the nervous system communication and social
behaviour.

The study of the immune system and response to disease.




Subject Name

Biology

Level(s)

National 4 or

Entry qualifications

National 3 or 4 Biology as appropriate

Units

3

Intended Audience

54/55/56

Exam at end of course

(Nat 5)

COMPONENT 1 - QUESTION PAPER

This will have two sections;

Section 1, titled 'Objective Test', will have 25 marks.
Section 2, titled 'Paper 2', will have 75 marks.

COMPONENT 2 - ASSIGNMENT

The purpose of the assignment is to allow the learner to
carry out an in-depth study of a biology topic.

The assignment will have 20 marks scaled to 25 (20% of
the total marks).

Exam at end of course

(Nat 4)

The National 4 Course assessment is comprised of Unit
assessments and other associated tasks. The Course is
internally assessed and externally verified. The course
has an added value Unit.

Expectations for
Homework:

One homework task per week - at least.

Any other information

about the course or units
or the type of work that

will be covered?

UNITS

CELL BIOLOGY

Cell Biology covers a humber of areas including
ultrastructure photosynthesis and respiration.
MULTICELLULAR ORGANISMS

The focus on cellular level processes will lead to an
understanding of the importance and roles of the cell. By
comparing the processes in multicellular plants and
animals, learners investigate increasing levels of
complexity.

LIFE ON EARTH

InLife on Earth, the concepts of biodiversity and
interdependence are covered, along with the processes
leading, photosynthesis.




Subject Name

Chemistry

Level(s) Higher
Entry qualifications National 5 Chemistry
Intended Audience S5/6

Exam at end of course

COMPONENT 1 - QUESTION PAPER

This will have two papers:;

1, titled 'Objective Test'

2, titled 'Paper 2', 80% of the final weighting.
COMPONENT 2 - ASSIGNMENT

The purpose of the assignment is to allow the learner to
carry out an in-depth study of a chemistry topic. They
are all practical assignments.

The assignment will have 20 marks weighting to 20%.

Expectations for
Homework:

One homework task per week - at least.

General Notes

This course develops scientific understanding issues
relating to chemistry and uses the development of
chemical theory to build an extensive set of skills for
learners. Through application of a detailed knowledge and
understanding of chemical concepts, in practical
situations, learners develop an appreciation of the impact
of chemistry on their everyday lives.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

UNITS

1. CHEMICAL CHANGES AND STRUCTURE
This Unit covers the knowledge and understanding of
controlling reaction rates and periodic trends.

2. NATURES CHEMISTRY
This Unit covers the chemistry of carbon compounds
found in food and drinks and skin care products. This Unit
covers the knowledge and understanding of organic
chemistry within the context of the chemistry of food
and the chemistry of everyday consumer products, soaps,
detergents, fragrances and skincare.

3. CHEMISTRY IN SOCIETY
This unit covers the chemistry behind making new
products which benefit society and the environment
impact of global chemical industry.

4. RESEARCHING
Learners will collect and synthesize information from different
sources, plan and undertake a practical investigation, analyse
results and communicate information related to their findings.




Subject Name

Chemistry

Level(s)

National 4 or

Entry qualifications

National 3 or 4 Chemistry as Appropriate.

Units

3

Intended Audience

54,55/6

Exam at end of course

(Nat 5)

COMPONENT 1 - QUESTION PAPER

This will have two sections;

1, titled 'Objective Test', will have 25 marks.

2, titled 'Paper 2', will have 75 marks.

COMPONENT 2 - ASSIGNMENT

The purpose of the assignment is to allow the learner to
carry out an in-depth study of a chemistry topic.

The assignment will have 25 marks (20% of the total
marks).

Expectations for
Homework:

One homework task per week - at least.

