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Pupil Name: ____________________

Teacher/s: _________________

The Exam – Some tips!
Section 1
• This section is designed to test your ability to evaluate your own and others work.
•It is worth 10 MARKS and you can answer from the point of view of an ACTING OR PRODUCTION ROLE.

•This part of the paper will ask you questions based on a performance that you have taken part in.

•The basis of your answers will be an evaluation of the preparation you undertook and the final performance. You should try to give AS MUCH DETAIL as possible and, when asked, give reasons for your answers.

•You will lose marks by not giving a full enough evaluation, so think about the strengths and weaknesses of your drama from every angle so you can write about how well it worked or how it could have been improved.

•Make sure to use appropriate, correct terminology for all questions. If the terminology you use is vague, you will lose marks.

•You should make sure that you can discuss, evaluate and explain all aspects of the drama you have chosen to write about. Think about the list below:

Characterisation – practical drama techniques you used to create characters, including rehearsal techniques.

Performance or design concepts – concepts you created to enhance the drama. This may be in relation to target audience, mood and atmosphere, setting, genre, theme etc. Appropriate terminology should be used for the production skill being discussed.

Styles/genre of your drama – identify the style or genre of your drama (comedy, tragedy, western, tragicomedy).

Setting – where and when your drama is set.

Staging/venue – what venue, staging and set design you would use in order to make clear this setting.

Themes/issues and message – what are the themes/issues of your drama? You may also be asked to justify dramatic message.

Voice and movement terminology- terminology must be used when discussing the performance of a character or the presentation of a key moment.

Mood and Atmosphere – you must be able to explain the mood and atmosphere of your drama.

Target audience – you must be able to identify, justify and discuss the target audience’s reaction to your drama.

Section 2

• This section will test your ability to respond to stimuli, create your own piece of Drama and demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of Drama.
•Section 2 of your exam is worth 30 MARKS. It is based on your response to three previously unseen stimuli.

•You will have to CHOOSE ONE of the stimuli to develop ideas for a drama and your answers will be based on a piece of drama that could be created and performed to an audience. 

•You will CHOOSE THE ONE that you think you can best develop a drama from.

•In this part of the paper you will be given a blank page. This is for you to make any notes, lists, diagrams that will help you. THIS WILL NOT BE MARKED.

•Although you may not be asked to write the plot of your drama YOU WILL NEED TO HAVE WORKED OUT YOUR STORYLINE. This is crucial as you will have to be able to answer questions that relate to the drama you want to create. Questions may refer to characters, rehearsal techniques, mood and atmosphere, style, genre, staging, setting, venues, target audience, key moments, performance and design concepts and themes and issues. 

•You will also be given a page at the end of the paper for you to draw any diagrams to support your answers.

•You will lose marks if you contradict yourself so make sure that answers don’t conflict with previous ones. 
•QUESTIONS ARE OFTEN LINKED so it is essential that you read all the questions first. This will ensure that you are able to answer all questions.

•Again in Section 2, details and full explanations are expected. Imagine you are painting a picture with words for your examiner to help them to understand your ideas and concepts.

•Make sure that your ideas are achievable, for example, in lighting and sound responses; you need to be aware of how your ideas will look and sound. Be careful these don’t distract from the action.

•It is also important that you give reasons for your answers. Many candidates give a description of what they will do but fail to give reasons why.
Some extra tips from the SQA Markers

•Candidates who do not respond to all aspects of the question cannot be awarded full marks.

•You are expected to use Drama Terminology throughout.

•Marks are not awarded for just describing something you are expected to JUSTIFY and SUBSTANTIATE your responses.  (Give reasons why and provide evidence to support)
• In section one all questions must be answered about the SAME drama e.g. your acting piece.
In Section 1 candidates should be able to clearly state their own performance or design concept and how it was developed from initial ideas to performance. They should be able to evaluate either themselves or others in their group. They should be able to state their responsibilities and explain it using correct terminology.
In Section 2 candidates should be encouraged to use the additional space provided to note down their ideas in response to their chosen stimuli. This allows them time to formulate and work through their ideas and transfer this information into their answers. Candidates who did not utilise this tended to have less detailed or fluid answers in Section 2. 