General Notes

The course develops learners' interest in and enthusiasm
for chemistry and covers a variety of context relevant to
chemistry's impact on society, namely: the chemistry of
resources from the earth, redox reactions, the chemistry
of plastics and new materials and environmental analysis.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

UNITS

CHEMICAL CHANGES AND STRUCTURE

Through practical experience, learners will investigate
average rates of reaction and the chemistry of
neutralisation reactions.

NATURE'S CHEMISTRY

In this Unit, learners will investigate the physical and
chemical properties of cycloalkanes, branched chain
alkanes and alkenes, and straight chain alcohols and
carboxylic acids.

CHEMISTRY IN SOCIETY

Learners will focus on the chemistry of metals and their
bonding, reactions and uses. Look also at environmental
impacts of certain chemical reactions and investigate
areas of nuclear chemistry.




Subject Name

Physics

Level(s) Higher
Entry qualifications National 5 Physics
Intended Audience S5/6

Exam at end of course

COMPONENT 1 - QUESTION PAPER

This will have two papers:;

1, titled 'Objective Test'.

2, titled ‘Paper 2', will be 80% of the total mark.
COMPONENT 2 - ASSIGNMENT

The purpose of the assignment is to allow the learner to
carry out an in-depth study of a Physics fopic.

The assignment will have 20% marks.

Expectations for
Homework:

One homework task per week - at least.

General Notes

This course will enable learners to develop a deeper
understanding of Physics concepts and the ability to
describe and interpret physical phenomena using
mathematical skills. They will develop scientific methods
of research in which issues in Physics are explored and
conclusions drawn.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

UNITS

OUR DYNAMIC UNIVERSE
The Unit covers the key areas of kinematics, dynamics and
space-time.

PARTICLES AND WAVES
The Unit covers the key areas of particles and waves.

ELECTRICITY
The Unit covers the key areas of electricity, and
electrical storage and transfer.




Subject Name Physics

Level(s) Nat 4 /5

Entry qualifications National 3 or 4 Physics as appropriate.
Intended Audience S54/55/6

Exam at end of course

(Nat 5)

COMPONENT 1 - QUESTION PAPER

This will have two sections;

Section 1, titled 'Objective Test', will have 25 marks.
Section 2, titled ‘Paper 2', will have 110 marks.
COMPONENT 2 - ASSIGNMENT

The purpose of the assignment is to allow the learner to
carry out an in-depth study of a physics topic.

The assignment will have 20 marks (20% of the total
marks).

Assessment of Course:

(Nat 4)

The National 4 course assessment is comprised of 3 end
of unit assessments and other associated tasks. The
course is internally assessed and externally verified. The
course has an added value unit.

Expectations for
Homework:

One homework task per week - at least.

Any other information
about the course or units
or the type of work that
will be covered?

UNITS

ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY

The Unit covers the key areas of energy transfer, heat
and the gas laws.

WAVES AND RADIATION

The Unit covers the key areas of waves and nuclear
radiation.

DYNAMICS AND SPACE

The Unit covers the key areas of kinematics, forces and
space.

Through each of the units above, learners will research
issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information
related to their findings, which will develop skills of
scientific literacy.




Subject Name

Laboratory Science Skills

Level(s)

National 5

Entry qualifications

This course is open to S5 and S6 pupils.

Candidates should have a National 4/5 pass in Chemistry,
Physics or Biology.

Candidates should have a National 4/5 pass in
Mathematics or passes in National 5 Mathematics Units. A
pass in Applications of Mathematics at National 5 will also
be acceptable.

Course Assessment

The course is infernally assessed and externally
moderated.

There is a strong focus on personal responsibility in the
course in terms of organisation of workload to meet
deadlines.

Units

3 Units and an independent investigation is required to be
completed.

Units:

Working in a lab
Practical Skills

Careers with Lab Science

General Notes

National 5 Skills for Work: Laboratory Science is an
introductory qualification. The course provides a broad
experiential intfroduction to laboratory science. Learners
will explore a variety of industries and services, and
career opportunities, in science laboratories locally,
nationally, and globally.