Candidates should read all of the Questions in Section 2 before attempting to respond to the stimulus. This allows them to see the through line of the questions and avoid repetition.
The rest of this booklet will focus on helping you to prepare for these sections of the exam.
Section 1 Questions 
Example One – (from Specimen Paper)
Consider a performance you have taken part in during your course as either an actor or in a production role. Tick the box to indicate your role.

Actor            Lighting             Costume              Set

Props and set dressing           Sound             Make up and hair 

1. (a) Who would be the ideal target audience for your drama?

Explain your answer. (One mark for identifying ideal target audience. One mark for appropriate reason)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(2)
(b) What range of emotions did you want the audience to feel when they were watching the performance?

Explain your answer. (Make detailed and fully explained comments about how you wanted the audience to respond to the audience.) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(2)
2. Evaluate the effectiveness of your final performance.
If you were an actor you should include comments on performance concepts and the mood/atmosphere created.
OR

If you were in a production role you should include comments on design concepts and the mood/atmosphere created. (6)
(You are being asked to evaluate your final performance. You can make reference to: Acting - your performance concept, voice, movement, blocking, mood and atmosphere. Lighting/Sound – design concept, mood and atmosphere, operation, use of resources. Costume/Props – design concept, use of resources, effectiveness)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example Two – Model Paper 1
Consider a performance you have taken part in during your course as either an actor or in a production role. Tick the box to indicate your role.

Actor            Lighting             Costume              Set

Props and set dressing           Sound             Make up and hair             

1. Describe the main problem you had when preparing for your drama. (2) (Fully explain the problem)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Explain how you solved this problem. (2) (Fully explain your solution to the problem)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evaluate the effectiveness of your final performance.

If you were an actor you should include comments on performance concepts and impact on the audience. 

OR

If you were in a production role you should include comments on design concepts and impact on the audience. (6) 
(You are being asked to evaluate your final performance. You can make reference to: Acting - your performance concept, voice, movement, blocking, mood and atmosphere, impact on the audience. Lighting/Sound – design concept, mood and atmosphere, operation, use of resources and impact on the audience. Costume/Props – design concept, use of resources, effectiveness and impact on the audience)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example Three – Model Paper 2
1. If you had been given the choice between the target audiences below, which would you have chosen? Justify your answer. (2) (Fully explain your reasons)


11-16 year olds 

OR

20-30 year olds

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe two problems which you encountered when preparing for this performance. What solution did you find for each problem? (4)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Consider your final performance. Describe two changes you would make in relation to your contribution. 

If you were an actor you should include comments on performance concepts.

OR

If you were a production role you should include comments on design concepts.(4)

(You are being asked to evaluate your final performance. You can make reference to: Acting - your performance concept, voice, movement, blocking, mood and atmosphere, impact on the audience. Lighting/Sound – design concept, mood and atmosphere, operation, use of resources and impact on the audience. Costume/Props – design concept, use of resources, effectiveness and impact on the audience)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example Four – Model Paper 3
Consider a performance you have taken part in during your course as either an actor or in a production role. Tick the box to indicate your role.

Actor            Lighting             Costume              Set

Props and set dressing           Sound             Make up and hair             

1. Explain how your role improved the performance. (2) (Give a full explanation)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How successful was your role? Justify your answer. (2)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Consider a moment in your final performance that created a strong impact with the audience.

Describe that strong impact and, if you were an actor, how you achieved this. You should include in your answer a range of performance concepts.

OR

Describe that strong impact and, if you were in a production role, how you achieved this. You should include in your answers a range of design concepts. (6)

(2 marks are given for a full and clear description of the moment. DON’T DESCRIBE A SCENE. Four marks are given for how your role achieved this. You can make reference to: Acting - your performance concept, voice, movement, blocking, mood and atmosphere, impact on the audience. Lighting/Sound – design concept, mood and atmosphere, operation, use of resources and impact on the audience. Costume/Props – design concept, use of resources, effectiveness and impact on the audience)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

National Five Drama 2014 Past Paper with Notes

National Five Drama 2015 Past Paper with Notes
Consider a performance you have taken part in during your course as either an actor or in a production role. Tick the box to indicate your role.

Actor            Lighting             Costume              Set

Props and set dressing           Sound        Make up and hair         
 1. (a) A new pupil joins your class and asks you what themes/issues you explored in your drama. What would you tell them? (2) (Do not retell the story. You must identify themes/issues NOT the message of the Drama. For two marks identify one or more with reference to the Drama. )
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1(b) (b) Describe how you would want the audience to respond to the themes/issues during the final performance. Explain your answer. (2) (Suggest an appropriate audience response to the chosen theme/issue and give a clear explanation why why an audience might respond in that way. For example, you may want them to feel uplifted and find the storyline comical and react to the characters being witty etc. You need to give a clear justification)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Think of your production role and the responsibilities associated with that

role. Describe the practical activities you did to prepare this drama for presentation. (2) (You are being asked to describe the practical activities you took part in as you prepared for the performance of your drama. Examples could be: Read through of the script, rehearsal process, research, notes during rehearsals, Characterisation techniques. You can give two examples from the same activity but they have to be different e.g. for research you could state that you undertook internet research and also watched a film.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Evaluate the effectiveness of your final performance:

If you were an actor you should include comments on performance concepts.

OR

If you were in a production role you should include comments on design concepts. (4) (You need to make evaluative statements about YOURSELF not your group! Don’t just describe what you did; you need to EVALUATE your final performance as an actor. You must make a minimum of two evaluative comments with justification. Answers could include: discussing performance concepts, voice, movement, characterisation techniques, blocking, mood and atmosphere effectiveness. )
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other sample questions
Section 1
1. Explain how TWO practical drama techniques helped you to create your character for this drama? (2) (Character card, Hot-seating, improvisation etc.)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe the acting techniques you used to portray this character to the audience. (4) (Fully explain four techniques – voice and movement)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Explain your reasons for your choice of style/genre? (2)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Describe the time period you chose to set your drama in and explain this choice. (2) (Present day, past – be specific, future)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What was the dramatic message of your drama? Were you successful in communicating this to the audience? (3) (One mark for stating the message, two marks for explaining whether this was communicated to the audience. Mention audience feedback/reactions to the plot, characters etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What mood and atmosphere were you trying to create in your drama? Give reasons for your choice. (4) (No mark for stating mood and atmosphere. Marks are awarded for your reasons. Try to give detailed reasons)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section Two – Specimen Paper
Choose one of the following stimuli to develop ideas for a drama. Your answers should be based on a piece of drama which could be created and performed to an audience.
Stimulus A

Forbidden Love

Stimulus B

[image: image3.emf]
Stimulus C  - Extract from: PASSING PLACES by Stephen Greenhorn

Mum: What the hell’ve you been up to?

Alex: What did he say?

Mum: He said you got fired yesterday.

Alex: And?

Mum: And! What d’you mean, ‘and’?

Alex: Did he say anything else?

Mum: Something about castanets.

Alex: Oh God!

Mum: Have you been nicking stuff from your work?

Alex: No.

Mum: What’s that then, a leaving present?

Alex: Look…

Mum: Look nothing. I’m not having the polis at my door because of you. If

you’ve got yourself into trouble you can get yourself out of here. I’ve

warned you, you can pack your bags and…

Mum: Where are you going?

Alex: Eh?

Mum: Oh aye. Spain, is it? Costa del Crime n’that, eh?

Alex: Spain!