They will develop the basic practical skills and knowledge
needed for working in a laboratory: measuring, weighing
and preparing compounds and solutions; and health and
safety requirements. Practical skills in microbiology,
measuring radioactivity, chemical handling and laboratory
instrumentation will be developed.

Learners will work with others to produce a plan to
undertake a practical investigation to test scientific
hypotheses. This will also involve reporting of the results,
conclusions and evaluations of the investigation.




Subject Name

Business Management

Level(s)

Higher/National 5

Entry qualifications

Higher:- Business Management National 5 pass
Higher English or Maths

Nat 5:- Business National 4 pass
English and Maths National 4 pass

Units

Higher:- Management of People and Finance
Management of Marketing and Operations
Understanding Business

Nat 5:- Management of People and Finance
Management of Marketing and Operations
Understanding Business

Notes about levels

Students will follow a common course and will be assessed
at the appropriate level which will be determined by their
classwork. Students may drop from Higher to National 5.

Course Assessment

Higher Business Management
Exam 2hours 45 mins - 90 marks (75%)
Assignment (8 hour time limit) - 30 marks (25%)

N5 Business Management
Exam 2 hours - 90 marks (75%)
Assignment 30 marks (25%)

General Notes

The study of Higher/Nat 5 Business Management aims to
develop an awareness of the key elements of management
within the context of the business as a whole and draws on
materials from a number of other disciplines. It enables
candidates to acquire knowledge and understanding of the
role and operation of business, to apply skills fo business
situations and fo communicate by means of written or
spoken language.




Subject Name

Computing

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

Computing Science National 5 (A or B grade)

Units

There are 4 units in this course:
e Software design & development
e Computer systems
e Database design & development
e Web design & development

In addition to this there is an Assignment task which
covers both units and is worth 50 out of the 160 marks
allocated to the subject, which is 31% of the overall
marks.

Notes about levels

This course is of fered only at Higher.

Pupils interested in the subject, but with less than the
recommended entry qualifications should look at Computer
Games Development NPA course. (Level 4 to level 6)

Course Assessment

Higher Exam 110 marks
Assignment 50 marks
Exam 69% Assignment 31% (8 hour time limit)

General Notes

The Higher Computing Science Course introduces learners
to an advanced range of computational processes and
thinking, and develops a rigorous approach fo the design
and development process across a variety of contemporary
contexts. Learners gain an awareness of the importance
that computing professionals play in meeting the needs of
society today and for the future, in fields which include
science, education, business and industry.

The course is designed to build on prior learning at
National 5 Computing Science and to provide possible
progression to Advanced Higher Computing Science and
then onto higher education courses in computing science
and related subjects.




Subject Name

Computer Games Development NPA

Level(s)

Level 4,5 & 6

Entry qualifications

The course is open to all levels of ability. It should be
noted however, that level 6 and above have challenging
aspects to the course. Students are expected to work
their way through the different levels.

Units

The Units to be studied are Computer Games Design,
Computer Games Media Assets and Computer Games
Development. The Units involve practical tasks, which
have to be completed to attain the Unit and / or the
overall group award. There is no exam as such in this
course.

Notes about levels

The games design course enables students to look at
existing games and analyse their make-up. Students will
have a choice of software to use to create their own
games e.g. Blender, Kodu, Scratch Sauerbraten etc.

Unit test arrangements

Pupils will have the opportunity to complete at least one
Unit by the end of December. Other Units will be
completed by the end of May.

General Notes

This course will enable you to develop problem solving
skills. Games will be designed from the initial idea through
to working game, which will be programmed by the
students.




Subject Name

Physical Education

Level(s)

National 4, National 5 and Higher

Entry qualifications

National 4 and 5 open to all.
An A or B for National 5 to do Higher.