Mum: Castanets.

Alex: No. Look. I just need to go away for a while. Trust me.

Mum: About as far as I could throw you.

Alex: It’s fine.

Mum: I’m not going through all that business again. D’you hear me?

Alex: I hear you. I have to go.

Mum: Just like his father.
Tick (√) the appropriate box to indicate which stimulus you have chosen to write about.


Stimulus A                        Stimulus B                            Stimulus C

You should now READ ALL of the following Questions 3a-5b to guide your answers on your chosen stimulus.

You may use drawings and/or diagrams to illustrate any of your answers if you wish.

The space below is provided for any rough working and will not be marked.

3(a) Describe a time period in which you would choose to set your drama and explain your choice. (2) (Marks are awarded for your reasons of choice of time period)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Think about the purpose or message of your drama. How will the plot and setting help to communicate this purpose or message? (6) (You should concisely write out the plot. Must include time and place of action. Must state and make obvious the purpose or message)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(c) Name two conventions you would use in your drama and, for each one, explain the advantage of using it. (4) (Explain the use of the convention and advantages of using e.g. Narrator – helps to clarify action for the audience, can connect with the audience and make them feel part of the action, can give information)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. (a) As an actor, consider a character in your drama who you think would be a challenge to portray and explain why. (2) (You could give reasons such as background, personality, status, physical appearance, relationship with others, voice and movement.)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) Describe the relationship this character has with one other character in your drama. (2) (This can include mother/daughter or how they know one another – work/college or how they feel about one another)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(c) Describe two rehearsal activities that could help establish and/or develop the relationship you have just described, and explain why these would be helpful. (4) (Two marks are given for each activity described with reasons as to how it helps establish and/or develop the relationship. Characterisation activities are key to discuss here.)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5(a) Choose and describe a key moment in your drama. Explain why you consider it to be a key moment. (4) (Write down a detailed description of the key moment and give reasons as to why this is the key moment.)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 (b) Think again about that key moment. As a designer, how would you use two production areas to highlight/enhance this key moment? Give reasons for each production area you have chosen. A blank page is provided for any drawings/diagrams. (6) (Three marks for describing how each production area would highlight/enhance this key moment. One mark for what you would do and two marks for reasons why this would have highlighted or enhanced it)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Use this page for diagrams/drawings.

Example Two (Own Stimuli/Questions- Model Paper 1
Stimulus A

Hannah: I’ve stopped going out just for the time being.

It’s pretty horrible out there anyway.

Joe keeps an eye on our door, which is nice.

When the lift broke again I asked Joe not to get it fixed.

I feel safer up here that way.

Extract from Hannah and Hanna by John Retallack (2012 S Grade Paper)

Stimulus B
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Stimulus C

A young woman is searching through a cluttered attic. She finds an item in a suitcase and removes it. She studies it carefully. A few moments later an older woman appears at the top of some steps. The young woman freezes at the sight of her.

Tick (√) the appropriate box to indicate which stimulus you have chosen to write about.


Stimulus A                        Stimulus B                            Stimulus C

You should now READ ALL of the following Questions 3a-6c to guide your answers on your chosen stimulus.

You may use drawings and/or diagrams to illustrate any of your answers if you wish.

The space below is provided for any rough working and will not be marked.