Units

Performance Skills
Factors Impacting Performance
Added Value (National 4)

Notes about levels

National 4 and 5 would be taught together with level of
presentation decided during the course of the year.
Candidates doing Higher will not be dropped down to
National 5 if failing to meet the standard for higher.

Unit test arrangements

Performance is assessed at appropriate times during the
session.

Factors Impacting performance theory is assessed at
appropriate times throughout the year.

General Notes

Candidates must pass all internal units at National 4 level
in order to be presented for the course award at that
level.

National 5 and Higher pupils would be expected to be at a
level where they could pass the units at that level in order
to be presented for that course award.

National 5 and Higher pupils will do two one-of f
performances which will be worth 50% of their final
grade.

National 5 candidates must complete a Portfolio which will
be sent to the SQA for Marking and is worth 50% of the
final grade.

Higher candidates will sit a 2.5 hour written exam at the
end of the year which is worth 50% of the final grade.




Subject Name

Sports Leadership Award

Level(s)

Entry qualifications

General Notes

On completion of the course through the medium of sport
candidates will have encountered a range of experiences
that contribute to each and every learner achieving their
own personal target set at the beginning of the course
therefore each and every learner will experience success
under the many forms this can be achieved.

Learners will develop knowledge of the different styles of
leadership and qualities that are often used and apply
these findings to allow them to develop their own style
and help identify their own skills and qualities.

Candidates will be expected to complete a minimum of 10
hours demonstration of leadership skills in order to
achieve the award.

This can be accumulated through a variety of sporting
leadership experiences which can range from working with
the associated primary schools delivering various activities
to volunteer experiences within the department through
lunch time or after school clubs.

To gain this award you must complete:

LEADERSHIP, AN INTRODUCTION: (20 hours)

This will involve individuals having the opportunity to
research the different styles of leadership and discover
the skills and qualities required o be an effective leader
and produce a report based on your findings,
LEADERSHIP IN PRACTICE: (40 HOURS)

You will have the opportunity to take the leading role in
many situations, each time having the chance to reflect on
the experience and take forward the positive aspects and
improve on any areas for development.

In order to complete the award you will carry out
assessment activities such as:

Researching the skills, qualities and effectiveness of
different leaders and produce a report based on your
research.

Evaluate your own potential for leadership.

Take the leading role in carrying out an activity and
produce a report based on this event.

Draw conclusions on your own effectiveness as a leader.




Subject Name

Art and Design

Level(s)

Higher / National 5

Entry qualifications

National 5: Pass in National 4 Art & Design
Higher: Grade A/B at National 5 level.

(Pupils without a previous qualification in Art and Design
who have a strong interest in the subject and good
drawing skills may also be considered.)

Notes about levels

During the course of the year, pupils’ presentation level
may change, depending on performance in the prelim and
practical work.

General Notes

The course is assessed through a Design folio, an
Expressive folio and a written question paper which are all
marked externally by SQA.

Practical Portfolios: (Design and Expressive)

Pupils will have the opportunity to specialise in the areas
of Art and Design that intferest them most and create a
portfolio that reflects their own personal interests.
Written Paper

Pupils will learn about the work of prominent artists and
designers and their work. Pupils will be assessed on their
ability to apply knowledge of these artists and designers
and analyse unseen pieces of work.




Subject Name

Photography

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

Grade A/B in Nat 5 English

Notes about levels

This course is only available at Higher Level.

General Notes

Higher Photography provides pupils with the opportunity
to learn more about the technical aspects of using a
camera, as well as using their creativity to produce their
own portfolio of images.

Pupils will learn about and utilise advanced photography
techniques including the use of lighting, composition and
digital imaging. Pupils will also learn to appreciate and
evaluate the work of other photographers.

Higher Photography is assessed through a practical
assignment and a written question paper which are both
marked externally by SQA. Competency in written
language is an important requirement for success in this
course.