3(a) Who would you consider a suitable target audience for your drama? Give reasons for your answer. (2) (Give two reasons for your choice)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) What emotional reaction(s) do you think this audience would have when watching your drama? (4) (Make justified comments as to how the audience chosen might respond)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4 (a) Outline a character from your drama that you want your target audience to feel strongly about. Justify why you have chosen this character. (2) (State the character and then give two reasons for your choice)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Explain why you think your target audience would react strongly to this character. Your explanations could refer to personality, purpose in the drama, relationships with other characters, status etc. You should justify your answer. (4) (You need to give detailed reasons to explain why the audience would react to this character)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5(a) Choose and describe an important moment in your drama where this character appears. Explain why you consider it to be an important moment for this character. (4) (Describe the moment then give reasons as to why it is a key moment for this character)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 (b) As a designer, explain how you would use at least two production areas to emphasise this important moment? Give reasons for each production area you have chosen. A blank page is provided for any drawings/diagrams. (6) (Three marks for your description and reasons for how it will emphasise the key moment for each area)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6(a) Choose one other character from your drama who has a low status. Outline the main purpose of this character. (2) (Your answer can refer to what they have to do in the drama, impact on the audience, highlighting theme/message, mood/atmosphere, relationship. Explain how their purpose shows low status.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6(b) As a director, explain how you would want an actor to use voice in order to portray this character’s low status. (3) (Refer to any voice direction that would highlight low status)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6(c) As a director, explain how you would want an actor to use movement in order to portray his character’s low status. (3) (Refer to any movement direction that would highlight low status)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use this page for diagrams/drawings.


Example Three – Own Stimuli/Questions – Model Paper 2
Stimulus A

The extract below is from Can’t You Hear Me Talking To You by Nora Dugon.

OLD MAN: Never satisfied are you? Nothing but whinging. Everything’s my fault.

OLD WOMAN: Who’s going on now? (Long pause) And close that window. You know that draught’s bad for my arthritis.

OLD MAN: (rising, throwing down paper) Oh! You and your arthritis! (Slams window shut, sits down, angrily folds paper.)

OLD WOMAN: (short pause) Anything in the paper?

OLD MAN: Nothing.

OLD WOMAN: Never anything in it. Can’t see why you buy it.

OLD MAN: How about a cup of tea?

OLD WOMAN: I’m knitting? (Long pause) Anyway if he’s coming we can wait and have one then.

OLD MAN: Who’s coming? (turning page of paper) You mean Peter?

OLD WOMAN: Who else? We’ve only got one son, haven’t we?

OLD MAN: Well, he only said he might come. He only said maybe.

OLD WOMAN: Still . . . we can wait.

OLD MAN reading, dozes off.

OLD WOMAN stops knitting, stares straight ahead.

Stimulus B

[image: image5.emf]
Tick (√) the appropriate box to indicate which stimulus you have chosen to write about.


Stimulus A                        Stimulus B                            Stimulus C

You should now READ ALL of the following Questions 4-7b to guide your answers on your chosen stimulus.

You may use drawings and/or diagrams to illustrate any of your answers if you wish.

The space below is provided for any rough working and will not be marked.

4. Give a brief outline of your drama indicating any changes to time and place.(4)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 (a) What mood and atmosphere would you want to create in your opening scene of your drama? Give reasons for your choice. (4) (No marks for identifying mood/atmosphere. Marks are given for detailed reasons why)
Mood and atmosphere - ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5(b) Think about two production areas that could help establish mood and atmosphere. 

Describe how each production area could help achieve the mood/atmosphere you would wish to create. (6) (Describe how it will create the mood and atmosphere, DON’T just say what the skill is)
Production skill 1: ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Production skill 2: _________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6 (a) “Conflict and tension are the essence of drama”

Describe what the conflict and/or tension would be in your drama. (2) (Is it a moment in the drama? A character relationship? A revelation? Etc.)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6 (b) As a director, in what ways could you help your actors understand this conflict and/or tension in rehearsal? (4) (You can refer to how you would use practical drama techniques such as hot-seating, improvisation, focusing on certain scenes, role reversal etc.)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7 (a) Choose one character from your drama. Outline this character’s personality and overall purpose in the drama. (4) (Two marks for outlining what we learn about the character’s personality through the drama. Another two for explaining this character’s function or purpose in the drama.  You could refer to building tension, imparting information, mood and atmosphere, character’s relationships, highlighting a theme etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7(b) If you were to act this character, how would you communicate this personality to an audience, making reference to a range of performance concepts. (6) (You can mention voice and movement or Theatre Arts, must be detailed and justified)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use this page for diagrams/drawings.