Pupils are responsible for developing and directing their
own individual portfolios. If you are interested in this
course you will be required to demonstrate initiative and
must be willing o work on their projects out with school
hours where necessary.




Subject Name

Music

Level(s)

National 5 / Higher

Entry qualifications

National 5 - Performing at National 4
Higher - Performing at Nat 5 minimum B

Units

1. Music with Performing
Contain three units

1. Performing skills

2. Understanding Music

3. Composing Skills

Notes about levels

The numbers of pupils in the class and differing ability levels
will determine the levels being of fered.

Unit test arrangements

Performing skills - Candidates perform a programme of
pieces to a visiting examiner. End of Feb/ March

Understanding Music - Pupils develop knowledge and
understanding of a wide variety of musical styles and are
assessed through a written examination at the end of the
course. May

Composing Skills - Pupils music create their own music in a
variety of styles. N5 and Higher this is externally accessed -
sent to SQA in April.

General Notes

Performing skills requirements:

Higher

Perform on two instruments at Grade 4 level.
Instrument 1 and 2 - 12 mins.

Nat 5

Perform on two instruments at Grade 3 level.
Instrument 1 and 2 - 8 mins.

N5 + Higher
Composing skills - Mandatory

One composition making use of music concepts and
demonstrating development of these ideas.

Listening Unit

A listening test lasting 1 hour. (Higher only) 45 mins. (N5)
Homework expectations

Pupils will be expected to complete listening homework tasks
and practice their instruments on a regular basis. If an
instrument is not available at home then lunchtimes and after
school should be used to practice.




Subject Name

Drama

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

National 5 Drama
National 5 English

Notes about levels

Written and practical coursework is completed throughout
the year. This is to explore the chosen text in preparation
for the final exam.

Unit test arrangements

There is an external acting exam in March. The candidates
are asked to act in fwo contrasting pieces each lasting
from 7-10 minutes and produce a written preparation for
performance. Both of these elements are externally
assessed. Candidates also complete a written exam during
the May diet.

Acting and PFP = 60%

Written exam = 40%

General Notes

This course focuses on both the academic nature of
theatre studies and practical investigation of play texts.
The students explore all aspects of theatrical concepts
and all must specialise in the study and techniques of
acting and two production skills. The students also are
introduced to aspects of performance analysis and are
required to attend live theatre events in order to
critically analyse different aspects of the performance
both from an acting perspective and technical perspective.




Subject Name Drama

Level(s) Nat 5

Entry qualifications Nat 4 Drama
Nat 4 English

Units

There are 3 Units in this course: -All units are free
standing and if appropriate can be completed separately.
e Drama Skills
e Production Skills
e Assessment Unit

Notes about levels

All students follow the Nat 5 course but will have the
opportunity to change their presentation level.

Unit test arrangements

Unit tests comprise both practical and written exams at
the end of each unit. Candidates are also expected to
submit a folio of work, which reflects their chosen
specialist production role.

General Notes

This course focuses on aspects of theatre production and
practical investigation of drama including texts.

The students explore all aspects of theatrical concepts
and all must specialise in the study and techniques of one
of the following; acting, directing, set design, props, make-
up and costume design, lighting and sound technology.

The final exam consists of a written paper and a practical
exam, which is externally examined and a folio, which is
sent to the SQA prior to the exam.




Subject Name

French

Level(s)

Higher /Nat 5

Entry qualifications

Nat 5/Nat 4 pass

Units

There are 2 units in this course:
Unit 1 - Language
Unit 2 - Education and Work

Notes about levels

All pupils will follow the Higher Course. In the latter
stages of the course presentation level may drop to
Intermediate 2, depending on the pupil's performance in
unit tests, prelim, and other work.

Unit test arrangements

Unit tests are at the end of January, and the end of
March

General Notes

This course will enable you to develop your ability to use
the French language in useful and relevant contexts. The
four skill areas are listening, speaking, reading and
writing. In addition the course provides you with
knowledge of France and the customs and way of life of
the French people.




Subject Name

Spanish

Level(s)

Higher/National 5

Entry qualifications

National 5 A-C Pass, National 4 course award

Notes about levels

Pupils will start the course at an appropriate level. In the
latter stages of the course presentation level may change
depending on the pupil's performance in unit tests, prelim
and other work.

General Notes

This course will enable you to develop your ability to use
the Spanish language in useful and relevant contexts. The
four skill areas are listening, talking, reading and writing.
In addition the course provides you with knowledge of
Spain and the customs and way of life of the Spanish
people.




Subject Name

Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS)

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

For Higher learners are expected to have attained the
skills, knowledge and understanding required by one of the
following:
e RMPS National 5 course or relevant component
units
e Other relevant courses (Social Subject) at National
5 or Higher level

Units There are 3 units in all levels of the course
e Buddhism
e The origins of life
e Religion and Justice
An Added Value element runs through the course
e An extended response on a topic area from the
course
Homework Averaging 2 hours per week - including research and

written presentations.

Unit test arrangements

To pass the course award candidates must pass the Unit
assessments for each area as well as the course
assessments

General Notes

The main aims of RMPS Higher are to enable learners to
develop:

e the ability fo critically analyse, reflect on and
express reasoned views about religious, moral and
philosophical questions and their impact

e arange of skills including investigating religious,
moral and philosophical questions and responses,
critical analysis, evaluation, and the ability to
express detailed, reasoned and well-structured
views

e in-depth factual and abstract knowledge and
understanding of beliefs, practices and sources
related to world religions

e in-depth factual and theoretical knowledge and
understanding of religious, moral and philosophical
questions and responses to them.




Subject Name

Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS)

Level(s)

National 5

Entry qualifications

For National 5 learners are expected to have attained the
skills, knowledge and understanding required by one of the
following:

e RMPS National 4 course or relevant component

units
e Other relevant courses (Social Subject) at National
4
Units There are 3 units in all levels of the course
e Buddhism
e The origins of life
e Religion and Justice
An Added Value element runs through the course
e An extended response on a topic area from the
course
Homework Averaging 2 hours per week - including research and

written presentations.

Unit test arrangements

To pass the course award candidates must pass the Unit
assessments for each area as well as the course
assessments

General Notes

The main aims of RMPS National 5 are to enable learners
to develop:

e the ability fo critically analyse, reflect on and
express reasoned views about religious, moral and
philosophical questions and their impact

e arange of skills including investigating religious,
moral and philosophical questions and responses,
critical analysis, evaluation, and the ability to
express detailed, reasoned and well-structured
views

e in-depth factual and abstract knowledge and
understanding of beliefs, practices and sources
related to world religions

e in-depth factual and theoretical knowledge and
understanding of religious, moral and philosophical
questions and responses to them.




Subject Name

Philosophy

Level(s)

Higher

Entry qualifications

For Higher learners are expected to have attained the
skills, knowledge and understanding required by one of the
following:
e RMPS Higher course or relevant component units
e Other relevant courses (Social Subject) at National
Higher level

Units There are 3 units in all levels of the course
e Arguments in Action
e Knowledge and Doubt
e Moral Philosophy
Homework Averaging 2 hours per week - including research and

written presentations.

External Exam

Component 1: Question paper 1 (60 marks) 2 hours and 15
minutes
Component 2: Question paper 2 (50 marks) 1 hour and 45
minutes

General Notes

The main aims of Philosophy Higher are o enable learners
to develop:

» Knowledge and understanding of some key philosophical
concepts and questions concerning arguments in action,
epistemology and moral philosophy

e Critical thinking, analytical and evaluative skills
appropriate to philosophy

e The ability to engage with abstract ideas

e The ability to develop and express reasoned arguments
and conclusions

e Skills of analysis, evaluation and expressing a coherent
line of argument.