Example Four (Questions and Stimuli from Model Paper 3)
Stimulus A


Stimulus B

Do good, reap good; do evil, reap evil

Chinese proverb

Stimulus C – Extract from Dunsinane by David Greig
Siward: Good to see you.

Macduff: Siward.

Siward: What’s your report?

Macduff: The tyrant is dead.

Siward: Good.

Macduff: He was running when we caught him.


  A spear in his back.

               They brought him to me on the hill above the wood.

               He couldn’t speak but I looked into his eyes and there

               was still life there.

               It was a pleasure to extinguish it.

               I cut his throat.


 His head’s on a stick in the castle yard.

Siward: It’s over.

Macduff: Yes.

Siward: Is there something else?

Macduff: Osborn.


   Your son.


   He was with the Cumbrians.

                They were riding in pursuit through the forest.


   Osborn was riding at the front. He was with the leaders


   moving through the woods. As they got near one of the


   Scots lords turned suddenly  and shot a bolt.


   It must have been a lucky shot.


  Through the trees like that.


  Shooting as they ran.


  Luck.

Siward: Osborn is dead.

Macduff: I’m sorry.
Tick (√) the appropriate box to indicate which stimulus you have chosen to write about.


Stimulus A                        Stimulus B                            Stimulus C

You should now READ ALL of the following Questions 4-8 to guide your answers on your chosen stimulus.

You may use drawings and/or diagrams to illustrate any of your answers if you wish.

The space below is provided for any rough working and will not be marked.

4. What form would your drama take? (1)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 (a) Describe in detail the set the audience would see as your drama starts. (4) (A full and clear description required, reference could be made to flats, set, rostra, trucks, projection on cyclorama, you could also refer to height and colour of set.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5(b) How might you use theatre arts to make the set clear and interesting for an audience? (6) (Must link back to 5(a) Take two and give detailed descriptions of how you would use it and how it would make it interesting for the audience) 
You should give a detailed explanation of how you could use at least two theatre arts from the following list:

•Lighting

•Sound

•Props

•Set dressings

Justify your answer.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6(a) Think about the main character in your drama. Describe this character’s purpose in the drama. (2) (Not role. Consider what they bring to the storyline, if they display a relationship, create tension, give information, communicate message etc.)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6(b) In what ways would you show an audience that this was the main character? (You may wish to consider acting techniques, theatre arts, status etc.) (6) (You need to state clearly how the main character would be communicated to the audience. You could make reference to voice and movement, Theatre Arts, character’s relationships, role/purpose in the drama, emotional reactions etc. EXPLAIN YOUR POINTS)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7(a) The director decides to end your drama with a tableau. Describe how the end of your drama could be turned into a tableau. (3) (You can refer to movement techniques here such as facial expression, body language, gesture, positioning, use of levels and space etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Do you think a tableau at the end of your drama would be successful? Justify your answer. (2) (State whether it would be or not. Marks are given for the reasons)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. As a designer, explain and justify how you would use two production areas to highlight your overall genre to an audience. A blank page is provided for any drawings/diagrams. (6) (Genre could be Comedy, Tragedy, Tragic-comedy, horror, romantic etc. You need to give two detailed examples with reasons. Must link to Genre.)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Use this page for diagrams/drawings.

National Five Exam Paper 2015 (Section Two)

SECTION 2 — 30 marks

Attempt ALL questions on your chosen stimulus.

Choose one of the following stimuli to develop ideas for a drama. Your answers should be based on a piece of drama which could be created and performed to an audience.

Stimulus A

“May The Hinges Of Our Friendship Never Go Rusty” — Old Irish Proverb

Stimulus B
Stimulus C

Tick (√) the appropriate box to indicate which stimulus you have chosen to write about.


Stimulus A                        Stimulus B                            Stimulus C

You should now READ ALL of the following Questions 4-8 to guide your answers on your chosen stimulus.

You may use drawings and/or diagrams to illustrate any of your answers if you wish.

The space below is provided for any rough working and will not be marked.

4 (a) In what time or place would you choose to set your drama? Give a reason for your answer. (2) (You are only being asked to choose one and you must give a reason why)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Given your choice of time or place, what would you consider to be the ideal venue for a presentation of your drama? Give a reason for your answer (2) (You need to be careful in here not to write about staging, it is asking you about venue. Possible venue locations could be: Site specific – your play is set in a graveyard so an ideal venue would be a graveyard at a local church or Proscenium Arch Theatre as your play is about a rich family in the Victorian Era so you would have it performed on a Proscenium Arch stage to keep distance between the actors and audience. Others could be: an intimate drama studio, a local theatre, school hall. Two marks are awarded for suggesting and justifying an appropriate venue with full links to the time or place stated in 4(a).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5(a) Who would you consider to be an appropriate target audience for your drama? Give a reason for your answer (2) (This can be based on age appropriateness, relevance of audience to the theme or issue/audience interest. You need to be clear about your reason for identifying this audience. You won’t gain marks if you say who it is not appropriate for.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) How would you expect this target audience to respond to the drama? (2) (You need to provide evidence of your understanding of audience response, i.e. emotional, empathetic or changing perception. You need to give detailed explanation linking to the theme/issue or characters.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6(a) Describe a moment when one character clearly shows their feelings towards another character. (2) (You must identify two characters in the moment by name or role. One mark issued for clearly describing the moment and one for stating the characters feelings towards one other.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Describe two rehearsal activities which would help make this moment effective. Justify your answer (4) (You need to fully describe appropriate rehearsal activities and explain how they contributed to the effectiveness of the moment. Activities could include Characterisation activities such as: Improvisation, Hot Seating, Thought Tunnel and Thought Tracking. You can’t just discuss rehearsing in general terms. You need to explain the impact of the rehearsal activity on making the moment effective. )
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7(a) Describe what you would consider to be the most important scene in your drama. Explain your answer. (3) (Describe the scene and give reasons as to why this is the most important scene)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Describe the appearance of the set for this scene. (3) (You need to use stage terminology in your answer. Do not describe the ‘setting’ of the scene. You must describe the SET. Examples could include: furniture, scenery, set dressings, levels, props. You could also describe projections or specific lighting eg gobos, gel colours or specific lanterns. You must use correct terminology.)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8(a) What mood or atmosphere would you wish to create at the beginning and end of your drama? Justify your answers. (4) (Two marks are available for the beginning of your drama and two for the end.)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8(b) As a designer, how might you use one or more production skills to enhance this mood or atmosphere at the beginning and end of your drama? Give reasons for your answer. You may use drawings/sketches to illustrate your answer. (6)

FINAL TIPS

1. RTQ (Read The Question)

Read the questions that are all part of one area (i.e. if Question 1 has an a), b) and c), read all questions) to start thinking about what they are asking you.

2. RTQ2 (Read The Question a Second Time)

Read the specific question (i.e. 1a)) you are about to attempt to think deeper about how to answer it.

3. HAW (Highlight Any Words)

Underline/highlight any words that are important for the question, e.g. “State the main theme/issue of your drama”, “Describe two rehearsal activities…” These give an indication of how to answer and what to answer, as “State” and “Describe” require different answering techniques.
4. LAMA (Look At Marks Awarded)

How many marks is the question/answer worth? E.g. If it is worth 1 mark, it will likely be for a simple, precise statement, but a 2 marker may require a statement and detailed explanation. Anything above a 2 marker will require more detail.

5. ATQ (Answer The Question)

The obvious one. Now you have really thought about the question, you should be able to attempt the question effectively.
Stimulus C


A wild Scottish moor.


Thunder and lightning.


Night.


Enter three characters.








